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The objective of this study is to investigate the relationship between modern racism
and rape victim and perpetrator blame, and rape perception. Participants from both
a community population (n=211) and a student population (n=200) read a rape
vignette and provided their judgements of blame towards a victim and perpetrator,
their perception of the event as rape, and later answered the modern racism scale.
Results showed a significant positive relationship between modern racism and rape

victim blame (r=.35, R* x 100 = 12.1%), while modern racism had a significant
negative relationship with perpetrator blame (r=—27, R x 100=7.5%) and rape
perception (r=—29, R? x 100 =8.7%). Implications for the criminal justice system

as well as suggestions for future research were discussed.
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Introduction

Both racism and sexism have been studied extensively and linked to selective
encoding and confirmation biases that uphold stereotypes about women and
African Americans (Bulmer & Solomos, 1999; Fiske & Taylor, 2013; Glick &
Fiske, 1996; Swim et al., 1995). Previous research suggests that racism and
sexism are related (Aghasaleh, 2018; Backstrom & Bjorklund, 2007; Bergh
et al., 2016), and may even be explained by similar underlying constructs,
such as the social dominance orientation, empathy, or right-wing authoritar-
ianism (Backstrom & Bjorklund, 2007), indicating that racism and sexism, as
well as other types of prejudices, share fundamental properties. It could be
argued that a subtle form of sexism might be rape victim blaming attitudes,
which have been studied in several previous studies (e.g., Canto et al., 2018;
Donovan, 2007; George & Martinez, 2002; Katz et al., 2017; Sjoberg &
Sarwar, 2020; Stromwall et al., 2014). Specifically, when asked to evaluate
an ambiguous rape situation, it could be hypothesized that individuals high
in racism would be more prone to blame a rape victim and exculpate the
perpetrator compared to individuals low in racism. These results have been
demonstrated in earlier research among university students (George &
Martinez, 2002; Katz et al., 2017). However, few studies have investigated if
this relationship is also present in samples of community members. Moreover,
there are no studies (according to the authors’ knowledge) that have investi-
gated the relationship between modern racism and rape victim and perpetrator
blame from a Northern European perspective. Therefore, this study fills a
salient research gap by investigating the relationship between modern racism
and rape victim and perpetrator blame, and rape perception in a Northern
European context; specifically, among students and community members in
Sweden.

In light of the recent racially motivated assaults on African American indi-
viduals across North America (Gibson et al., 2020), it is increasingly important
to understand the relationship between modern racism and other types of prej-
udicial behaviors, such as excessive victim blaming and secondary victimization
of rape victims (Orth, 2002). This knowledge would hopefully inform future
decision makers on how to ensure a just and fair treatment for rape victims in
the criminal justice system.
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Modern racism

Racism and xenophobia were generally normalized among the colonizing
nations as early as the 17" and 18" centuries (Curtin, 1999), and thus have
been around for a significant period. While the history of racism is long and
extensive, some researchers have suggested that it has somewhat changed in
nature during the last several decades. Specifically, from old fashioned and
blatant racism to more covert and modern forms of racism (Levchak, 2018).
Whereas the older forms of racism highlighted biological inferiority among non-
White people, newer forms of racism (such as modern and symbolic racism)
instead focused on African Americans’ perceived undeserved advantages in soci-
ety (e.g., affirmative action programs) and the endorsement of general conser-
vative attitudes (Henry & Sears, 2003). To measure modern racism more
objectively, McConahay (1983, 1986) developed the modern racism scale. One
of his studies looked at hiring decisions and how they were influenced by the job
applicant’s race (together with their level of modern racism). He found that,
among participants with high modern racism, modern racism had a positive
relationship with the hiring decision of an African American job applicant
when the social context was favorable (he had a good résumé and GPA), but
a negative relationship when he did not exhibit those same positive qualities
(McConahay, 1983). This highlights the ambivalence many minorities experi-
ence; when they are high performing, they are celebrated by the majority com-
munity as exceptional individuals, while once they commit a transgression, they,
and the social group to which they belong, are judged very harshly (Van Laer &
Janssens, 2011). A recent example of this tendency was shown among successful
African American NFL quarterbacks in American football, who were judged
more harshly when excessively celebrating after scoring a goal compared to their
White counterparts (Corbin & Burrow, 2020). Supposedly, the unduly celebra-
tion might have created a “hubris penalty” that led to excessive punishment
against the African American quarterbacks.

Modern racism has also been demonstrated to be related to juror decision
making outcomes. Specifically, in a hate crime situation, when the victim was a
Black man, modern racism was related to the sentencing decision and perpetra-
tor blame among a sample of mock jurors (Gamblin et al., 2018). Interestingly,
homosexual prejudice was not related to the sentencing decision of a gay man
which indicates that racial prejudice (and modern racism in particular) may be
more influential than homophobic prejudice for affecting sentencing decisions of
perpetrators.

The Swedish version of the modern racism scale was translated by Akrami
et al. (2000), and has since been used in several recent research studies (e.g.,
Bergh et al., 2010; Bergh & Akrami, 2016; Lindstrom et al., 2014). Importantly
Sweden has gone from a very homogenous country to a multicultural country in
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just a few generations (Runblom, 1994). Therefore, race is not a widely used
concept to describe individual differences in Sweden or the rest of Scandinavia
(Bitsch, 2019; Martens, 1997). Instead, the word immigrant is often used to
describe someone from a non-European background, and more specifically,
from the Middle East (BoRtz, 2007). One reason for this could be that a
large proportion of the immigrants in Sweden have come from the Middle
East (Statistics Sweden, 2010). Therefore, in the current study, the words immi-
grant/native can be thought to somewhat resemble the Black (minority)/White
(majority) division that exists in North America (Bitsch, 2019).

