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Seung-Yull Cho, MD, PhD, the former Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Korean Medical Science  
(1997–2006), passed away on January 27, 2019 at the age of 75. He was born in Seoul on 
November 16, 1943. He graduated from Seoul National University College of Medicine in 1968, 
and he became a parasitologist. His professional career began at Department of Parasitology 
Seoul National University (1974–1981), but later he worked as Professor of Parasitology at 
Chung-Ang University (Dean, College of Medicine in 1992–1995), at the Catholic University 
of Korea, and at Sungkyunkwan University. After he retired at Sungkyunkwan University in 
2009, he continued teaching at Gachon University. He contributed as the President of the 
Korean Society for Parasitology (1988–1989), the Korean Association of Medical Journal Editors 
(2002–2005), and the National Academy of Medicine of Korea (2010–2013).

Professor Cho published about 300 research articles on parasitology. He investigated 
chemotherapeutic control of enterobiasis, epidemiology of human ascariasis, serological tests of 
helminthiases, and other translational research. Thanks to his excellent scientific achievements, 
many patients with tissue invading helminthiases could make accurate diagnosis.

Professor Cho's accomplishments covered a wide array of fields. In addition to the field 
of parasitology, he also made a great professional contribution to publication of medical 
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journals. To improve the quality of Korean medical journals, he initiated organizing the Korean 
Association of Medical Journal Editors in 1996 with many colleague editors of Korean medical 
journals and laid out a firm foundation for publishing medical journals in Korea. He was a role 
model Editor-in-Chief of Journal of Korean Medical Science from 1997 to 2006.

Professor Cho had enjoyed working hard through his life. Especially he was an ardent 
reader of manuscripts and legendary editor of journals. He continuously reviewed accepted 
manuscripts of the Journal of Korean Medical Science as an editorial adviser after leaving the 
editorial office in 2006. He devoted his whole life in Korean medical science as a type 
philologist. He was humble and austere personally but strict in science and editing. He is the 
‘seonbi’ of the era, which is a Korean term for a great scholar with social acknowledgment. 
He gave us hope and courage. He will be remembered forever with sincere esteem and love.
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