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A Surprise in the Bile Duct
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A76-year-old woman complained of abdominal pain
that has been persisting for a month. She also

mentioned experiencing significant weight loss. The labo-
ratory results indicate a white blood cell count of 5180/uL
with eosinophilia. The liver function tests were within the
normal limit. The CA19-9 level was 22.48 U/mL. An ultra-
sound revealed intrahepatic duct dilatation and a hypoechoic
lesion in the left lobe of the liver (Figure A). A magnetic reso-
nance imaging scan of the abdomen was conducted, revealing
the presence of an intraductal papillary neoplasm of the bile
duct (IPNB) in segment IV (Figure B). She underwent left hep-
atectomy. During the procedure, cholangioscopy was conduct-
ed to assess the tumor’s extent. It was discovered that a flat
worm was present in the biliary tract, using its oral sucker
(Figure C). The surgical specimen showed the presence of
papillary lesions (as arrow in Figure D), which were later
confirmed to be IPNB through histological examination.

In Northeastern Thailand, Opisthorchis viverrini infection
is exceptionally prevalent, especially in rural areas where
people often eat undercooked freshwater fish that may
contain the infective stage of O viverrini. In addition, there is
a significant correlation between O viverrini infection and
the occurrence of IPNB.1
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