MEDICO-LEGAL NOTES.

SCROTAL SURGERY IN MUFASAL VILLAGES.

By C. Banks, h.b., d.p.h.,

Civil Surgeon, Pnri.

(Concluded from page 107.)

Case VI.?(iopal Saim, cul-

aged 35, Hindu,
tivator.

Disease began seven years ago. Has one
scar in left grolin’ 4 inches long, and two in right
groin, each 2 inches long‘
side of scrotum. Left side was tapped and inj ected
with iodine by the Civil Hospital Assistant of
Baliunta Digpensary ©»< year ago : -64
fluid escaped. The right sidewas operated °» by
the baidya five years ago. Both sides alike.
Scrotum loose and flabby. No fever, no elephan-

tiasis, me enlargement ©f glands.  Testicle not
adherent.

Has one scar on right

ounces Of

The foregoing observations shew to what a 1arge
extent gyrgery is practised amongst the inhabitants
of mofussil yillages by baidyas, give == insight
into the treatment usually adopted in scrotal en-
1argements and the measure O0f success which
attend it. Most of the primarily
cases Of hydrocele, either Single or double, = few
of which appear afterwards to have taken on
elephantoid action. With these few exceptionsl all
that were inspected by me seemed to have been
cured and it is interesting to observe that their

treatment, although carried out in a very crude
and unskilful pmgnner, 1is

cases were

very similar to our most
modern ideas of how hydrocele should be treated,
and gppears t© bring about the same action which
we aim at, viz., adhesion of Opposite surfaces of the
tunica yaginalis. They certainly have no ana-
tomical knowledge. Inthe few .54, in which the
testicle appears t© have been injured and adhesion
of the organ to the skin at the seat of injury had
taken place, the quantity of fluid removed was
small. The large quantity of fluid in the other
cases gppears t° have preserved the testicle against
injury. The position ©of the pupcture made is
always B the front of, and well up on the scrotum.
The powder applied in the case on which after
death I performed = post-mortem examination
was Shewn to be arsenic, and it is highly probable
that in Dr. Zorab's case the poyder used was of
this nature also. If Of no further ipterest, these
observations seem at least to point to the yrgent

necessity Of restricting the sale of poisonous drugs
if not the privileges of quacks.



