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Soemmering’s Ring

Soemmering first observed posterior capsule opacification in 
1928 and described Soemmering’s ring as deposits of retained 
equatorial lens epithelial cells which continue to proliferate and 

form new cortical fibers which eventually form a ring of cortical 
fibers between the posterior capsule and the edges of the 
anterior capsule remnant.[1,2] An  86‑year‑old male  underwent 
extracapsular cataract extraction for juvenile cataract 40‑years 
back, now presented with [Fig. 1a and b] complete 360° 
Soemmering’s Ring with stretched zonules and annular fibrosis 
of capsule with visual acuity of 20/20 with +10D spectacle 
correction. Thus, we present this unique case of advanced 
Soemmering’s ring with the clear visual axis.

Declaration of patient consent
The authors certify that they have obtained all appropriate 
patient consent forms. In the form the patient(s) has/have 
given his/her/their consent for his/her/their images and other 
clinical information to be reported in the journal. The patients 
understand that their names and initials will not be published 
and due efforts will be made to conceal their identity, but 
anonymity cannot be guaranteed.

Financial support and sponsorship
Nil.

Conflicts of interest
There are no conflicts of interest.

Harsha Bhattacharjee, Saurabh Deshmukh
Department of Cataract and Refractive Surgery, Sri Sankaradeva 

Nethralaya, Guwahati, Assam, India

Correspondence to: Dr. Saurabh Deshmukh,  
Sri Sankaradeva Nethralaya, 96, Basistha Road, Beltola,  

Guwahati ‑ 781028, Assam, India. 
E‑mail: dr.saurabh89@gmail.com

References
1. Tooke FT. Dislocation of the ring of soemmering, its removal, 

with some notes on its pathology. Trans Am Ophthalmol Soc 
1933;31:68‑76.

2. Akal A, Göncü T, Yuvaci I, Pangal E, Cakmak S. Pupil occlusion 
due to a large dislocated Soemmering ring in an aphakic eye. Int 
Ophthalmol 2014;34:121‑4.

Ophthalmic Images

Cite this article as: Bhattacharjee H, Deshmukh S. Soemmering's ring. Indian 
J Ophthalmol 2017;65:1489.

This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative 
Commons Attribution‑NonCommercial‑ShareAlike 3.0 License, which allows 
others to remix, tweak, and build upon the work non‑commercially, as long as the 
author is credited and the new creations are licensed under the identical terms.

Access this article online
Quick Response Code: Website: 

www.ijo.in

DOI:
10.4103/ijo.IJO_913_17

PMID: 
***

Figure 1: Slit lamp retroillumination photograph of (a) right eye showing 
after cataract in the form of complete 360° Soemmering’s Ring with 
stretched zonules and clear visual axis and (b) left eye showing dense 
360° Soemmering’s ring with annular fibrosis of the capsule with clear 
optical axis
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