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ABSTRACT: A 3-substituted isocoumarin scaffold has captivated
extensive interest in synthetic and medicinal chemistry due to its
presence in various natural products with diverse biological activities.
Herein, we report a mesoporous CuO@MgO nanocomposite that was
prepared via the sugar-blowing induced confined method with an E-
factor of 12.2 and its catalytic potential in the facile synthesis of 3-
substituted isocoumarin from 2-iodobenzoic acids and terminal
alkynes. Powder X-ray diffraction, scanning electron microscopy,
high-resolution transmission electron microscopy, energy-dispersive
X-ray analysis, X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy, and Brunauer−
Emmett−Teller techniques were utilized for the characterization of
the as-prepared nanocomposite. A broad substrate scope, mild
reaction conditions, excellent yield in short reaction time, no usage of additives, and better green chemistry metrices such as a
low E-factor (0.71), high reaction mass efficiency (58.28%), low process mass efficiency (1.71), and high turnover number (629) are
the various advantages of the present synthetic route. The nanocatalyst was recycled and reused up to five runs without significant
loss in its catalytic activity and a very low leaching of copper (3.20 ppm) and magnesium ions (0.72 ppm). Powder X-ray diffraction
and high-resolution transmission electron microscopy techniques confirmed the structural integrity of the recycled CuO@MgO
nanocomposite.

■ INTRODUCTION
Porous materials have been extensively explored in sensing,
drug discovery, gas storage, heterogeneous catalyst, etc.1 A
well-defined pore size and shape provide the distinct
adsorption sites to porous materials, whereas particle
aggregation can be prevented by the pore size.2 The slight
difference in pore size of microporous and mesoporous
materials stimulated the diffusion, resettling, and activation of
reactants in the pore of mesoporous materials.3 The
mesoporous materials have been widely explored in the field
of drug delivery, adsorption, sensors, catalysis, etc., due to their
high surface area and adjustable pore topology.4−7 The
potential utilization of mesoporous materials as the support
for the nanoparticle depends upon the pore topology of
mesoporous materials with confined pore size distribution.8

Mesoporous metal oxides such as TiO2,
9 Al2O3,

10 SiO2,
11

ZrO2,
12 CeO2,

12 Fe2O3,
13 MgO,14 etc., have been extensively

reported as the catalyst support. MgO provides numerous
advantages over other metal oxides as it possesses unique
Lewis acid−base bifunctional activities, eco-friendly properties,
being less expensive, irreducible oxide, and lower environ-
mental effects in accordance with the clean water act basic
limits.15,16 The existence of several edge corner defect sites
with Lewis acidic Mg+2 and Lewis basic O−2 sites

accompanying with several crystal defects make MgO as the
better option for the nanoparticle support. These exposed sites
facilitate the progress of reaction in shorter time.17 MgO has
been extensively explored as the nanoparticle support for
several transformations such as nitro reductions using Au/
MgO,18 oxidative dehydrogenation using V2O5/MgO,

19 CO2
reforming of methane using Ni/MgO,20 and so on.
The implementation of copper-based nanomaterials as a

robust heterogeneous catalyst on a variety of organic
transformations has garnered notable attention due to their
cost-effectiveness, low toxicity, and easy accessibility of Cu0,
CuI, CuII, and CuIII oxidation states owing to their reactivity via
one-electron and two-electron reaction pathways.21 Different
oxidation states of copper enable the activation of diverse
functional groups through Lewis acid interactions or π-
coordination.22 One of the cost-effective strategies of
constructing the advanced and robust copper-based nano-
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particles for catalysis is to stabilize copper nanoparticles over
other types of support to suppress the agglomeration of copper
nanoparticles.21 Various methods have been reported for the
synthesis of copper-based nanocomposites such as electro-
chemical, chemical, and biogenic methods. One of the green
approaches is the biogenic method, which involves natural
reducing agents such as enzymes, plant extracts, and
microorganisms.23 Transition metal-based nanoparticles have
been explored as a highly active and selective catalyst for
numerous synthetic methodologies. The improved catalytic
properties of nanoparticles are often credited to their enhanced
surface area to volume ratio along with size-dependent changes
in their electronic structure, which allows the charge
distribution in electron-transfer processes.24