In line with this reasoning, research has suggested that attitudes toward
immigrants and stigmatized racial groups share many similarities (Hooghe &
Dassonneville, 2018). In Sweden in particular, attitudes toward immigrants have
been used by researchers to capture subtle and old fashion forms of racism
(Akrami et al., 2000), indicating the similarities between attitudes toward immi-
grants and stigmatized racial groups. With the rise of immigration, research has
shown that although Swedes have become more accepting of interracial intimate
relationships, many still believe these not to be accepted by the majority society
(Osanami-Torngren, 2011), similar to the situation in North America (Field
et al., 2013). Furthermore, evidence suggests that Swedish adoptees from non-
European countries experience subtle forms of racism in their everyday life
(Hubinette & Tigervall, 2009). As such, it could be expected that the current
results would resemble previous North American studies such as Aosved and
Long (2006), George and Martinez (2002), and Katz et al. (2017) who found
significant relationships between racism and rape myth acceptance or rape
blaming attitudes, as well as other studies which have found generally positive
relationships between racist and sexist attitudes (Bergh et al., 2016). Hence, we
hypothesized that there would be a positive relationship between modern racism
and rape victim blame and a negative relationship between modern racism and
rape perpetrator blame.

Modern racism and rape victim blame

As mentioned previously, several researchers have suggested that racism and
sexism are related (Bergh et al., 2016; Glick & Fiske, 1996; Lewis, 1977; Swim
et al., 1995). While there are differences in the social relationship between men
and women compared to White and minority members (the most obvious being
that men/women often rely on men/women for sexual and intimate relation-
ships; Glick & Fiske, 1996), there are also similarities in how one powerful social
group (men and/or majority members) relate to another less powerful social
group (women and/or minority members). As a result of this, one could theorize
that racism (in the form of modern racism) and sexism (in the form of rape
victim blame), would be related.
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For instance, a study by George and Martinez (2002) demonstrated that
higher modern racism scores among participants were associated with seeing a
rape victim as more culpable and less credible and giving less responsibility for
the event to the perpetrator. Interestingly, while the influence of men’s racism on
victim blame was independent of the race of the victim or the perpetrator,
women’s racism scores showed a different pattern. Women tended to blame
interracial victims (White victim/Black Perpetrator or Black victim/White per-
petrator) more than intraracial victims (White victim/White perpetrator or
Black victim/Black perpetrator). One could speculate that one reason for this
might be the perceived inappropriateness of women to affiliate with people from
different ethnic backgrounds.

More recently, Katz et al. (2017) manipulated the name of a potential rape
victim in a high-risk for sexual assault situation to appear stereotypically Black or
White. They then asked White women of different levels of symbolic racism
(similar to modern racism) to assign blame to the victim. It was demonstrated
that women who scored higher on symbolic racism assigned higher blame to the
potential victim, but that there was no interaction between the victim’s race and
the participants’ level of symbolic racism. A follow up study using the same high-
risk sexual assault situation found that victim blame was attenuated by emphatic
concerns about racial inequality (Katz et al., 2018). These studies suggest that
symbolic and modern racism could be related to rape victim blame, but that high
awareness of racial injustice may sometimes reduce adverse victim blaming of
stigmatized racial groups. Further research has confirmed the links between racist
attitudes and rape myth acceptance and negative attitudes toward the rape victim
(Mulliken, 2005). In sum, this indicates that modern racism may be able to
explain some of the differences in rape victim blame and might be an important
variable to consider when trying to combat the detrimental effects of rape victim
blame in the legal system, such as secondary victimization (Orth, 2002).

Recent research has also demonstrated that sexism (in the form of protective
paternalism) was related to modern racism, less support for the Black lives
matter movement, and a greater belief that a police officer had acted appropri-
ately in the killing of an African American man (McMahon & Kahn, 2018).
Interestingly, experimentally inducing social threat resulted in more protective
paternalism among the men which, in turn, was related to their racial attitudes,
whereas no such relationship was observed among female participants. This
again suggests that racism and different forms of sexism (e.g., protective pater-
nalism) may be related and that this relationship might be stronger in men,
especially under conditions of social threat.

Perpetrator blame and racism

Naturally, while most studies in the rape blaming literature have focused on
victims, some studies have also looked more closely at people’s perceptions of
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the perpetrators. For example, Bongiorno et al. (2016) described perpetrators in
an Australian rape case as either coming from a similar (England or America) or
foreign (India or Pakistan) cultural background and the behavior of the victim
as either resistant (stereotypic victim behavior) or non-resistant (counter-stereo-
typic victim behavior). They found that when the victim acted in a counter-
stereotypical way, participants blamed the victim more and the perpetrator less,
but only when the perpetrator had a foreign background. This suggests that the
victim who affiliated with a foreign man potentially was penalized for that
behavior, by being blamed more (and by blaming the perpetrator less), but
only when the victim did not actively resist the attack.

Another study focusing on majority and minority rape perpetrators in
Norway found that minority perpetrators accused of rape tended to be stigma-
tized and shamed by legal jurors (Bitsch, 2019). In contrast, for majority perpe-
trators, guilt would constitute the dominant moral sentiment. Importantly,
whereas notions of guilt merely focus on the wrongfulness of the action,
shame centers in on the perpetrator’s character, which is believed to be more
firm and unalterable (Cohen et al., 2011). The difference is that guilt is related to
rehabilitation and reintegration whereas shame deems a person’s character to be
flawed and makes reintegration into society more difficult (Braithwaite, 1989).
Hence, the minority perpetrators could be argued to have been more blamed
and condemned for the event.

