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As the world is suffering from an ongoing and serious pan-
demic, I felt it necessary to comment, from the perspec-
tive of a teacher, on the impact this pandemic has had and
is having on anatomical education (Franchi 2020) in India.
My concerns are basically about the implications it might
have on the future of current anatomy students. So, here
I wish to present some of my experiences on this matter.
Readers must be aware of the fact that the outbreak of the
novel coronavirus began in Wuhan, China, in late December
2019 (Zhu 2020). The World Health Organization named the
disease caused by this severe acute respiratory syndrome
coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) as COVID-19 on 11th Febru-
ary (WHO 2020a), and subsequently labelled it a pandemic
on 11th March (WHO 2020b). On 2nd April, the number of
cases reported worldwide crossed 1 million, with 205 coun-
tries and territories affected (Worldometer 2020). In India,
country-wide lockdown was imposed on 23rd March, and
since then the majority of universities and medical colleges
had suspended face to face teaching, forcing teachers and
students to move to online distance learning for an indefi-
nite period. However, the teaching—learning of anatomy with
cadaveric dissection has become almost non-existent in most
medical schools due to the lack of the number of corpses
compared with the growing number of students. In India, the
scenario is completely different from European countries;
till date, most of the Indian medical schools use cadaveric
dissections as the prime source of teaching anatomy. So, the
COVID-19 pandemic situation has hit us hard and created
a lot of ruckus in medical teaching. Specifically, if we talk
about teaching anatomy, the magnitude of its impact is many
folds, because our curriculum is practical work based, which
is not possible at the present. Although medical teachers are
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trying their best to teach students using different online plat-
forms available, practical work is missing. Being a teacher in
anatomy, initially it was really impossible for us to teach the
subject in this pandemic period. In regular days, we used to
do dissection of a particular region in the morning session so
that students can see and feel the anatomical structures. On
the same afternoon, we used to conduct lecture on the same
topic. However all of a sudden, we have entered into a virtual
world of teaching and learning after a country-wide lock-
down was announced. Neither could we do dissection nor
take lectures in a lecture theatre in front of the students. The
situation was really extraordinary and no one had any clue
how to continue the teaching—learning process. Initially, few
faculty started with sending ppts and YouTube links to make
the process fruitful, but the students did not find it useful and
there was lot of confusion regarding the method of teaching
to be adopted. Few institutes started with online teaching
using platforms such as Zoom, Webex and Google Meet.
We also thought of doing the same in our institution (All
India Institute of Medical Sciences, Bathinda), but before
starting we thought of taking students’ opinion regarding
such method of teaching. After getting their views, we found
that most of the students were not in favour of online plat-
forms and the reasons cited were network issues, as most
of our students were from either rural or suburban areas.
Now, we were left with only one feasible option: that was
making video lectures with recorded narration. Initially, it
was the department of anatomy that started such a method
of teaching and luckily our students found it very innova-
tive and useful. We started getting a huge response from
our students. Side by side, we started online discussions
using Google Classroom, followed by online assessment
like quiz competition. The students were really happy with
this method. It was like a gush of fresh air for all of us in
the middle of the COVID-19 pandemic situation. Gradu-
ally, other departments acknowledged our efforts and few
started doing the same. Despite the advances in technology,
we believe that cadaveric dissection is the ideal and the most
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effective method of teaching anatomy (Ghosh 2017), as it is
one of the methods of training hands and fingers for future
surgical procedures on living human beings (Ajita and Singh
2007). Government of India, Ministry of Health and Fam-
ily Welfare, recently have issued guidelines of dead body
management in view of COVID-19 pandemic understanding
the significance of dead body (Ravi 2020). Now when I am
writing our story, it is already 3 months in this virtual world
of anatomy and we all are eagerly waiting to go back to the
D-hall ‘where death laughs to teach the living’.
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