Isocoumarins are the core moiety of numerous natural
products.25−27 They exhibit multifarious pharmacological
activities such as antifungal,28 antimicrobial,29 anti-HIV,30

antidiabetic,31 antitumor,32 and anti-inflammatory.33 Some of
the 3-substituted isocoumarins possessing biological activities
are shown in Figure 1. Aside from these activities, they also are

used as a synthons for the synthesis of important heterocycles
like isochromenes, isoquinolines, isocarbostyrils, and 3,4-
dihydroisocoumarins.34−38 The biological importance of 3-
substituted isocoumarins has led to develop the notable
synthetic methodologies for the formation of this scaffold via
transition metal catalyzed reactions.39−43

Among all, one of the most efficient protocols for the
formation of isocoumarins is 6-endo dig cyclization of 2-
alkynylbenzoic acid or esters using palladium, copper, silver,
and Lewis acid catalyst.44−49 These approaches display some
restrictions such as the non-recyclable catalytic system, usage
of additives or bases, toxic organic solvents, higher reaction
time, high temperature, and regioselectivity problem (Scheme
1).

There is a necessity of an efficient recyclable nanocatalyst for
the synthesis of isocoumarins under mild reaction conditions.
Keeping these foregoing concerns in mind and in continuation
of our efforts toward the area of nanocatalysis,50−53 herein, we
report the development of the recyclable mesoporous CuO@
MgO nanocomposite system for the synthesis of 3-substituted
isocoumarins from 2-iodobenzoic acid and terminal alkyne via
Sonogashira-type coupling reaction followed by 6-endo-dig
cyclization with better green chemistry metrices.

■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Synthesis and Characterization of CuO@MgO Nano-

composites. The CuO@MgO nanocomposites were synthe-
sized using the sugar-blowing induced confined synthesis
method.54 Transparent solution containing copper nitrate,
magnesium nitrate, and glucose was heated at 100 °C for 12 h
for complete evaporation results in a gel-like black solid. Then,
the calcination of this gel-like black solid Cu(NO3)2-Mg-
(NO3)2-glucose mixture was performed at 550 °C for 3 h,
resulting in CuO@MgO nanocomposites (Scheme 2).
The powder X-ray diffraction of the CuO@MgO nano-

catalyst revealed the deposition of monoclinic CuO over the
cubic MgO. The phases (−110), (002), (111), (−202), (020),
(113), (−311), (220), and (311) correspond to peaks at 32.4,
35.44, 38.66, 48.69, 53.45, 58.21, 66.13, 68.05, and 72.31°,
respectively, of CuO (JCPDS 45-0937), whereas the phases
(111), (200), (220), (311), and (222) correspond to peaks at
36.68, 42.85, 61.52, 75.11, and 78.60°, respectively, of MgO
(JCPDS 45-0946). The particle size was found to be 17.43 nm
using the Scherrer formula (Figure 2). The surface
morphology of the CuO@MgO nanocomposite was analyzed
and characterized using scanning electron microscopy (SEM),
as shown in Figure 3. The SEM results reveal the loading of
copper oxide over honeycomb-like magnesium oxide.
Figure 4a−e shows high-resolution transmission electron

microscopy (HR-TEM) images, which reveals that the black
copper oxide nanoparticles are well embedded over MgO
nanosheets. Figure 4f shows the selected area electron
diffraction (SAED) pattern in which diffraction rings
correspond to the (002) and (113) planes of CuO and
(200) and (311) planes of MgO.
The energy-dispersive X-ray analysis (EDAX) elemental

analysis of CuO@MgO nanocomposites indicated the
presence of 28.6, 28.3, and 31.9 wt % of copper, magnesium,
and oxygen, respectively, as shown in Figure 5.
XPS analysis was examined for confirmation of surface

distribution and elemental state of CuO@MgO nanocompo-
sites. Figure 6 shows the high-resolution spectra of Cu 2p, Mg
2p, Mg 2s, and O 1s.
The binding energies situated at 932.1 and 952.1 eV

correspond to 2p3/2 and 2p1/2 orbitals of Cu2+ with satellite
peaks located at 940.4 and 960.2 eV, respectively. The
difference in binding energies of Cu 2p3/2 and Cu 2p1/2 is 20
eV, which is characteristic for the existence of CuO.53,55 The
high-resolution spectrum of Mg 2p shows a peak at 47.6 eV,
whereas two peaks allocated at 85.7 and 86.8 eV are observed
for Mg 2s, which can be associated with Mg−OH and Mg−O
linkages, respectively. The peak observed in the O 1s spectrum
at 529.1 eV corresponds to the O−Mg band, which revealed
the presence of MgO.54,56

