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Authors’ Response:
We appreciate the interest in our study and the opportu-

nity to respond to the issues raised. The insight from these
authors is highly valued, as their previous work has also
provided data in the field of orthopaedic injuries in men’s
ice hockey players. We agree that this scoping review
should capture and report on all possible published ortho-
paedic studies regarding this patient population, and pre-
cision in the methodology of how these reviews are
performed is of the utmost importance in interpreting and
applying these findings for future studies, as well as future
clinical decision making.

We do apologize for the omission of the articles by
Brunner et al1 and Nordstrøm et al,5 both of whom were
authors of the letter to the editor. We can confidently
assure the authors, as well as the readers of the Orthopae-
dic Journal of Sports Medicine, that we were diligently
rigorous and transparent in the methods of our study to
ensure that our results were trustworthy, as mentioned
in the letter to the editor. After identifying our research
question, we made every attempt to identify all relevant
studies at that time and developed a decision plan for where
to search, which search terms to use, which sources to
search, how long to search, and what language to use, as
detailed in our article.7 We made every attempt to ensure
our search strategy was explicit, transparent, and as com-
prehensive as possible.2,4 We believe that the issue causing
frustration as described in the letter to the editor—the
omission of the authors’ articles1,5 from our scoping
review—is a result that can occur during any scoping
review. Unfortunately, the two studies1,5 were inadver-
tently and inexplicably not captured by our initial litera-
ture search, for which we apologize.

Any scoping review performed has the potential to suc-
cumb to random error, even when appropriate previously
published precautions are followed.3,6 This is especially
true when conducting such a large scoping review, in
which the initial study screening included over 4,000 arti-
cles, as seen in Figure 1 of our article.7 We did follow a
previously published and accepted methodology for con-
ducting scoping reviews, which involved initially screen-
ing titles and abstracts by two separate authors, followed
by conducting a second-stage full-text article review, and
finally ending with a discussion with the senior author to
resolve any conflicts when a consensus could not be

achieved.3,6 We agree that the two articles1,5 mentioned
in the letter to the editor are relevant to our scoping
review and should have been included in our publication,
and we encourage readers to read their referenced studies
as well to function as a supplement to our article to fully
understand the most up-to-date information regarding
the epidemiology of men’s ice hockey injuries from the
junior level up through the professional level.7

Despite this issue, we are confident that the informa-
tion we presented and the conclusions we drew from it do
represent the most up-to-date results regarding the
epidemiology of men’s ice hockey injuries from the junior
level up through the professional level at that time and
therefore do not undermine the rigor or quality of our
publication or the Orthopaedic Journal of Sports Medi-
cine. Again, we thank the authors of the letter to the
editor for critically reading our article and taking the
time to participate in the peer review process to ensure
that the highest quality of evidence is presented to the
orthopaedic community.
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