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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS*

t

Remarkable Recoveryfrom 2 very extensive Wound in the Abdomen--,
By B- Hague, Surgeon, Ripon.

A ugust 30tli, 1808, ten o'clock A. M.?I went to Norton
Millg, about fourniiles from hence, to see John Brown, aek
twelve years, who had received a wound in the abdomen by = pair
of wool shears. On my arrival, which was little more than an
hour after the accident had happened, I found the ooy lad, in a
very distressing .situation; the great arch of the stomach, and the
whole ofthe intestinal canal (duodenum excepted) contained with-
in the abdomen, having protruded through the wound.  The in-
cision was on the left side of the body, commencing at about \yg
inches below the scrobiculus cordis, and extending in a straight
line near four inches in length, distant from the navel two inches,
so that I suppose it must have been pretty nearly in the course of
the linea alba of that side. He was quite' sensible, and had vomit-
ed so as to empty the stomach; very little blood was lost. I im-
mediately proceeded very carefully te examine the protruded vis-
cera, none Ofwhich were wounded, and reduced them as quick]_y
2= possible, beginning with the stomach, and following the regu-
lar course Of the intestines, in the latter portion of which I dis-
tinctly felt feces, of rather firm consistence. He complained of
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some pain during the reduction, though not much, and expressed
great relief when the parts were completely returned. I now de-
sired an assistant to lay the palm ofhis hand over the yoynd, and
make some pressure upon it; for I found that, witlhout thig, the’
parts would soon have protruded again by the action of respira-
tion, which was oppressed and laborious. I brought the sides of
the wound together by five gsutures, beginning from above dow.n—
wards, and passed the needle o011 each side quite through the in-
teguments With the peritonaeum, observing great caution not to
wound the obtruding intestines, by keepj_ng my finger betwixt
them and the point OF the needle, in pagging it through, T mext
applied straps of adnesive plaster, = 2= to produce compression,
and over them a compress of 1]_1’1e1’1l Securing the whole with a
bandage, broad enough to reach from sternum to pubes. Before

T had done, b€ complained ©f feeling very faint, and I gaye him
to drink a little weak wine and yater, which staid upon his sto-
mach. I did not, either before the reduction of the protruded
parts, °F after, observe any material alteration iln the state of the
pulse; it wras quick, and rather small. I had him laid in bed up-
on his pack, and particularly desired he might be kept in that
posture. I took twelve ounces of blood from his right arm, and

dissolved an ounce and half of magnes. vitr. in half a pint of

broth, of which I directed four ¢ahle-gpoonfuls t© Pe given every
two hours, and left him tqjarahly eqqy.

7 o'clock p M. ?Respiration much oppressed, accompanied
with a ruttling, which occasioned great uneasiness. Abdomen
not very painful. He had retained what he had gyallowed, but
had not had a stool. I administered an enema prepared with
magnes. vitr. 3ij. dlésolvled in t.:welve oul"xces of gruel, with an
ounce of 0il. It staid with him near five pipytes, when it re-

turned, and prought away some feces, which I jyqged were from
the rectum only, &S the injection passed up, he expressed great
satisfaction, and observed, = it felt very nice. AS soon as the
bed-pan was removed from uiidor him, he vomited the whole of
what he had tgken, which had been very little, and that only
fluid, in addition to the opening medicine. A lumbricus

worm,
which was dead, was also thrown

up. Immediately after the
vomiting, his breathiug became more free and easy, and lie was
evidently much relieved [y it.  As he eypregsed se much com-
fort from the clyster, 1 waited two hours in order to repeat it:

I then injected some broth gp] , which lie observed as before was

very nice. " It came away @ most immediately, without bring-

il’lg any thing else with it. He fell asleep soon after. I left tinct.
Opii. gtt, which I desired might be given whenhe awok; ifat
all restless or yneasy. Pulse quick, skin hot, and he complained

of
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of thirst. Deeming it absolutely necessary t© keep the stomach
as empty, and in as quiet = state as poggible, ! desired that very
little fluid should be giVEl’l him, and totally forbid solids of every
kind.