Next, we investigated the nitrogen adsorption/desorption
isotherm and pore diameter of CuO@MgO, as shown in
Figure 7. It is assigned to the isotherm with a type H3

Figure 1. Representative examples of 3-substituted coumarins
containing pharmacological properties.

Scheme 1. Catalysis for the Synthesis of 3-Substituted
Coumarins from 2-Iodobenzoic Acid and Terminal Alkyne
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hysteresis loop. The nanocomposite CuO@MgO has a pore
size of 29.012 Å (calculated from the adsorption branch by the
Barrett−Joyner−Halenda (BJH) model), BET (Brunauer−
Emmett−Teller) surface area of 60.935 m2/g, pore diameter of
29.012 Å, and a pore volume of 0.158 cm3/g.
CuO@MgO Nanocomposite Catalyzed Synthesis of

Isocoumarin Derivatives. The catalytic evaluation of the

CuO@MgO nanocomposite was explored for the synthesis of
isocoumarin with a wide substrate scope. A model reaction
between 2-iodobenzoic acid 1 and phenylacetylene 2 using the
CuO@MgO nanocatalyst in various solvents or neat
conditions at 80 °C was performed for the optimization
study, as shown in Table 1. Polar solvents like acetonitrile,
DMF, and DMSO are favorable to furnish the desired product
in 70, 82, and 78% yields, respectively (Table 1, entries 1−3).
No desired product was observed in the case of non-polar
solvent toluene (Table 1, entry 4). Then, green solvents like
ethanol, water, EG, PEG, and neat conditions were screened,
and it was found that ethanol, water, and neat conditions have
no contribution in product formation even after a longer time
period (Table 1, entries 5−7) whereas ethylene glycol and
polyethylene glycol are favorable solvents for the CuO@MgO
nanocatalyst with 76 and 92%, respectively (Table 1, entries 8
and 9). The rise in temperature does not display further
enhancement in the progress of reaction, whereas the fall in
temperature decreased the % yield from 92 to 62% in 12 h
(Table 1, entries 10 and 11). Next, we screened the amount of
catalyst loading, and the decrease and increase in the amount
of catalyst led to lowering and no change in % yield of the
desired product (Table 1, entries 12 and 13). The catalytical
property of CuO@MgO was compared with some commonly
supported copper nanoparticles such as CuO@SiO2 and

Scheme 2. Preparation of CuO@MgO Nanocomposites

Figure 2. PXRD of the CuO@MgO nanocatalyst.

Figure 3. (a−d) SEM images of the CuO@MgO nanocatalyst at different magnifications.
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CuO@Al2O3. It was evaluated that the present catalytical
nanohybrid is best suitable for the reaction compared to the
other two (Table 1, entries 14 and 15). Then, both the
components of the nanohybrid were used as the catalyst for the
reaction and the results clearly indicated that the CuO@MgO
nanohybrid is the most suited catalyst for reaction as compared
to both the components (Table 1, entries 16 and 17). In
summary, the synthesis of 3-substituted isocoumarins from 2-
iodobenzoic acid and terminal alkyne was efficiently catalyzed
by the CuO@MgO nanohybrid at 80 °C in the PEG solvent.
The generality of the present methodology using the CuO@

