THE PURITY OF TUBE WELL WATERS .

To the Editor, The Indian Medical Gazette.

Sir,?Lieut.-Colonel Clemeslia's letter in your Feb-
ruary issue on the above subject contains a sugges-
tion of great value. We have been much puzzled in
Rangoon by the bacteriological findings 1R tube well
waters after heavy rainfall. .

Lieut.-Colonel J. Morison, i.m.s., when in charge of
the Pasteur Institute here, believed that most of our
bacillary dysentery was due to contamination of the
water gupply. The main wate.r supply of the town
is from Hlawga Lake a reservior some 14 miles from
Rangoon. This supply 18 chlorinated, though the
protection afforded by thlslme‘?s“rle appears to be
reduced by leaks in the distribution gygtenm. only
a relatively small proportion ©f eur supply comes from
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tube yellg, which are for the most part over 150 feet
deep.

I am loath to believe that these wells have been to
any great extent regponsible for our bacillary dysentery
outbreaks which occur principally in the fly breed-
ing season, but, following up Lieut.-Colonel Morison's
suggestion, Dr. Mackey and I have examined the tube
well waters with the results noted in our article in
your January issue.

Lieut.-Colonel Clemesha's theory appears to me the
probable true explanation, and I am grateful to him
for making it and hope to carry out a test on a
cement grouted well during the present year. The
well T propose to grout 1is one which is 168 feet deep,
does not pags through an impermeable layer, anil
which has shown consistent evidence of pollution
following rainfall, though the water is of a high
standard of purity in the dry weather.?Yours, etc.,

G. JOLLY,
Lieut.-Colonel, I. M. S.

Department op Public Health, Burma,

Secretariat, Rangoon,
5th March, 1930.
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