However, although perpetrators from minority and African American back-
grounds often are blamed more in cases of rape, recent research has shown that
in certain instances, such as when an accused rape perpetrator was a successful
athlete, the public discourse might sometimes change in the perpetrator’s favor
(Ash et al., 2017). Specifically, when analyzing tweets related to the decision to
not charge a successful African American athlete with rape, it was found that
although many tweets were critical of the decision not to charge the perpetrator,
the majority expressed support for the decision. Hence, some racially margin-
alized perpetrators might be able to (if particularly successful) transcend their
race and activate more traditional and stereotypical notions of myths about rape
which might tend to put more blame on the victim (Ash et al., 2017).

Authoritarianism, social dominance orientation, and
feelings of ambivalence

As mentioned above, both racism and sexism could potentially be related to
other underlying constructs. For example, Adorno et al. (1950) argued that
there was such a thing as an authoritarian personality that predisposed people
to dislike several minority groups (e.g., Jewish people & Black people), and to
have conservative political opinions (e.g., women should not marry someone
from a different race). Later, Sidanius and Pratto (1999) tried to synthesize these
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different theories about racism and sexism into one coherent theoretical frame-
work. They came up with the social dominance theory, which postulated that
most societies are organized around hierarchies with some groups or people
having more power than other groups or people. In other words, one wide-
spread part about human nature might be our desire for organizing structures
and hierarchies among our societies and individuals.

Interestingly, social dominance orientation has been found to be related to
rape victim blaming. For instance, a recent study found that participants higher
in social dominance orientation assigned more blame to a rape victim, and that
this effect was stronger when the perpetrator came from a lower socioeconomic
background (Canto et al., 2018). One explanation behind these results could be
that participants high in social dominance orientation may view women who
affiliate with members of a stereotyped group (e.g., a person from a low socio-
economic class) as behaving against traditional female norms and hence more
deserving of encroachment. Although the current study did not measure partic-
ipants’ social dominance orientation or right-wing authoritarianism per se, these
concepts could offer an overarching theoretical lens in which to interpret the
current findings and connect it to the wider research literature.

Another interesting connection between both racism and sexism relates to
their association with feelings of ambivalence (holding both seemingly positive
and negative attitudes about marginalized groups such as women and African
Americans; Glick & Fiske, 1996; McConahay, 1986 ). Specifically, in relation to
feelings of ambivalence, a need among some individuals to be perceived as
egalitarian and unprejudiced can sometimes be conflicted with hostile attitudes
toward women and/or minority members (Aronson, 2012). Thus, the protago-
nist will only display their true feelings about women or the minority group
when the situation is ambiguous, and it is hard to separate individual prejudice
from other more objective reasons for a particular decision. An example of such
a situation might be an ambiguous sexual encounter where it sometimes could
be possible to find exonerating circumstances for the perpetrator’s behavior,
which then may leave more blame on the victim. Therefore, based on this, it
could be hypothesized that people with higher levels of modern racism would
put more blame on the victim and less blame on the perpetrator in an ambig-
uous sexual encounter (such as in this study).

Value of the present study

We believe that there is a paucity of research investigating the relationship
between racism and rape victim and perpetrator blame, especially from a non-
North American perspective. Since it is well known that North American culture
(e.g., United States) differ from many other cultures, such as Sweden (Hofstede,
1991; Maud, 2016), this research is warranted and relevant. Furthermore,
Sweden is considered to be one of the most egalitarian countries in the world
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(World Economic Forum, 2018), and therefore poses as an interesting field
laboratory for exploring prejudices and stereotypes about immigrants and
rape attitudes. Based on the study by Aosved and Long (2006) which found
positive relationships between rape myth acceptance and several other isms, as
well as the studies by George and Martinez (2002) and Katz et al. (2017) which
demonstrated a positive association between modern racism and rape victim
blame, we hypothesized that modern racism would have a positive relationship
with victim blame and a negative relationship with perpetrator blame, as well as
a negative relationship with rape perception (the extent to which the event was
perceived as a rape).

Design and statistical analysis

To answer these hypotheses, a survey design methodology was used in the cur-
rent study. The data were collected with several quantitative measures that were
then subjected to statistical analysis. Specifically, the present study investigated
the relationship between modern racism and rape victim and perpetrator blame,
as well as rape perception (the extent to which the incident was perceived as a
rape) using the ordinary least squares regression and multivariate analysis of
variance. In other words, we were primarily interested in looking at the rela-
tionship between the different variables, and not in establishing causal infer-
ences. An a-posteriori power calculation, with minimum power=.80 (as
suggested by Cohen, 1988) and o-level .05, found that 191 participants per
sample were needed to find a small to medium (p =0.2) correlation in the pop-
ulation (Faul et al., 2007).

Method

Participants

The participants came from both a community (n=211; 99 women & 112 men)
and a student population (2=200; 102 women & 98 men). The majority of
participants sampled from the community population had a native Swedish
background (114 participants) vs. an immigrant background (97 participants).
Their ages ranged from 18 to 84 years (M = 30.86, SD =16.25). The majority of
the student participants also had a native Swedish background (135 partici-
pants) vs. an immigrant background (65 participants). Their ages ranged from
18 to 40years (M =22.66, SD=3.57).! The community participants were
recruited in public spaces such as train and bus stations in southern Sweden,
while the student participants were recruited at university campuses in the same
region. The proportion of participants with an immigrant background in the
current study was higher than the Swedish average, which likely was a
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consequence of the urban areas of Southern Sweden being more demographi-
cally diverse than the rest of Sweden (Statistics Sweden, 2020).

