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The PLOS ONE Editors

The authors and editors retract this publication [1] following an investigation into concerns

around the images presented in several figures. After the publication of this article, readers

raised concerns about Figures 1E, 2E-F, and 3A. Specifically,

• In Figure 1E, there are similarities between the first and third lane within the panel.

• There are similarities in bands between the gels displayed in Figures 2E and 2F.

• In Figure 3A, there are areas of duplication in images within the third panel.

The concerns were brought to the attention of the authors, who provided replicate images

of the same experimental sets but were not able to provide the images underlying the figures

included in the article.

An institutional investigation conducted by The Indian Institute of Technology at Kharag-

pur confirmed the duplication of images and recommended the retraction of the article.

The preparation of the figures falls below the standard of publication; in light of these con-

cerns and in line with the institutional recommendation, the authors and the editors retract

this publication.

The authors sincerely apologize to the scientific community for the errors in the published

article.
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