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What is visual abstract?

The visual abstract is a short visual summary of the paper’s
key points. There are two main characteristics of the visual
abstract. First, it should be brief and convey just the most
relevant message of the paper. The visual abstract is not
expected to be a comprehensive synopsis of the paper, but
rather it is designed to allow the reader to skim through
multiple abstracts to grasp the key findings. The visual
abstract should also be self-explanatory. Its main objective
is to engage the reader’s interest in order for them to read the
entire manuscript. Furthermore, the visual abstract should
highlight the most important aspect in a visual format. The
main points should be conveyed through graphical images
such as figures, diagrams or illustrations. The text should be
kept to a minimum and font size large enough to allow for
immediate and easy understanding.

Why do we need visual abstract?

Visual abstracts were first introduced in The Annals of Sur-
gery in July 2016. Since then more than 77 journals [1-4]
have adopted this format for the modern pathway to dis-
semination of scientific information. Abdominal Radiology
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published the first visual abstract on 20 June 2020. Visual
abstracts are now routinely used on Twitter as well as other
social media platforms as a prompt way of disseminat-
ing scientific information within the medical community.
This allows for even more rapid exchange of scientific
information.

By tweeting a visual abstract, there has been added value
in the dissemination of scientific information. When com-
paring tweets of articles by title only vs title and visual
abstract, tweets with visual abstract have brought 7.7 times
more impressions, 8.4 times more retweets and 2.7 times
more article downloads [5]. Social media is definitely chang-
ing the landscape of medical education and the exchange
of information exchange, especially during this COVID-19
pandemic [6].

How to construct visual abstract
for Abdominal Radiology manuscripts

Visual abstract for Abdominal Radiology should use a stand-
ard downloadable template available on the journal website
(https://www.springer.com/journal/261/submission-guide
lines) with specific background theme and formatting. The
abstract should be constructed on a single Powerpoint slide
with specified structure (Fig. 1). Background color theme,
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Fig. 1 Template for visual
abstract for Abdominal Radiol-
ogy. Font type: Calibri. The
top line should include title of
the paper or main goal of the
research (font size 28). Body
of the visual abstract should
include graph/figure/drawing
that depicts main finding of the
paper. Bottom line will include
the first author et al. followed by
citation that will be added later
by editorial staff on the left and
logo of the Abdominal Radiol-
ogy journal on the right

paper

font type, and size should follow the template. Authors
should also carefully select one or two images, figures, or
drawings that best depict key finding of the paper in a suc-
cinct, clear and visual way. In addition, considering that
color perception deficiencies are common, certain color
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Graph / figure / visual
illustrating key point of the

Title of the paper OR goal of the manuscript; font size 28

Additional graph

(0]

Info / interpretation of the
graph; font size 24
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First author et al; year; DOI: Font size 18 The Offcial ounal of the Sodety of Abdominal Radiclogy wrw.abdominalradiclogy.org

combinations—including red/green, brown/green, blue/
black and blue/purple—should be avoided. Examples of pre-
viously published visual abstract are shown in Fig. 2. At the
bottom of the slide citation to the article should be included.
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Fig.2 a—c Previously published
visual abstracts in Abdominal
Radiology

(b)

Peters PN et al 2020 DOI: 10.1007/s00261-020-02633-0

(c)

C)
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PET-detected Asymptomatic Recurrence is Associated with

Improved Survival in Recurrent Cervical Cancer
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Preoperative CT predictors of survival in patients with pancreatic
ductal adenocarcinoma undergoing curative intent surgery
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