Materials and measures

Rape vignette. Similar to Sjoberg and Sarwar (2020) and Stromwall et al. (2014),
the rape vignette used was presented as a short newspaper article (see the
Appendix). The article described that Sarah had met an attractive, previously
unknown, man named Aron on her way home from a party. When Sarah had
arrived home, she had invited Aron into her apartment but changed her mind
when the two of them had started kissing inside her apartment. However, Aron
forced himself onto Sarah and they completed intercourse. Purposefully, the
word rape was excluded from the newspaper article to avoid priming partici-
pants before they answered the subsequent questions (Davies & Rogers, 2006;
Stromwall et al., 2014). The immigration status of the victim and perpetrator
was communicated by explicitly stating in the newspaper article that they either
had a native Swedish or immigrant background. No mentions were made of the
physical appearances of Sarah or Aron.

Rape victim and perpetrator blame items. Following the vignette were four victim
blame and four perpetrator blame items which were borrowed from Stromwall
et al. (2014). Participants were asked to rate, on a scale from 0% to 100%, to
what extent Sarah and Aron could be blamed for the event, respectively. The
words victim or perpetrator were eliminated to avoid a potential bias in the
participant’s ratings.

Rape perception. Participants rated the extent to which they agreed with the fol-
lowing item “To what extent do you perceive the incident in the article as rape?”
on a scale from 0% to 100%. Answering 0% meant they did not at all perceive
the incident as rape while answering 100% meant they completely perceived the
incident as rape.

Modern racism. There are different ways of measuring racism (see Henry & Sears,
2002, for a review). This study used a translated version of the Modern Racism
Scale (translated into Swedish by Akrami et al., 2000; McConahay, 1983, 1986).
The scale measures subtle forms of racism towards immigrants (note the differ-
ence from the American scale which measures subtle racism towards African
Americans). The translated version has been demonstrated to have high internal
consistency (Cronbach’s « = .82; Akrami et al., 2000). The translated scale is a 9-
item measure where responses are given on a 5-point scale anchored by 1
(strongly disagree) and 5 (strongly agree). One example of an item is
“Discrimination of immigrants is no longer a problem in Sweden”. The items
of the scale showed acceptable internal consistency (Cronbach’s o=.79).
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Before using the scales, the original authors were contacted and their permission
to use the scales was obtained.

Demographic information. Before completing the study, participants were asked to
provide information about their gender, age, and immigration status.
Immigration status was decided based on where the participant’s parents were
born. When at least one parent was born outside of Sweden, the participant was
deemed to have an immigrant background in line with Sjoberg and Sarwar
(2020), and the historical way immigration status was determined by Statistics
Sweden (2002).

Procedure

Participants were approached in public spaces such as train stations and uni-
versity campuses in the south of Sweden and asked to participate in a short
study. They were informed about the potentially sensitive topic of the study (i.e.,
a study about crime and blaming attitudes) and promised of their anonymity
and confidentiality. Fewer than 30% of the approached participants refused to
participate while those who wanted to participate gave both oral and written
consent. When participants had completed the survey, they were provided with a
debriefing page, after which the experimenter thanked them for their participa-
tion and debriefed them orally.

Results

Before the data were subjected to statistical analysis, the negative impact of
outliers was reduced by changing them to the next highest/lowest score to
keep their ordinal ranking and missing values were imported with the expecta-
tion maximization method, in line with Tabachnick and Fidell (2007). Although
initial exploration of the data suggested some violations of the assumptions
underlying the statistical tests, such as normality, Schmidt and Finan (2018)
showed that regression is fairly robust to smaller violations of the assumption
of normality, at least for larger samples (such as in this study where the number
of observations per variable was >10). Table 1 shows descriptive statistics for
the modern racism scale, the victim and perpetrator blame scales, and the rape
perception item, respectively.

As shown in Table 1, the victim, perpetrator blame, and rape perception
scales all reached their maximum point of the scale. Only the victim blame
and modern racism scales reached their absolute minimum score of their respec-
tive scales.

Modern racism, rape blame, and rape perception. In order to measure the relation-
ship between modern racism and victim and perpetrator blame, and rape
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Table |. Means, standard deviations, minimum, and maximum scores for all the included
scales and rape perception.

Scales and item Mean (SD) Minimum Maximum
Modern racism 2.1128% (.6540) I 4.67
Victim blame 24.2336° (26.5580) 0 100
Perpetrator blame 78.3275° (24.4817) 10 100
Rape perception 77.25° (30.518) 3 100

Note. The mean scores for each scale and item were reduced to their respective response scales.
?Possible range, 15, ®Possible range, 0—100.

Table 2. Correlation matrix for the victim blame, perpetrator blame, rape perception, and
modern racism scales.

Variables Victim blame Perpetrator blame Rape perception
Victim blame 1.00 - -

Perpetrator blame —.640%FF 1.00 -

Rape perception —.635%%F 769+ 1.00

Modern racism L3474k — 274wk —.294FF*

#Ep < 001,

perception, the ordinary least squares linear regression analysis was used (which
is congruent with the Pearson’s product moment correlation in the singular case;
Field, 2012). As demonstrated in Table 2, there was a significant and moderately
strong (Cohen, 1988) positive correlation between modern racism and victim
blame, and a small to moderate significant negative correlation between modern
racism and perpetrator blame and rape perception, respectively.

