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CASE FROM HOSPITAL PRACTICE.

By Surgeon, W- Owen M, p,, B. 3,

2nd Medical (fficer, Port Blair.

Injury to head,: concussion of brain: apparent recovery:
sudden death : P. M. revealedfrgcture of skull.

Convict petty Officer Amira Jaibla, No. 16452, of the
Pahargaon station, aged 40, W3S admitted into Haddo Hogpi-
tal on the 5th of May 1881. The day previous to his admis-
sion he had been struck by another convict, with a large
and heavy stick having at its end an iron ferrule, over the
occipital region.

On admission he had an ugly wound, B inches in length,
reaching to the bone. The edges were somewhat bruised,
and it gave one the idea of having been inflicted with a
blunt instrument. The tissues below the wound were se-
parated for about one inch from the skull.

No fracture could be detected. He had well marked gymp-
toms of concussion of the brain, was drowsy and stupid, and
would only amswer questions ©™ being pressed and spoken to
in a loud tone of wvoice, @nd then gnly in monosyllables.
The pypils were dilated. He was kept o= low diet and
given a little rum and water as his pulse was weak. The
bowels were cleared out and the above symptoms gradually
passed away.

May 13th.?Is better. Complains of great pain in the wound,
whilch was gloughy but mow 18 red and granulating. He
denies ever having had syphilis : but he has enlarged glands
in both groins, Has a large Spleen. Complains ©f pain in
the neck. Gets grs. iv. of opium with mutton anl other
extras but no alcohol.

May 19th.?Went on Well till the 17th, the pain being
much Jegs, but on that date got fever, and again on the 18th.
Much discharge i¢ coming £¥Om the wound. Given quinine
grs. v daily. Opium reduced ®©grs. ii.

May 22nd.?This morning *he temperature is normal. Says
he is better. The only symptom 18 pain in the head at the
Beat of injury.

Same treatment.

At 3 p. M. on this day Mr. Hospl. Assist. Thomas saw him.
His temperature w=s natural, P4t he oonplained of pain, and
there was a foetid smell from the wound. About 4-30 p.m.
he got fever and gy down. At 5 p. when the atten-
dants came to give him milk, he would not answer, and
was found to be unconscious, 12 when Mr. Thomas arrived
he was pylgeless and very 1ot this last continuing for one
hour after death. The Post-mortem revealed a fracture
which commenced one inch abPoVe the pogterior inferior
angle of the left parietal and extended downwards behind
the ear to the foramen magnum.

The bone in the line of fracture was rather softened. On
opening the skull great vascularity of the dura mater was
noticed, and at the left side posteriorly exit was given to
= large amount of ,,q ~ Between the skull and dura mater
corresponding to the pogterior '°P° Of the left hemigphere
there was a ]arge mass of ye]_]_ow]_sh black matter.

There was disorganisation of the dura mater with a certain

amount of disorganisation of € Prail substance jmmediately
adjacent. The surrounding brain gubstance was also soften-
ed

The fracture did not correspond to the wound but was
to the left of it. The surface ©f the brain was red and the
vessels congested, more Markedly over the right hemisphere.

i of

In this case the absencedsucs}}/mptoms wals remarkable,
pain being the only one, an 7@ case might lead the
unwary to form a wrong prognosis. It would seem to bear
out what Mr. Bryant says, 2 compound fracture with oxr
without depression, uncomplicated with brain disturbance
or injury, is a cause of far less anxiety than a simple fracture
in which severe brain concussion has taken place and is

indicated by symptoms."
Jladdo, Port Blair, March 20th, 1882.
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