31st, 8 o'clock A. M. ?Had slept pretty well, from the time
of my taking my leave last night, till two o“clock this morn‘ingj
after that he became restless and uneasy ; his attendant omitted
giVing thzle opiate as directed : pulse quickler than last nlght, and
hard; skin yeryhot, tongue white, and thirst increased; respira-
tion more oppressed, accompanied With ruttling and = frequent

short cough + he made no complaint ©fpain 17 the body, except =
soreness Of the wounded part; had made water two or three

times during thg night, but had no stool. I administered a

glyster of a solution of Vitlﬁ &c. which very soon came

magnes.
away, without bringing any fecal matter with it. He had not
vomited since last night, although he had been allowed more to
drink than I wished. I took away twelve ounces 0fplood, which
produced faintness, but he did not vomit. I left him betwixt
nine and ten o'clock, and ordered the following mixture to be
sent for immediately 3" magnes. VitT- gj, solve in o fervent. gyj
cola et adde tinct. sennae ij. M. detur coch. ll] 2nda quag.
hora donee alvus bis terve respondent. I had been at home a-
bove an hour before the messenger Same for the medicine, who
informed ye, that very soon after I had left the house he had
a stool, and before he came off, he had had another . I therefore

altered the directions for taking the mixture, and ordered two
table-spoonfuls to Pe given every three hours.

7 o'clock P. | ?My partner, MT A. Robinson, rode with
me to see our patient this evening_ We found him breathing
With great difficulty @9 ryttling; cough short, frequent and
teazing; pulse quick and hard, and eyery febrile gymptom ag-
gravated since mor.ning. Abdomen painful and swelled. The
stools he had had in the forenoon were unfortunately thrown oyt
so that we could not see them, as was at this time most desir-
able, but the nurse informed us they were quite watery without

!
any fecal matter ox smell; our hopes therefore of having obtain-
ed a complete passage through the howels, as we expected teo find,
were by this account disappointed. He had thrown up the me-
dlcllne every timle h.e took it.  We yepegted the bleeding ad deli-
auium, and administered an injection as before, which imme-
diate]_y returned without sny thing else, and he vomited a con-
siderable quantity of a dark_green coloured f]_u:Ld’ very like bile.
Oon examinilng the bandage round the gbdomen, it was found so
very tense, 11 consequence of the distension which had now come

?n, that we considered it proper to unloose and slacken it, from
I2 which
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which he experienced some relief. We left him in a great deal
of pain, and in a state of considerable anxiety’ though he breath-
ed somewhat easier than before he vomited. I gave him the
opiate he ou%ht to have had last nightj and we took our lggve,
very doubtful of his living till morning_

Sept. lst, 8 o'clock A. M. ?I had the satisfaction of finding
him much better than last eyening. Respiration easier, cough
less frequent, and ruttling not so loud . he had had no more vo-
miting, abdomen greatl}g subsided, and much less painful; ex-
ternal heat abated, and he could bear a little pressure upon it
without complainin%; pulse softer, and gyery other febrile gy,
tom mitigated , he had had no gtgol, but had made water plen-
tifully, Our directions had been giyict]y followed, and he had.
been allowed yery little to drink; the stomach therefore was kept
nearly empty, and free from distension. I administered a glys-
ter, which staid near a quarter of an hour, when it came awav
discoloured, and having = strong fecal smell. py]ly convinced
of the necegsi‘ty of keeplng the StOma(I:h as empty and as quiet as
possible, I still more partlcularly d(les1red that he mlght have very
little to drink , and as.he still contlr‘med very thirsty, I ordered
tamarinds to be taken occasionally, instead of gpy kind of flyig,

and directed = tea-spoonful ©f the following electuary t° Pe given
every tWo oF three hours: elect, sennse 3. ol. ricini *gg m. ft,

elect. The blood taken 55, last night exhibited a highly in-
flammatory appearance / bujf very dense, and yepy much con-
tracted or cupped.