In order to determine the explained variance of modern racism on the rape
blame and perception measures, three standard multiple regression analyses
were carried out with victim blame, perpetrator blame, and rape perception
used as dependent variables. Regression analyses performed separately for the
student and the community samples did not indicate large differences in the
underlying outcomes. Hence, the regression analyses include the whole
sample. Bonferroni corrections were employed to avoid an inflated Type I
error (corrected a-level =.05/3 = .017). The first model with victim blame as
the outcome variable and modern racism as the predictor variable explained
12.1% of the variance in victim blame, F(1, 410) =56.13, p <.001. The second
model with modern racism as the predictor variable and perpetrator blame as
the outcome variable explained 7.5% of the variance in perpetrator blame, F(1,
410)=33.30, p <.001. Finally, the last model with modern racism as the pre-
dictor variable and rape perception as the outcome variable explained 8.7% of
the variance in rape perceptions, F(1, 410)=38.78, p <.001.
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Students vs. community members. The study by Sjoberg and Sarwar (2020) failed to
explicitly compare students vs. community members’ victim blame, perpetrator
blame, and rape perceptions since they were merely used as covariates. In order
to investigate if there were any differences between students and community
members regarding their level of these variables, a multivariate analysis of var-
iance was conducted (MANOVA). Preliminary analyses demonstrated that all
three dependent variables were highly correlated (>.6), which is recommended
for MANOVA (Pallant, 2005). Although the Box’s M-test for homogeneity of
covariance matrices was significant, x*>(18) = 77.982, p < .001, Tabachnick
and Fidell (2007, p. 86) cautioned that for large samples (such as in this
study), the Box’s M-test tends to be too strict. Still, for the main analysis, the
Pillai’s Trace statistic was reported as it tends to be the most robust (Pallant,
2005; Tabachnick & Fidell, 2007, p. 269).

There was a significant difference between students and community members
on the combined dependent variables, F(3, 407)=9.883, p<.001, Pillai’s
Trace =.068. Looking at the dependent variables separately, and using a
Bonferroni adjusted alpha level (adjusted a-level =.05/3 ~ .017), it was found
that the students (M =69.31, SD=86.95) assigned significantly less victim
blame compared to the community members (M =123.12, SD=115.99; (1,
409)=28.082, p <.001, ;7,2, = .064 (approximately a medium effect size; Cohen,
1988). The students (M =81.22, SD =26.91) also perceived the incident signif-
icantly more as a rape compared to the community members (M =73.49,
SD=33.21; F(1, 409)=6.681, p=.010, 11[2, =.01607 (approximately a small
effect size; Cohen, 1988). However, there was no significant difference in per-
petrator blame between the students (M = 325.02, SD =89.45) and the commu-
nity members (M =302.21, SD=104.34; F(1, 409)=5.632, p=.018,
1712, =.01359.

Discussion

The aim of the current study was to investigate the relationship between modern
racism and victim and perpetrator blame, as well as rape perception (the extent
to which the incident was perceived as a rape). Based on prior research (e.g.,
Aosved & Long, 2006; George & Martinez, 2002), we hypothesized that there
would be a positive relationship between modern racism and rape victim blame,
such that individuals with high levels of modern racism would give the victim
higher blame for what happened in the described event. In line with these earlier
research findings, this hypothesis was supported. This gives further indications
that racism seems to go together with, not only rape myths as indicated by
Aosved and Long (2006), but also with rape victim blame (similar to George
& Martinez, 2002).

Second, the hypothesized negative relationship between modern racism and
rape perpetrator blame was also supported and in line with the above reasoning.
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This suggests that participants with higher levels of modern racism tended to
assign less blame to the perpetrator. In other words, it seems like modern racism
is moderately related to both victim (positively) and perpetrator blame
(negatively).

Finally, there was also a significant negative relationship between modern
racism and rape perception (the extent to which the participant perceived the
incident as a rape). In summary, these results suggest that modern racism has a
small to moderately strong (Cohen, 1988) relationship with rape victim and
perpetrator blaming attitudes as well as rape perceptions. It could be argued
that rape victim blame constitutes a subtle form of sexism, especially for ambig-
uous sexual encounters where it is not always clear that the event was rape. In
line with this reasoning, George and Martinez (2002) postulated that there might
be an overlap between racism and traditional sex roles, as well as general rape
attitudes, suggesting an underlying connection between the different constructs.

As was discussed above, the link between racism and sexism has been sug-
gested by several scholars (Glick & Fiske, 1996; Lewis, 1977; Swim et al., 1995).
Hence, one could theorize that there exists an underlying psychological con-
struct which is related to both racial and sexual prejudices. For example, as
mentioned previously, there have been some attempts at explaining this link
with theories such as the social dominance theory (Sidanius & Pratto, 1999)
and, even further back, the authoritarian personality (Adorno et al., 1950).
Recent findings have suggested that also other psychological concepts, such as
a low need for cognition and political conservatism (which might be related to
rigid thinking; Zmigrod, 2020) could affect rape victim blaming (Mancini &
Pickett, 2017; Sussenbach et al., 2017). Further research should focus on teasing
out the most relevant explanatory links in this context.

Practical implications for the criminal justice system

The fact that modern racism and victim and perpetrator blame seemed to go
together warrants attention for the criminal justice system. It is well established
that victims of rape and sexual assault often are not believed fully by the police
and, as a result, could experience revictimization (Maier, 2008). Moreover, if
judges tend to blame rape victims, there might be a risk that the perpetrators,
either get away with their crime, or get a mild sentence. This, in turn, could
encourage them and others to engage in similar behaviors in the future. Based
on the current findings, it could be theorized that one (not the only) explanation
behind this victim blaming could be moderate levels of modern racism in certain
legal authorities within the criminal justice system. A first step could therefore
be to include measures like the modern racism scale in the recruitment process
for policemen and legal professionals (just to name a few). Gathering such
information may give a first indication that someone could have a tendency
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to blame victims of ambiguous sexual crimes more, such as in rape cases, com-
pared to someone with a lower modern racism score.