MgO nanocatalytical system under optimized conditions was
examined by various electron donating and withdrawing
substituents on 2-iodobenzoic acid and alkyne substrates, as
shown in Table 2. Initially, different alkynes were screened; it

was observed that the reaction proceeded smoothly with
particularly good % yield with phenyl acetylene and derivative
having the electron donating group (−CH3) (Table 2, entries
3a and 3b), whereas a slight drop in % yield was observed in
the case of the derivative bearing electron withdrawing group
(−F) (Table 2, entry 3c). Then, aliphatic alkynes like but-2-
ynoic acid, pentyne, and octyne were evaluated and gave the
corresponding products in excellent % yield (Table 2, entries
3d, 3e, and 3f).
It is worth mentioning that alkyl alkynes like 3-

methoxyprop-1-yne and hex-5-ynenitrile bearing the valuable
functionalities such as OMe and CN could be transformed into
the desired product in particularly good % yield (Table 2,
entries 3g and 3h). Cyclic alkyne like ethynylcyclopropane
proceeded well under optimal conditions with the correspond-

Figure 4. (a−e) HR-TEM images; (f) SAED image of CuO@MgO nanocomposites.

Figure 5. EDAX analysis of CuO@MgO nanocomposites.
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ing product in good 78% yield (Table 2, entry 3i). Next, we
explored the compatibility of various 2-iodobenzoic acids, and
it was found that methyl, bromo, and pyridyl groups were well
tolerated with excellent to good % yield of the desired product
(Table 2, entries 3j−3o).
The plausible mechanism of the CuO@MgO nanoparticle

catalyzed the synthesis of isocoumarins, as depicted in Figure
8. Initially, the CuO@MgO nanocatalyst activates the alkyne

(2) as well as 2-iodobenzoic acid (1), leading to the formation
of intermediate I via reductive elimination. Then, intermediate
I, which is o-alkynyl benzoic acid, undergoes intramolecular
cyclization that leads to the formation of product 3.
The recyclability of CuO@MgO was studied on a 4 mmol

reaction scale over five runs under optimized conditions
(Figure 9). A non-significant change in catalytic efficiency of
the CuO@MgO nanocatalyst was observed after five runs.

Figure 6. (a−d) High-resolution XPS spectra of CuO@MgO nanocomposites.

Figure 7. (a) Nitrogen adsorption−desorption isotherms; (b) pore diameter of the CuO@MgO nanocomposite.
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Powder XRD and TEM images of the recycled catalyst after
the fifth run disclosed the structural integrity of the CuO@

MgO nanocatalyst. Then, heterogeneity of the nanocomposite
was analyzed under optimized reaction conditions using the
hot filtration test. Summarily, after 30 min, the reaction was
stopped to 50% reaction completion. The nanocatalyst was
recovered, and reaction was prolonged for 3 h at 80 °C. No
further progress of reaction was observed by TLC chromatog-
raphy and confirmed by 1H NMR. The ICP-AES analysis of
the reaction mixture detected an extremely low leached
concentration of copper (3.20 ppm) and magnesium ions
(0.72 ppm), which are far below the tolerance limit of the
respective ions.57

Next, values of green chemistry metrices are evaluated to
estimate the waste production for the synthesis of isocoumarin

Table 1. Optimization of the CuO@MgO Nanohybrid
Catalyzed Synthesis of 3-Substituted Isocoumarins Using 2-
Iodobenzoic Acid (1a) and Terminal Alkyne (2a)a

entry catalyst solvent temp (°C) time (h) yield (%)b

1 CuO@MgO ACN 80 1 70
2 CuO@MgO DMF 80 1 82
3 CuO@MgO DMSO 80 1 78
4 CuO@MgO toluene 80 24
5 CuO@MgO EtOH 80 24
6 CuO@MgO water 80 24
7 CuO@MgO neat 80 24
8 CuO@MgO EG 80 1 76
9 CuO@MgO PEG 80 1 92
10 CuO@MgO PEG 110 1 92
11 CuO@MgO PEG 60 12 62
12c CuO@MgO PEG 80 3 76
13d CuO@MgO PEG 80 1 92
14 CuO@SiO2 EG 80 5 72
15 CuO@Al2O3 EG 80 5 78
16 CuO PEG 80 5 62
17 MgO EG 80 24

aReaction conditions: 2-iodobenzoic acid 1a (0.5 mmol), terminal
alkyne 2 (0.5 mmol), CuO@MgO (10 mg), and solvent (2 mL) were
stirred at appropriate temperature. bIsolated yield. cCatalyst: 5 mg
was used. dCatalyst: 20 mg was used.

