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Background:
Wide variations in COVID-19 infection and outcomes exist
across Europe and within countries. PHIRI will look at
COVID-19 impacts in specific subgroups by conducting
research through use cases of immediate relevance for public
health policies focusing on indirect effects of the pandemic
related to healthcare and other policies to contain the
pandemic. Furthermore, the use cases represent pilot activities
for the benefits and added value of a research infrastructure by
bringing together data from different European countries.
Methods:
Four research use cases will focus on selected aspects of
vulnerable population groups and risk factors, delayed medical
care in cancer, perinatal health outcomes, as well as mental
health outcomes and are selected based on public health
importance, geographic coverage, feasibility of producing
actionable insights and relevance for the PHIRI infrastructure.
The use cases will demonstrate how a broad variety of
secondary data (e.g. administrative and survey data) can be
pooled and/or reused in a distributed way across Europe.
Results:
The outputs of the use cases will be processed by formalizing
data models, data management processes and analytical
pipelines in an interoperable way to feed in the federated
research infrastructure. The use cases facilitate research by
making scalable, reproducible methods available within PHIRI
and by publishing the FAIRified use cases analysis results on
the Health Information Portal. They will provide outcomes to
guide policy makers in preparedness and response scenarios
and will ensure the development of a format for the timely
dissemination of use case results to the targeted groups.
Conclusions:
PHIRI will provide insights in real life use cases to generate
immediate results on key health impacts of COVID-19 on

population health to underpin decision making and will drive
the development of the federated research infrastructure that
allows rapid cycle analysis.
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Background:
A better understanding of possible future developments is
essential for policy makers to anticipate and influence these
trends. Public health foresight studies (PHFS) are tools to
support this. The current health crisis makes clear that PHFS
are necessary more than ever to target possible future impacts
resulting from SARS-COV-2 induced changes in e.g. regular
health care services, lifestyle and socio-economic develop-
ments. To support European countries in doing their own
foresight studies, PHIRI aims to strengthen foresight capacity.
Methods:
PHIRI follows a 4-step approach: 1. Making an inventory of
current PHFS capacities and capacity needs across European
countries using desk research and an online survey; 2.
Providing PHFS capacity building via a training course and
workshops; 3. Supporting the development of public health
scenarios for the short term (0-5 years) and longer-term (5-20
years); 4. Supporting the identification of promising policy
strategies, using policy dialogues.
Results:
The online survey was completed by participants of 21
countries and shed light on existing national PHFS and
needs for capacity building. It also provided a basis for the
development of a professional network on PHFS within the
project. Literature research revealed a range of studies using
stakeholder involvement and scenario analysis to explore
alternative futures. A PHFS capacity building course was
developed consisting of three parts: a general, introductory
module; three advanced modules deepening on several PHFS
elements; and a final module evaluating and preparing
countries for developing scenarios together.
Conclusions:
There is a lot of interest in using foresight in public health,
especially in these times of crisis. PHIRI provides more insight
in the wider public health impacts of the SARS-COV-2
pandemic and in translating this into policy options.
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The SARS-CoV-2 outbreak and the corresponding COVID-19
pandemic has had and continues to have a significant impact
on the health and wellbeing of the general population globally.
University students are in a unique position during the
COVID-19 pandemic as they are confronted with substantial
changes and restrictions, both at governmental and university-

level. Stark changes to lifestyle include changes in social and
academic life. In order to understand and investigate the
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on student health and
well-being, the COVID-19 International Student Well-Being
Study (C19 ISWS) was initiated early on in April 2020. Led by
researchers at the University of Antwerp, Belgium, a survey
questionnaire and protocol was written. Within a few weeks,
researchers from 166 high education institutions in 26
different countries had agreed to run the survey in their
respective institutions and data was collected from May- July
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