Limitations

The first important limitation of this study concerns the methodological design.
Since it was correlational, it means that it was not possible to infer causality
based on our findings and one therefore has to be very careful in extracting the
results of the study to other contexts. A second limitation concerns the sensitive
topics that were explored. It is well known that questions about racism and
sexism are considered sensitive topics, and therefore, could sometimes be incor-
rectly reported by research participants (Tourangeau & Yan, 2007). This means
that there is a possibility of participants not answering truthfully to the asked
questions. Still, it could be hypothesized that this limitation actually attenuated
rather than overestimated the relationship between modern racism and victim
blaming, and hence, the true relationship might be stronger rather than weaker
in the wider population. A final limitation relates to the fact that the specific
ethnic background of the participants was not asked for, but simply whether
they had an immigrant background or not. This means that anyone from out-
side of Sweden would be considered to have an immigrant background (irre-
spective of where they came from), and hence, immigration status represents a
somewhat blunt and imprecise measure in this study.

Future research

Again, since the design of the study was correlational, it was not possible to infer
causation based on our findings. Naturally, the next step would be to isolate
modern racism and investigate its influence on rape victim and perpetrator
blaming attitudes, as well as other “isms”. For example, one could potentially
prime participants experimentally with modern racism and look at the effects
this could have on rape blaming and sexism in general. It would also be inter-
esting to correlate modern racism with the new political and social divide
between globalism and localism, which has been suggested by some scholars
to be the defining debate of the new millennium (Williams, 2002). Lastly, one
could also conduct more applied research with lawyers and the criminal justice
system to get a better understanding of how modern racism plays a role in
sentencing decisions of sexual offenders.

Conclusion

This study showed a low to moderate correlation between modern racism and
rape victim and perpetrator blame, as well as rape perception among students
and community members in Sweden. This gives further support for the link
between racial attitudes and subtle sexism and victim blaming (Aosved &
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Long, 2006; George & Martinez, 2002; Katz et al., 2017). By investigating the
relationship between modern racism and rape victim and perpetrator blaming
attitudes in a Northern European context, the existing research was expanded.
However, more research still needs to be done to establish causal relationships
between modern racism and rape victim blaming attitudes. The coming years will
hopefully see an increase in research about this timely topic and also applications
to other areas of study so that the understanding of xenophobic and racial
attitudes’ relationship with subtle sexist attitudes will be better understood.

Appendix

The Rape Vignette (adopted from Stromwall et al., 2014)

During a late night last week, Sarah, who has a Swedish/immigrant back-
ground, was on her way home from a party in central Mora (a city in Sweden).
She was heavily intoxicated. A few blocks away from her flat, she met an attrac-
tive unknown man who had been to a different party. Sarah took interest in the
man and voluntarily invited him back into her flat to spend the night together.
She changed her mind when they had already started kissing in the flat, but the
man did not listen and completed coitus against her will. Sarah reported the
incident to the police the next morning. There were no witnesses of the event,
but with the help of Sarah’s description, the assailant is now identified as Aron
and has been arrested by the police. Aron has a Swedish/immigrant background
but has never before been charged with violent crimes. He has a university
degree and is currently unemployed. During the police interrogation, it was
discovered that Aron believed that Sarah consented fully to the act.
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uscript adds substantially to the previous manuscript. The study was approved by the
Department of Psychology at Lund University in accordance with the Swedish law on
ethics for research on human participants.

References

Adorno, T. W., Frenkel-Brunwik, E., Levinson, D. J., & Nevitt, S. R. (1950). The author-
itarian personality. Harpers.

Aghasaleh, R. (2018). Oppressive curriculum: Sexist, racist, classist, and homophobic
practice of dress codes in schooling. Journal of African American Studies, 22(1),
94-108. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12111-018-9397-5

Akrami, N., Ekehammar, B., & Araya, T. (2000). Classical and modern racial prejudice:
A study of attitudes toward immigrants in Sweden. European Journal of Social
Psychology, 30(4), 521-532. https://doi.org/10.1002/1099-0992(200007/08)30:4<521::
AID-EJSP5>3.0.CO;2-N

Aosved, A. C., & Long, P. J. (2006). Co-occurrence of rape myth acceptance, sexism,
racism, homophobia, ageism, classism, and religious intolerance. Sex Roles, 55(7-8),
481-492. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11199-006-9101-4

Aronson, E. (2012). The social animal. Worth Publishers.

Ash, E., Sanderson, J., Kumanyika, C., & Gramlich, K. (2017). “Just goes to show how
these hoes try to tear men down”: investigating twitter and cultural conversations on
athletic ability, race, and sexual assault. Journal of Sports Media, 12(1), 65-87. https://
doi.org/10.1353/jsm.2017.0003

Bergh, R., & Akrami, N. (2016). Are non-agreeable individuals prejudiced? Comparing
different conceptualizations of agreeableness. Personality and Individual Differences,
101(1), 153-159.

Bergh, R., Akrami, N., & Ekehammar, B. (2010). Social identity and prejudiced person-
ality. Personality and Individual Differences, 48(3), 317-321.

Bergh, R., Akrami, N., Sidanius, J., & Sibley, C. G. (2016). Is group membership nec-
essary for understanding generalized prejudice? a re-evaluation of why prejudices are
interrelated. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 111(3), 367-395.

Bitsch, A. (2019). The geography of rape: Shaming narratives in Norwegian rape cases.
Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society, 44(4), 931-953. https://doi.org/0097-
9740/2019/4404-0004510.00

Bongiorno, R., McKimmie, B. M., & Masser, B. M. (2016). The selective use of rape-
victim stereotypes to protect culturally similar perpetrators. Psychology of Women
Quarterly, 40(3), 398—413. https://doi.org/10.1177/0361684316631932

Braithwaite, J. (1989). Crime, shame and reintegration. Cambridge University Press.

