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Introduction: The incidence of Acute Aortic Syndrome (AAS) is rising.
The Department of Health is considering a supra regional tier of cen-
tralisation for complex aortic care. No standardised pathway exists to
guide the transfer of patients with AAS, despite increasing evidence
from coroners and the Healthcare Safety Investigation Board of delayed
transfers and miscommunication costing lives. This study aims to de-
liver a pathway for the safe transfer of patients with suspected AAS to
a specialist aortic centre through multidisciplinary Delphi consensus.
Methods: The researchers will create an interdisciplinary Steering
Group to oversee the study, which will identify appropriate stakehold-
ers for inclusion in the Delphi process. A systematic review will be per-
formed to summarise existing evidence and highlight gaps in knowl-
edge where consensus is required. The Steering Group will create,
circulate and interpret the Delphi questionnaire. The outcomes will
also enable determination of criteria for audit that should become the
standard for ensuring a safe and efficient process for patient transfer to
a complex aortic centre.
Results: Results will provide inter-disciplinary guidance to healthcare
professionals for early management and transfer of patients with sus-
pected AAS, and prevent unnecessary transfer, thereby improving out-
comes, ensuring equity of access to specialist aortic care for patients.
Results will also provide audit standards through which future
improvements can be realised.
Conclusion: This study is reliant upon collaboration between multidis-
ciplinary healthcare providers, qualitative researchers and patients. Its
success will streamline emergency pathways in the management of
AAS, saving lives and resources, with inbuilt mechanisms for continu-
ous review and improvement.
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Aim: To collect high quality and relevant data regarding thrombopro-
phylaxis practice and associated outcomes - including rates of venous
thromboembolisms, intracranial haemorrhage expansion and mortal-
ity – for TBI patients in the UK and Ireland in order to optimise manage-
ment for these patients.
Methods: We will adopt a multicentre, prospective, observational co-
hort design. All neurosurgical units: in the UK and Ireland will be eligi-
ble to participate. Patient eligibility will be determined according to

pre-specified criteria. Eligible cases will be prospectively recruited over
two months and followed-up in 6 months. Based on epidemiological
investigations and data from the Trauma Audit and Research Network,
we expect to recruit between 1000 to 2000 patients. Anonymised data
will be collected locally and submitted to a secure web-based central
database.
Outcome measures: These include all-cause mortality, venous throm-
boembolism events, haemorrhagic progression, re-admission, surgical
intervention, length of stay in admitting unit, neurological status, and
Extended Glasgow Outcome Scale during follow-up.
Conclusion: TOP TBI is an important step in the ongoing efforts to opti-
mise the outcomes of patients who have suffered a traumatic brain in-
jury. It is hoped that the results will give insight into contemporary
practice in the UK and Ireland and inform future studies.
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Under the weather: The Meteorological correlation in
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Background: The paper aims to understand the effect of meteorologi-
cal factors on the number of referrals and volume of trauma operating
cases within our local area.
Method: Trauma data was analysed in our database: (eTrauma), a digi-
tal clinical platform that co-ordinates all admissions and: trauma the-
atre activity. Data consisted of number of referrals per day, patient:
age, mechanism of injury and type of orthopaedic injury. Weather data
was: gathered from a local weather station which: records daily
weather observations.
Results: 1160 consultations wereanalysed, 779 required an operative
intervention. Neck of femur fractures: and ankle trauma were the two
most common cause of trauma, accounting for 27% and 15% respec-
tively. Neck of femur fracture pathology were not significantly corre-
lated with any meteorological factor studied. On the contrary, ankle
trauma were the only injuries significantly correlating with tempera-
ture (p<0.03) and due point (p< 0.04).
Conclusion: Weather has no effect on neck of femur fractures, the

bone or soft tissue tumour and exhibits distinctive histopathologic fea-
tures.
Methods: This is a case study of a soft tissue mesenchymal tumour
with the recently described gene fusion EWSR1-NFATC2. The case is
described, with 3-month outcomes and considered in the most recent
literature on this sarcoma subset (26 cases).
Results: This case study prompted a look at the current NHS paradigm
for these emerging histopathologically distinctive sarcoma subgroups.
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