Table 2. CuO@MgO Nanocomposite Catalyzed Synthesis of Isocoumarins Using 2-Iodobenzoic Acid (1a) and Alkyne (2a)

Figure 8. Plausible mechanism for the CuO@MgO catalyzed
synthesis of isocoumarin.
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3a using the CuO@MgO nanocatalyst (detailed calculation in
the Supporting Information). We found that the green
chemistry values for the CuO@MgO nanocatalysis system
are much better than the reported homogeneous catalyst
(Table 3).

E-Factor of Catalyst Preparation and Organic Con-
version. To examine the sustainability and environmental
impact of the present protocol, we calculated the E-factor for
CuO@MgO nanocomposites. The E-factor defines as the ratio
of the desired product to the total raw materials such as
starting materials and solvents except water. The E-factor for
the synthesis of the CuO@MgO nanocomposite was 12.2
(Table 4).

■ CONCLUSIONS
In conclusion, we developed a CuO@MgO catalytic system via
the sugar-blowing induced confined synthetic approach with an
E-factor of 12.2. The catalytic capability of the CuO@MgO
nanocomposite was explored for the synthesis of isocoumarins
by reaction between 2-iodobenzoic acids and terminal alkynes
without any base or additive in the polyethylene glycol solvent.
The nanocatalyst was recycled and reused up to five runs
without an appreciable loss in its catalytic activity, which was
confirmed by powder XRD and TEM images. The recoverable
and reusable nanocatalyst system and recyclable solvent evade
the use of any additive or base, and better value green
chemistry metrices such as a low E-factor (0.71), high reaction
mass efficiency (58.28%), low process mass efficiency (1.71),
and high turnover number (629) than the reported methods
are diverse assets of the present synthetic protocol.

■ EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
Synthesis of CuO@MgO Nanocomposites. CuO@MgO

nanocomposites were prepared by using the modified literature
method.54 In a typical experimental process, Mg(NO3)2·6H2O
(0.005 mol), Cu(NO3)2·6H2O (0.005 mol), and glucose (0.01
mol) were dissolved into 25 mL of water. The mixture was
placed in an oven at 100 °C until complete evaporation of
water to get a black gel. Then, this black gel was calcinated at
550 °C for 3 h to obtained black solid CuO@MgO
nanocomposites.
Procedure for the Synthesis of 3-Phenyl-1H-isochro-

men-1-one (3a). A mixture of 2-iodobenzoic acid (0.5
mmol), phenylacetylene (0.5 mmol), and CuO@MgO nano-
particles (10 mg) was mixed in polyethylene glycol and stirred
at 80 °C for 1 h. After the complete consumption of the
reactant confirmed by thin layer chromatography, the catalyst
was separated by centrifugation. Ethanol was used for washing
the recovered nanocatalyst six times, and finally, the catalyst
was dried in an oven. The organic layer was concentrated
under reduced pressure to afford the reaction mixture. Column
chromatography was used to purify the product.
Spectral Data of Compounds. 3-Phenyl-1H-isochro-

men-1-one (3a).White solid; yield: 102 mg (92%); mp = 80−
82 °C (lit. mp = 89−91 °C); 1H NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz) δ:
8.32 (d, J = 8.25 Hz, 1H), 7.91−7.89 (m, 2H), 7.75−7.71 (m,
1H), 7.53−7.42 (m, 5H), 6.97 (s, 1H); 13C NMR (CDCl3, 100
MHz) δ: 162.31, 153.63, 137.52, 134.87, 131.96, 129.97,
129.65, 128.83, 128.15, 125.98, 125.25, 120.54, 101.82; HRMS
(ESI-MS) (m/z) calcd for C15H11O2: 223.0759; found
223.0760 (M + H)+.42

3-(p-Tolyl)-1H-isochromen-1-one (3b). White solid; yield:
106 mg (90%); mp = 110−112 °C (lit. mp = 118−120 °C);
1H NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz) δ: 8.32 (d, J = 8.00 Hz, 1H),
7.80 (d, J = 8.25 Hz, 2H), 7.75−7.71 (m, 1H), 7.52−7.48 (m,
2H), 7.29 (d, J = 6.50 Hz, 2H), 6.93 (s, 1H), 2.43 (s, 3H); 13C
NMR (CDCl3, 100 MHz) δ: 162.44, 153.86, 140.28, 137.73,
134.82, 129.65, 129.55, 129.21, 127.91, 125.83, 125.19, 120.45,
101.08, 21.41; HRMS (ESI-MS) (m/z) calcd for C16H13O2:
237.0916; found 237.0925 (M + H)+.42