7 o'clock P. M.?Contlinutles beFter; had been tolerably easy
during the day_ My dlreCthHS. in rega:rd to regimen had been
strictly observed, and I found his body in an gagy, relaxed, cool
state. About two 0'clock he had had a stool, which was shown
me; it was quite fluid, but in smell and colour highly fecal, in
quantity about three quarters of = pint: he had coyghed less,
and breathed casy,, with very little ruttling.?Rep. tinct. Opii,

gtt. XXX . li s.

2d. ?He had glept so well the early part of the Hight, that his
nurse omitted giving the draught. The cough 24 difficulty of
breathing were increased this yorning; pulse hard, febrile
symptoms increased. He complained (?f pain inthe left gide and
thought himself, as he evidently was, 17 every respect worse; he
had had no stool, had made water plentifully. I repeated the
bleeding; i» endeavouring t° pass up tPeinjectiou, it failed, and
but very lttle was got up. The pody was relaxed, and not pain-

ful on pressure. I ordered the electuary t° be continued as be-

fore ; and directed two taple-spoonfuls ©f a= emulsion, prepared
with oil of almondsl with a little Spt. of nitre in it, to be given

?very
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*very three hours. He complained very much of hunger, and I
gave him half a dozen Spoonfuls of boiled milk’ which he took
greedily. I remained with him half an hour after he had taken
it, and it staid ypon his stoma}ch. I desired a'glylster might be
given at two or three o'clock in the zfternoon, if lie should have
no stool before that time.

7 o'clock P. M. ?The glyster had been given as directed ; it
.Staid withlhim two or three minut.es, and then brought away with
it a quantity of faces figured, with some hard lumps. lie had
made but little complaint since I left him, until about an hour
ago, when his cough became more troublesome, and lie com-
plained of moxre pain in the left side of his hpdy, Pulse harder
and quicker than in the morninq . external heat all olver the ab-
domen, as great °* greater than T had almost ever felt it. On ex-
amining the blood taken away this morning, I found it as inflam-
matory 2= that of the eyeping of the 31st ult I ipmediately we-
loosed the ligature on his gym, and took away about ten ounces
more, Wwhich produced a sensation of sickness, but neither vo-
miting nor deliquium_ I then administered an injection, and, in
less than two minutes, he hada copious evacuation of.feces fi-
gured, with one or two hard lumps. This relieved him consi-
derably j Dis body, he said, felt lighter, respiration Pecame ea-
sier, and his side less painful, pulse softer, and external heat
lessened. I gave‘him tinct. opii. gtt. soes- in a dose of the e-
mulsion, and desired that he might }?ave the draught, omitted
the night before, towards morning, if he should be very rest-
less and uneasy.?Cont. emuls. et elect.

3d, 8 o'clock A. M.?About an hour after I left him last
night, he retched yery yiglently, but did not vomit; after which

he became easy, and slept well and sound till three o'clock in the

morning. cough and pain in the side gbated, and in every re-
spect much better than last Hight; respiration free; the blood
last taken away quite lax and florid, showing not the least signs
of inflammation ; had had no gtpol, but made water plentifully.
Cont. emuls. et elect. Rep. enema. I desired he might be al-
lowed a little boiled milk during the day, without bread in it 4
solids totally forbid.

7 o'clock P. M.?Passed =a quiet, easy day, having slept the
greatest part ofit. He became regtless, and rather uneasy, aboat
the same time as last evening; more feverish than in the morn-
ing, and agbdomen more painful; cough rather troublesome , no
stool nox yomiting, His bed having now become

very umeom-
fortable, I had him carefully taken oyt, to have it made afresh.
I administered an enema, Which staid with him ten minutes, and
then came away, without bringing any fecal matter with it. I

save
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gave him tinct. Opii. gtt, xxx- with his emulsion. . Soon after tak-
ing it, he retched, but did not vomity after which he thought
himself easier.

4th.?Mr A. Robinson visited him this morning, and found

him pretty easy he had passeld a good night; no stool nor vo-
miting. He was ordered for diet to-day, = little hasty-pudding,

with treacle, for he mow made frequent complaints ©f hunger.
A messenger came in the evening to inform us he had been easy

all day, but was not quite =° well when he left him. Cont. e-
muls. et elect, et omittr. haust. anod.