Bulmer, M., & Solomos, J. (Eds.). (1999). Racism. Oxford University Press.

Backstrom, M., & Bjorklund, F. (2007). Structural modeling of generalized prejudice:
The role of social dominance, authoritarianism, and empathy. Journal of Individual
Differences, 28(1), 10-17. https://doi.org/10.1027/1614-0001.28.1.10

BoRtz, T. (2007). Betongen brinner [The concrete is burning]. Leopard Forlag.

Canto, J. M., Garcia, J. S. M., & Novas, F. P. (2018). Exploring the role of aggressor’s
social class in rape and its relation to right-wing authoritarianism and social dominance.
Journal of Interpersonal Violence. https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260518805095



Sjoberg and Sarwar 561

Cohen, J. (1988). Statistical power analysis for the behavioral sciences (2nd ed.). Erlbaum.

Cohen, T. R., Wolf, S. T., Panter, A. T., & Insko, C. A. (2011). Introducing the GASP
scale: A new measure of guilt and shame proneness. Journal of Personality and Social
Psychology, 100(5), 947-966. https://doi.org/10.1037/a0022641

Corbin, J. C., & Burrow, A. L. (2020, March 18). Celebrating while Black: NFL
Quarterbacks perceived as representing Black culture are judge as more arrogant.
https://doi.org/10.31234/osf.io/bw3uy

Curtin, P. (1999). The Africans ‘place in nature’. In M. Bulmer & J. Solomos (Eds.),
Racism (pp. 31-34). Oxford University Press.

Davies, M., & Rogers, P. (2006). Perceptions of male victims in depicted sexual assaults:
A review of the literature. Aggression and Violent Behavior, 11(4), 367-377. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.avb.2006.01.002

Donovan, R. A. (2007). Influences of target race and observer sex on rape blame attri-
bution. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 22(6), 722-736. https://doi.org/10.1177/
0886260507300754

Faul, F., Erdfelder, E., Lang, A. G., & Buchner, A. (2007). G*power 3: A flexible sta-
tistical power analysis program for the social, behavioral, and biomedical sciences.
Behavior Research Methods, 39(2), 175-191. https://doi.org/10.3758/bf03193146

Field, A. (2012). Discovering statistics using R. SAGE Publications.

Field, C. J., Kimuna, S. R., & Straus, M. A. (2013). Attitudes toward interracial
relationships among college students: Race, class, gender, and perceptions of parental
views. Journal of Black Studies, 44(7), 741-776. https://doi.org/10.1177/
0021934713507580

Fiske, S. T., & Taylor, S. E. (2013). Social cognition: From brains to culture (2nd ed.).
SAGE Publications.

Gamblin, B. W., Kehn, A., Vanderzanden, K., Ruthig, J. C., Jones, K. M., & Long, B. L.
(2018). A comparison of juror decision making in race-based and sexual orientation-
based hate crime cases. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 088626051877430. https://
doi.org/10.1177/0886260518774305

Gibson, A. N., Chancellor, R., Cooke, N. A., Dahlen, S. P., & Patin, B. (2020).
Struggling to breathe: COVID-19, protest, and the LIS response. Equality,
Diversity and Inclusion.

Glick, P., & Fiske, S. T. (1996). The ambivalent sexism inventory: Differentiating hostile
and benevolent sexism. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 70(3), 491-512.

George, W. H., & Martinez, L. J. (2002). Victim blaming in rape: Effects of victim and
perpetrator race, type of rape, and participant racism. Psychology of Women
Quarterly, 26(2), 110-119.

Henry, P. J., & Sears, D. O. (2002). The symbolic racism 2000 scale. Political Psychology,
23(2), 253-283. https://doi.org/10.1111/0162-895X.00281

Henry, P. J., & Sears, D. O. (2003). The origins of symbolic racism. Journal of Personality
and Social Psychology, 85(2), 259—-175. https://doi.org/10.1037/0022-3514.85.2.259

Hofstede, G. (1991). Cultures and organizations: Intercultural cooperation and its impor-
tance for survival. Profile Books.

Hooghe, M., & Dassonneville, R. (2018). Explaining the trump vote: The effect of racist
resentment and anti-immigrant sentiments. PS. Political Science & Politics, 51(03),
528-534. https://doi.org/10.1017/S1049096518000367



562 Psychological Reports 125(1)

Hiibinette, T., & Tigervall, C. (2009). To be non-white in a colour-blind society:
Conversations with adoptees and adoptive parents in Sweden on everyday racism.
Journal of Intercultural Studies, 30(4), 335-353.

International Committee of Medical Journal Editors. (2020, March 14). Overlapping
publications. http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/publishing-and-editori
al-issues/overlapping-publications.html

Katz, J., Merrilees, C., Hoxmeier, J. C., & Motisi, M. (2017). White female
bystanders’ responses to a black woman at risk for incapacitated sexual assault.
Psychology of Women Quarterly, 41(2), 273-285. https://doi.org/10.1177/
0361684316689367

Katz, J., Merrilees, C., LaRose, J., & Edgington, C. (2018). White female bystanders’
responses to a black woman at risk for sexual assault: Associations with attitudes
about sexism and racism injustice. Journal of Aggression, Maltreatment & Trauma,
27(4), 444-459. https://doi.org/10.1080/10926771.2017.1376238

Levchak, C. C. (2018). Microagressions and modern racism: Endurance and evolution.
Palvgrave Macmillian.

Lewis, D. K. (1977). A response to inequality: Black women, racism, and sexism. Signs:
Journal of Women in Culture and Society, 3(2), 339-361.

