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etter to the editor

overnments  and  vaccination  against  COVID-19�
tra

all times regarding the possible side effects of the process
os  gobiernos  y  la  vacunación  con

he process of immunization has brought a mild degree of
ope to people around the globe who  aspire to getting back to
heir pre-pandemic life; for example, interaction in different
ublic spaces like: schools and universities, shopping centres,
estaurants, concert halls, and cultural events, among other
ommunity meeting places.

Since the onset of the SARS-CoV-21,2 pandemic, the num-
er of fatalities recorded as of 8 February 2021, according to
he World Health Organization (WHO), is 105,658,4763 world-
ide. Furthermore, the COVID-19 genetic material is known

o consist of a positive-strand RNA, in which proteins relevant
or their transcription and replication are encoded.4 Identifi-
ation of the S protein (spike) is especially pertinent, as it is in
harge of binding to the cell it will infect. This is due to the fact
hat it possesses the cell receptor binding domain and the viral

embrane fusion, enabling the viral genome to be released
nto the interior of human cell.5 From the very beginning, sev-
ral laboratories undertook the task of developing vaccines to
ackle COVID-19, using the vast body of existing knowledge
cquired with marketed vaccines to the production of [new]
accines. Some of the COVID-19 vaccines have been elaborated
y means of innovative methods, such as messenger RNA
echnology, that increases both the volume and rate of produc-
ion, compared to other types of vaccines, while enhancing
roduct stability and generating robust immune responses.
ther vaccines, in turn, used already existing methodologies

or other vaccines, simplifying their large scale production,
uch as vaccines based on inactivated viruses that rely on
reviously attenuated viruses, so that they do not cause the
isease, by means of innocuous protein or protein structure
ragments that imitate the virus or vaccines with viral vec-
ors, using a genetically modified virus that does not provoke

6
he disease. The WHO has published press notes regard-
ng the effectiveness and safety of the vaccines, such as the
fizer-BioNTech (95%), Moderna mRNA-1273 (94%), Sputnik
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V (92%), Novavax (89.3%), Sinopharm (79.34%), AstraZeneca
(70%), among others, but the public servants of each coun-
try are the ones in charge of approving their admission and
application by means of their use policies.

In the case of Latin America, governments are the ones
charged with procuring vaccines, given their financial capabil-
ities and as part of public health policies. According to the Pan
American Health Organization (PAHO),7 suitable distribution
should be formulated by means of strategic, informed plan-
ning and should be rolled out in various phases, considering
healthcare personal, such as physicians, nursing staff, aides,
laboratory personnel, administrative staff, safety personnel,
and janitorial staff at healthcare and socio-health centres to
be priority, followed by seniors and people with underlying
diseases that pose a risk of suffering serious complications in
the event of infection, and, finally, the rest of the population.
This would sidestep situations of apprehension or questioning
by the community.

Let us not forget that in Latin America, corruption scandals
have benefitted from the healthcare emergency, a situa-
tion that has alarmed international authorities, such as the
United Nations (UN) that has created a regional observa-
tory for medicine prices in Latin America in an attempt
to prevent irregularities. In this scenario, we pose the fol-
lowing question, “Will drug procurement be free from this
kind of endemic issue?” To avoid possible cases of corrup-
tion during the process, negotiations must be transparent,
by ascertaining the costs involved in vaccine procurement,
as well as the investment in logistic to execute [the pro-
gram] via different virtual channels from contrasted sources.
A policy of effective communication4 must be established at
. Los gobiernos y la vacunación contra la COVID-19. Vacunas.

of immunization, thereby generating trust and avoiding fear
among the people that are caused by disinformation cam-
paigns.
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At the governmental level, various processes must be flex-
ible and expedient, such as public supply purchasing, drug
and vaccine procurement, through open and transparent con-
tracts, thereby preventing illegal price hikes, in the event that
private company participation is chosen.

Finally, dialogue between the government and its citizens
[is necessary] by means of a communication and participation
plan7 that will enable radio, television, and virtual channels
to be used so that people can be informed of this entire pro-
cess. This will garner people’s support in these circumstances
as well as in the future, given that in the future, the costs
associated with vaccine procurement to care for the common
wellbeing will have to be undertaken through budgetary cut-
backs and taxes.
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