3-(4-Fluorophenyl)-1H-isochromen-1-one (3c). White
solid; yield: 102 mg (85%); mp = 125−127 °C (lit. mp =
127−130 °C); 1H NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz) δ: 8.34 (d, J =
8.00 Hz, 1H), 7.92−7.89 (m, 2H), 7.78−7.73 (m, 1H), 7.56−
7.52 (m, 2H), 7.19 (t, J = 8.50 Hz, 2H), 6.92 (s, 1H); 13C
NMR (CDCl3, 100 MHz) δ: 161.23, 152.82, 140.12, 137.42,

Figure 9. Recyclability of the CuO@MgO nanocomposite for the
synthesis of compound 3a.

Table 3. Green Chemistry Metrices

S.
no. catalyst E-factor

process
mass
intensity
(PMI)

reaction
mass

efficiency
(RME)

carbon
efficiency
(CE)

1 CuO@MgO 0.71 1.71 58.28% 92%
2 CuI/Cs2CO3

(literature)44
27.82 28.82 52.29% 80.69%

3 CuI/
K2CO3(literature)

49
2.98 3.98 47.71% 75%

Table 4. E-Factor Calculation for the CuO@MgO
Nanocatalyst

compounds
amount used

(g)
amount recovered

(g)
effective input mass

(g)

Reagents (R)
Mg(NO3)2·
6H2O

2.5 0 2.5

Cu(NO3)2·
3H2O

1.2 0 1.2

glucose 3.6 0 3.6
total 7.3

Product
CuO@MgO 0.6
E-factor (R + S)/(prod) = 7.3/0.6 12.2

ACS Omega http://pubs.acs.org/journal/acsodf Article

https://doi.org/10.1021/acsomega.3c00710
ACS Omega 2023, 8, 16263−16272

16269

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsomega.3c00710?fig=fig9&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsomega.3c00710?fig=fig9&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsomega.3c00710?fig=fig9&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsomega.3c00710?fig=fig9&ref=pdf
http://pubs.acs.org/journal/acsodf?ref=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1021/acsomega.3c00710?urlappend=%3Fref%3DPDF&jav=VoR&rel=cite-as


134.95, 129.72, 128.28, 127.37, 125.94, 116.11, 115.89,
101.59; HRMS (ESI-MS) (m/z) calcd for C15H10FO2:
241.0665; found 241.0645 (M + H)+.49

3-Methyl-1H-isochromen-1-one (3d). White solid; yield:
76 mg (95%); mp = 72−74 °C (lit. mp = 70−72 °C); 1H
NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz) δ: 8.21 (d, J = 8.24 Hz, 1H), 7.65−
7.61 (m, 1H), 7.41 (t, J = 7.79 Hz, 1H), 7.30 (d, J = 7.79 Hz,
1H), 6.23 (s, 1H), 2.25 (s, 3H); 13C NMR (CDCl3, 100 MHz)
δ: 162.99, 154.57, 137.65, 134.74, 129.53, 127.55, 124.85,
119.95, 103.53, 19.66; HRMS (ESI-MS) (m/z) calcd for
C10H9O2: 161.0603; found 161.0600 (M + H)+.

42

3-Propyl-1H-isochromen-1-one (3e). Pale yellow viscous
liquid; yield: 88 mg (94%); 1H NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz) δ:
8.28 (d, J = 8.00 Hz, 1H), 7.71−7.67 (m, 1H), 7.47 (t, J = 7.25
Hz, 1H), 7.38 (d, J = 8.00 Hz, 1H), 6.28 (s, 1H), 2.53 (t, J =
7.50 Hz, 2H), 1.82−1.72 (m, 2H), 1.02 (t, J = 7.50 Hz, 3H);
13C NMR (CDCl3, 100 MHz) δ: 163.12, 158.06, 137.62,
134.69, 129.51, 127.55, 125.00, 120.15, 103.02, 35.45, 20.24,
13.50; HRMS (ESI-MS) (m/z) calcd for C12H13O2: 189.0916;
found 189.0900 (M + H)+.49

