
To the Editor of The Indian Medical Gazette. 

Sir,?In response to the correspondence of Major 
Porter, published in the January number of the Gazette, 
I may mention here that while in charge of a special 
venereal section of a war hospital tor a few months, 
I had to perform myself not less than a hundred intra- 

venous salvarsan and kharsivan (not the neo-salts) in- 

jections every week. During the troublesome process, 
I once could not avoid introducing two or three air 

bubbles at rapid succession. According to the traditional 
teaching of the terrible effects of air embolism, I passed 
a few most anxious hours. But happily nothing un- 
toward transpired. . T , ? 

Later on, on three more occasions, 
i distinctly remem- 

ber to have introduced air bubbles in the veins of dif- 
ferent individuals, without any bad effect. 

In my opinion, it is most likely that the air bubbles 

are incarcerated into the meshes of the columns? carneae 

of the right auricle and its appendix, whence gradually 
absorbed by the blood stream. I think bad result can 
only follow in the shape of an embolus in the pulmonary 
tissues, unless the volume of air introduced is immoderate, 
in which case a condition of shock and sudden heart 
failure is not unlikely to follow from the irritation of 
the sensitive endocardium. 

Later on, in my present practice in a bad kala-azar 
area, while injecting antimony solutions and neo-salvar- 
sans, which I have had to perform very frequently, I 
never take any great trouble to remove those minute air 
bubbles which so tenaciously adhere to the sides of 
syringe and piston, without any bad effect whatsoever. 
On the strength of the above facts, I can conclude 

that the dread of introducing air bubbles is mostly 
hypothetical. Of course, every ordinary precaution to 
the technique and a rigid asepsis should on no account 
be relaxed. 

I hope other workers will kindly publish their obser- 
vation and put a strength to our findings. 

Yours, etc.. 
H. CHATTERJEE, m.b., 

LATE CAPTAIN, I.M.S., 
Baisrasi, Sadarpur, F arid pur. 

zor/i February, iy^. 


