
djoiin^pulqitift 
ANCHYLOSTOMA DUODENALIS IN TEA 

GARDENS. 

To the Editor, " Indian Medical Gazette.' 

Sir,?To reply iQ detail to Dr. Forbes' remarks on my 
last reportj on Anchylostomasis would occupy too much of 

your valuable space than is desirable in view of the fact 

that I have recently placed in youf hands a resume of my 
investigations on the subject ; but it may be well to point 
out that my impressions were baBed not upon the two 
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Sibsagar gardens, he mentions, in particular, as I saw less of 
this district than of any other, but in those of the province 
generally. 
One thing, however, is absoluetly certain, and that is that 

infection can only take place through the products of the 
ova contained in the faeces, of patients, and hence, what- 
ever view we may take of the life history of the parasite, 
or whether, like Dr. Forbes, we fancy the agency of pigs 
and puddles as the vehicles of infection, or, like myself, 
prefer to believe in that of mud and splay feet ; the primary 
source of infection is faecal matter in the wrong place, 
and hence the very fact of the existence and spread of the 
disease is a sufficient condemnation of the sanitary arrange- 
ments of any community in which it appears. 
The deep drains from which Dr. Forbes obtains the earth 

for his plinths were condemned by every tea garden 
medical man whom I had the oppurtunity of consulting, 
as offering only too convenient hiding places for filth ; and 

though I was at first favourably impressed by their advan- 
tages in drying a site, I felt the reasons advanced against 
them were too cogent to be overcome, for I found that 
the allegation was a true one, and that too on a large garden 
covered by a considerate firm. 
Whatever may be the case in Sibsagar, even two-feet 

plinths are certainly hard to find elsewhere, and I look 

upon that as insufficient and a one-foot plinth as unworthy 
of the name. Besides no plinths can be as effectual in 

cutting off subsoil emanations as the free current of air 
beneath the floor of a cluing, and I fail to Bee why huts con- 
structed on that principle should be harder to keep clean 
or more liable to catch fire than other bamboo and thatch 
structures. 
The danger of tanks too is not a question of percolation, 

but lies in their being stagnant und in the difficulty of 
keeping their banks clean and I know well that no ordinary 
fence will prevent the native from indulging in the con- 
venience of washing himself after easing himself on the 

very brink. 
G. M. GILES, M.B., f.r.c.s,, 

Surg-Capt. I. M.S. Sanawab, 18th March 1892. 