3-Hexyl-1H-isochromen-1-one (3f). Yellow solid; yield: 104
mg (90%); mp = 122−124 °C (lit. mp = 122−125 °C); 1H
NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz) δ: 8.26 (d, J = 7.75 Hz, 1H), 7.70−
7.66 (m, 1H), 7.46 (t, J = 7.25 Hz, 1H), 7.37 (d, J = 7.75 Hz,
1H), 6.27 (s, 1H), 2.54 (t, J = 7.50 Hz, 2H), 1.76−1.68 (m,
2H), 1.44−1.27 (m, 6H), 0.91 (t, J = 6.75 Hz, 3H); 13C NMR
(CDCl3, 100 MHz) δ: 163.12, 158.34, 137.65, 134.68, 129.49,
127.51, 125.01, 120.12, 102.85, 33.54, 31.51, 28.69, 26.87,
22.52, 14.04; HRMS (ESI-MS) (m/z) calcd for C15H19O2:
231.1385; found 231.1389 (M + H)+.49

3-(Methoxymethyl)-1H-isochromen-1-one (3g). Pale yel-
low solid; yield: 78 mg (82%); mp = 50−52 °C (lit. mp = 48−
50 °C); 1H NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz) δ: 8.29 (d, J = 7.75 Hz,
1H), 7.73 (t, J = 7.50 Hz, 1H), 7.53 (t, J = 7.50 Hz, 1H), 7.44
(d, J = 7.75 Hz, 1H), 6.56 (s, 1H), 4.31 (s, 2H), 3.52 (s, 3H);
13C NMR (CDCl3, 100 MHz) δ: 162.27, 153.63, 136.82,
134.89, 129.69, 128.33, 125.65, 120.72, 103.81, 70.54, 59.06;
HRMS (ESI-MS) (m/z) calcd for C11H11O3: 191.0708; found
191.0712 (M + H)+.49

4-(1-Oxo-1H-isochromen-3-yl)butanenitrile (3h). Yellow
viscous liquid; yield: 85 mg (80%); 1H NMR (CDCl3, 400
MHz) δ: 8.28 (d, J = 8.00 Hz, 1H), 7.73 (t, J = 7.75 Hz, 1H),
7.52 (t, J = 8.00 Hz, 1H), 7.41 (d, J = 8.00 Hz, 1H), 6.39 (s,
1H), 2.75 (t, J = 7.38 Hz, 2H), 2.47 (t, J = 7.00 Hz, 2H),
2.16−2.09 (m, 2H); 13C NMR (CDCl3, 100 MHz) δ: 162.57,
154.92, 136.99, 134.98, 129.64, 128.19, 125.30, 120.29, 118.84,
104.48, 32.14, 22.64, 16.41; HRMS (ESI-MS) (m/z) calcd for
C13H12NO2: 214.0868; found 214.0866 (M + H)+.

38

3-Cyclopropyl-1H-isochromen-1-one (3i). Pale yellow
viscous liquid; yield: 73 mg (78%); 1H NMR (CDCl3, 400
MHz) δ: 8.20 (d, J = 7.97 Hz, 1H), 7.66−7.61 (m, 1H), 7.41−
7.37 (m, 1H), 7.31 (d, J = 7.97 Hz, 1H), 6.29 (s, 1H), 1.83−
1.76 (m, 1H), 1.08−1.04 (m, 2H), 0.94−0.89 (m, 2H); 13C
NMR (CDCl3, 100 MHz) δ: 162.75, 158.40, 134.74, 129.55,
127.09, 124.59, 119.93, 101.37, 14.13, 13.81, 6.97; HRMS
(ESI-MS) (m/z) calcd for C12H11O2: 187.0759; found
187.0751 (M + H)+.49

