
952 In-Patient Trauma Surgery in COVID-19 Positive Patients
Carries A Significantly Higher Mortality Risk When Compared

Method: Structured telephone interviews using an adapted Telehe
Usability Questionnaire and the NHS Friends and Family Test
conducted in 98 patients who had undergone outpatient
consultations with a plastic surgeon. 13 questions explored

usefulness, interaction quality, reliability, patient satisfaction, and fu-
ture use of telehealth.
Results: 72 of 98 (73%) completed the survey. Male(49):Female(23).
Mean age 59 (range 17-91). 50.4% Strongly agreed (SA) and 24.3% agreed
(A) to questions addressing usefulness of the platform. For interaction
quality; 63% SA and 21% A. 47% disagreed with questions pertaining to
reliability.
Overall, 75% were either SA/A for satisfaction and 81% would use tele-
health again. No significant difference was found in domain scores
when comparing sex or age groups.
Conclusions: Overall, patient perceptions were positive towards the
usefulness and interaction quality of telephone consultations.
However, reliability scored poorly. Most patients were satisfied with
the care provided. Comparison to other telehealth mediums e.g. video
consultation and patient safety studies are needed.
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Introduction: Sternal wound infections (SWI) are typically associated
with a high morbidity and mortality. Rigorous peri-operative guidelines
were instituted during the pandemic. The impact of these measures on
SWI was investigated.
Method: We performed a retrospective analysis of all patients who
underwent cardiac surgery at our institution since March 2020 post in-
tervention (new COVID-19 peri-operative guidelines). A retrospective
analysis of all patients who underwent cardiac surgery in the 12
months preceding the lockdown was also performed as a baseline co-
hort group.
Results: A total of 2,600 patients (493 during the COVID-19 pandemic)
were included in this study. Urgent/emergency procedures accounted
for more than 60% of procedures performed during the lockdown com-
pared to 39% previously. 67 (2.6%) surgical wound infections occurred
in the study population. During the COVID pandemic, there were 4
SWIs with an overall incidence rate of 0.8%. Patients who underwent
cardiac surgery during the COVID pandemic had a lower than expected
rate of surgical wound infections (P¼ 0.006). Other significant predic-
tors of surgical wound infections included a diagnosis of diabetes and
being a smoker.
Conclusions: This report suggests that a significant proportion of SWI’s
are iatrogenic related and can be avoided through a rigorous attention
to detail in the peri-operative setting.
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