Lindstrom, B., Selbing, 1., Molapour, T., & Olsson, A. (2014). Racial bias shapes social
reinforcement learning. Psychological Science, 25(3), 711-719.

Maier, S. L. (2008). “I have heard horrible stories...”: Rape victim advocates’ percep-
tions of the revictimization of rape victims by the police and medical system. Violence
against Women, 14(7), 786-808. https://doi.org/10.1177/1077801208320245

Mancini, C., & Pickett, J. T. (2017). Reaping what they sow? Victim-offender overlap
perceptions and victim blaming attitudes. Victims & Offenders, 12(3), 434-466. https://
doi.org/10.1080/15564886.2015.1093051

Martens, P. L. (1997). Immigrants, crime, and criminal justice in Sweden. Crime and
Justice, 21, 183-255.

Maud, B. (2016). Managing cross-cultural communication: Principles and practice.
Palgrave Macmillian.

McConahay, J. B. (1983). Modern racism and modern discrimination: The effects of race,
racial attitudes, and context on simulated hiring decisions. Personality and Social
Psychology Bulletin, 9(4), 551-558. https://doi.org/10.1177/0146167283094004

McConahay, J. B. (1986). Modern racism, ambivalence, and the modern racism scale. In
J. F. Dovidio & S. L. Gaertner (Eds.), Prejudice, discrimination, and racism
(pp. 91-126). Academic Press.

McMahon, J. M., & Kahn, K. B. (2018). When sexism leads to racism: Threat, protecting
women, and racial bias. Sex Roles, 78(9—-10), 591-605. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11199-
017-0828-x

Mulliken, B. L. (2005). Rape myth acceptance in college students: The influence of gender,
racial, and religious attitudes (Doctoral dissertation). Retrieved from ProQuest
Dissertations Publishing (3195602).

Orth, U. (2002). Secondary victimization of crime victims by criminal proceedings. Social
Justice Research, 15(4), 313-325. https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1021210323461



Sjoberg and Sarwar 563

Osanami-Torngren, S. (2011). Love ain’t got no color? Attitude toward interracial marriage
in Sweden. Prinfo Grafiskt Center.

Pallant, J. (2005). SPSS survival manual: A step by step guide to data analysis using SPSS
for windows. Allen & Unwin.

Runblom, H. (1994). Swedish multiculturalism in a European perspective. Sociological
Forum, 9(4), 623-640.

Schmidt, A. F., & Finan, C. (2018). Linear regression and the normality assumption.
Journal of Clinical Epidemiology, 98, 146—151. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclinepi.2017.
12.006

Sidanius, J., & Pratto, F. (1999). Social dominance: An intergroup theory of social hier-
archy and oppression. Cambridge University Press.

Sjoberg, M., & Sarwar, F. (2020). Who gets blamed for rapes: Effects of immigration
status on the attribution of blame toward victims and perpetrators. Journal of
Interpersonal Violence, 35(13-14), 2446-2463. https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260517
703371

Statistics Sweden (2002). Statistics on persons with foreign background. SCB Tryck.

Statistics Sweden. (2010). Befolkning efter bakgrund [Background of population]. The
Department of Demographics, SCB.

Statistics Sweden. (2020, July 30). Andel personer med utlindsk bakgrund, 2019 jamfort
med 2018 [Proportion of people with immigrant backgrounds, 2019 compared with
2018]. Orebro, Sweden: The department of demographics, SCB. https://www.scb.se/h
itta-statistik/statistik-efter-amne/befolkning/befolkningens-sammansattning/befol
kningsstatistik/pong/tabell-och-diagram/topplistor-kommuner/andel-personer-med-
utlandsk-bakgrund/

Stromwall, L. A., Landstrom, S., & Alfredsson, H. (2014). Perpetrator characteristics and
blame attributions in a stranger rape situation. The European Journal of Psychology
Applied to Legal Context, 6(2), 63—67. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ejpal.2014.06.002

Sussenbach, P., Albrecht, S., & Bohner, G. (2017). Implicit judgments of rape cases: An
experiment on the determinants and consequences of implicit evaluations in a rape
case. Psychology, Crime & Law, 23(3), 291-304. https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316X.
2016.1247160

Swim, J. K., Aikin, K. J., Hall, W. S., & Hunter, B. A. (1995). Sexism and racism: Old-
fashioned and modern prejudices. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 68(2),
199-214.

Tabachnick, B. G., & Fidell, L. S. (2007). Using multivariate statistics. Pearson
Education.

Tourangeau, R., & Yan, T. (2007). Sensitive questions in surveys. Psychological Bulletin,
133(5), 859-883. https://doi.org/10.1037/0033-2909.133.5.859

Van Laer, K., & Janssens, M. (2011). Ethnic minority professionals’ experiences with
subtle discrimination in the workplace. Human Relations, 64(9), 1203-1227. https://
doi.org/10.1177/0018726711409263

Williams, D. C. (2002). Introduction: Communication perspectives on relationships
between globalism and localism. Communication Studies, 53(1), 1-3. https://doi.org/
10.1080/10510970209388570



564 Psychological Reports 125(1)

World Economic Forum. (2018, January 9). Global gender gap score. http://reports.wefo
rum.org/global-gender-gap-report-2017/dataexplorer/

Zmigrod, L. (2020). The role of cognitive rigidity in political ideologies: Theory, evidence,
and future directions. Current Opinion in Behavioral Sciences, 34, 34-39. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.cobeha.2019.10.016

Author Biographies

Mattias Sjoberg is a PhD student at the Department of Psychology, Lancaster
University. He is a member of the Centre for Research and Evidence on Security
Threats, Lancaster University.

Farhan Sarwar is an Associate Professor at the Department of Police Education,
Sodertorn University, Stockholm, Sweden.