3,7-Dimethyl-1H-isochromen-1-one (3j). White solid;
yield: 78 mg (90%); mp = 120−122 °C (lit. mp = 122−124
°C); 1H NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz) δ: 8.00 (s, 1H), 7.45−7.43
(m, 1H), 7.19 (d, J = 7.79 Hz, 1H), 6.19 (s, 1H), 2.40 (s, 3H),
2.22 (s, 3H); 13C NMR (CDCl3, 100 MHz) δ: 153.65, 137.73,
136.06, 135.20, 129.21, 124.79, 119.79, 103.42, 21.34, 19.61;

HRMS (ESI-MS) (m/z) calcd for C11H11O2: 175.0759; found
175.0738 (M + H)+.42

7-Methyl-3-phenyl-1H-isochromen-1-one (3k). Yellow
solid; yield: 103 mg (87%); mp = 95−97 °C (lit. mp = 95−
96 °C); 1H NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz) δ: 7.99 (s, 1H), 7.77−
7.45 (m, 2H), 7.42−7.27 (m, 5H), 6.79 (s, 1H), 2.35 (s, 3H);
13C NMR (CDCl3, 100 MHz) δ: 162.49, 152.78, 138.49,
136.17, 135.03, 132.07, 129.73, 129.34, 128.79, 125.92, 125.08,
120.41, 101.75, 21.37; HRMS (ESI-MS) (m/z) calcd for
C16H13O2: 237.0916; found 237.0925 (M + H)+.

43

7-Bromo-3-methyl-1H-isochromen-1-one (3l). White
solid; yield: 94 mg (79%); mp = 183−185 °C (lit. mp =
180−182 °C); 1H NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz) δ: 8.36 (s, 1H),
7.77−7.34 (m, 1H), 7.24−7.21 (m, 1H), 6.24 (s, 1H), 2.28 (s,
3H); 13C NMR (CDCl3, 100 MHz) δ: 161.61, 155.15, 137.80,
136.29, 132.00, 126.47, 121.29, 120.75, 102.87, 19.69; HRMS
(ESI-MS) (m/z) calcd for C10H8BrO2: 238.9708; found
238.9701 (M + H)+ and 240.9780 (MH + 2)+.48

7-Bromo-3-phenyl-1H-isochromen-1-one (3m). White
solid; yield: 113 mg (75%); mp = 180−182 °C (lit. mp =
181−182 °C); 1H NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz) δ: 8.43 (s, 1H),
7.89−7.79 (m, 3H), 7.45−7.26 (m, 4H), 6.92 (s, 1H); 13C
NMR (CDCl3, 100 MHz) δ: 160.99, 154.14, 138.01, 136.25,
132.22, 131.61, 130.28, 128.92, 127.55, 125.29, 121.88, 121.51,
101.07; HRMS (ESI-MS) (m/z) calcd for C15H10BrO2:
300.9864; found 300.9887 (M + H)+ and 302.9825 (MH +
2)+.47

7-Methyl-5H-pyrano[4,3-b]pyridin-5-one (3n). Yellow
solid; yield: 63 mg (78%); mp = 104−106 °C (lit. mp =
105−106 °C); 1H NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz) δ: 8.85−8.84 (m,
1H), 8.47−8.44 (m, 1H), 7.37−7.34 (m, 1H), 6.50 (s, 1H),
2.32 (s, 3H); 13C NMR (CDCl3, 100 MHz) δ: 162.60, 158.82,
156.07, 154.92, 137.53, 122.54, 116.19, 105.83, 19.94; HRMS
(ESI-MS) (m/z) calcd for C9H8NO2: 162.0555; found
162.0532 (M + H)+.48

7-Phenyl-5H-pyrano[4,3-b]pyridin-5-one (3o). White
solid; yield: 80 mg (72%); mp = 135−137 °C (lit. mp =
136−137 °C); 1H NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz) δ: 8.94−8.93 (m,
1H), 8.56−8.53 (m, 1H), 7.93−7.90 (m, 2H), 7.51−7.48 (m,
3H), 7.44−7.41 (m, 1H), 7.23 (s, 1H); 13C NMR (CDCl3, 100
MHz) δ: 162.01, 157.31, 156,37, 155.05, 137.59, 131.33,
130.81, 128.99, 125.66, 122.87, 116.95, 103.67; HRMS (ESI-
MS) (m/z) calcd for C14H10NO2: 224.0712; found 224.0716
(M + H)+.48
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