
SNAKE-BITE; TREATMENT BY 
STRYCHNINE?DEATH. 

By Surgeon-Captain H. Smith, i.m.s. 

Assistant-Surgeon Law reports :?Chi 
Christmas Eve, 1893, a man came to Panir 

Hospital about 7 o'clock, stating that he had 

been bitten by a snake in the toe about three 

hours previously. He complained of burning 
heat and pain in the affected foot, which was 
swollen. He had then 110 other symptoms. An 

incision was made at the seat of the injury, and 
permanganate of potash rubbed in the cut surface. 
There being 110 prominent symptoms, strychnia 
was not used until 10 o'clock at night, when in 
addition to the above-mentioned pain he be- 

came somewhat drowsy. Thereupon liq. strych- 
nia} (B. P.) m. xv was injected hypodermical- 
ly, after which the drowsiness passed off. He 

developed 110 further symptom until 6 o'clock 

next morning, when he suddenly became very 
drowsy, but was conscious, and could be roused 
to answer questions. Liq. strychniaj m. xv was 
again injected hypodermically, and he again ral- 
lied. Four hours later tendency to become coma- 
tose supervened, with drooping of the eyelids, 
whereupon three successive injections at inter- 
vals of 20 minutes were given. He vomited after 
the last injection a thin glairy fluid, and had 

twitching of the muscles of the face, forearm, 
and hand. The comatose condition passed off 

slightly. He could also keep his eyes open a 

little better and could speak a little. The pain 
in the foot was still complained of. At about 

2 P.M. he suddenly collapsed. 
. The total quantity of strychnia used between 
10 P.M. and 2 p.m. on the following day was 5'ii 
B. P. Liquor. 

Strychnia seems t0 have had some controlling 
influence over the poison of the snake in this 

case. 

The variety of the snake is not known. 