5th.?Had pagged = quiet, easy night, and glept well, free
from pain and fever , had a stool yesterday, and one this morn-
ing; which was more fluid than the tv:ro last’ but quite fecal; he
coughs sometimes, and expectorates With ease a quantity of thick
purulent-like excretion* I removed the dressings from the
wound, which were loosened round the edges by the dischargej
it looked yery well; the sides were not quite approximated be-
twixt the sutures, the spaces being filled up With healthy-looking
granulationsj none Of the ligatl_lres had separated. I dressed
with dry lint and gtraps of adhesive plaster,  He yegterday had
taken hasty—pudding at three different tipeg, to the quantity ofa
saucerful in 3ll, which he liked much, and which had agreed
with him very well. He had no nausea or Vomiting‘ The same

diet to be used to_da}l; in greater quantity, if he likes it.

6th and 7th.?Going == 1M every respect very well; had two
full evacuations on the 6th. In addition to his hasty-pudding,

he had been allowed some mutton broth , he also ate a very small

piece of mutton. I dressed the wound again to—day as before,
which looked yeyy well: its sidec were congiderably approximat-
ed in every part since the 5th ult.

9th.?Dressed the wound; one or two ligatures had separated;
and as the rest produced some little ulcerationl I took them
quite out-  IN every respect mending daily.

11th.?Wound healing rapldly T allowed him to-day £ get

up, at which he was not a little pleased he soon dreSS(‘Ed him-
selfl and walked down stairS’ by my taklng hold of his arm.

Bowels quite open 279 regular.
20th.?Rode on horseback to Ripon te have the wound dress-
ed, the whole of which was healed, except * very small portion
at top and bottom.  IN eyery respect very Well, and regaining
his usual healthy appearance. Appetite 279 digestion good :
cough has left him. '
23d.?Quite well. The gtomach, distended at the ypper part
of the wound, appears much below its natural situation. 1 re-
commended him to year, for some time, a broad pelt, made of
stout woollen cloth, round the injured part ofthe abdomen. He
carries
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carries himselt quite erect, which he did even two or three days
after 1eaving his bed.

Remarks.

It may be matter of Surprise and doubt to some, that the s/o-

mach, s well as the intestines, should have protryuded through =
wound in the abdomen, situated as described in the case just re-

lated ; and it may not improbably € conjectured, that seme
portion of gut had really been mistaken for that viscus.

Thegreat arc//, with its gppending omentum, were, however, too
plain andevident to admit of 5, exrox of this sort; and wy, part-
ner, M¥ A. Robinson, o=n seeing its form externally on the even-
j_ng of the 31gt, distended so low, had no doubt of the fact. Dr
caley and Mr Lucas botli saw the lad at Ilpion o» the '20th, And
both saw the stomach distended much below its proper situation:
its protrusion, however, is readily accounted for }yy; the manner
in which the bOY was conveyed home after the accident.

Instead of peing laid on = hurdle, and placed upon his back,
he was taken before a man on horseback: at this time but a
small portion Ofgut had protruded, and a handkerchief was given
him, with which he was desired topyregs upon the wounded part,
which he, quite overcome With fright and gickness, was unable
to do. The horse had proceeded but a little way, before he felt

more intestine pushing out, till at length such a quantity had
protruded, as by its weight was sufficient to drag out the remain-
tier, and in this way the great arch of the stomach was drawn

down. He was carried in that manner two or three hundred
yards.

Nov. 20th.?Mr Lucas saw the boy with me to-day. The
stomach still remains much below its natural gituation, se much
*0, as, With the bulging out of the intestines around the wound-

ed part, t° give that side of the abdomen a very irregular, pro-

minent gpnearance.

He has been very well in every respect ever since his reco-

very ; DS appetite and digestion =re POth == good == formerly
and he is capable Of enduring 1abour ag'vell, and to as great =
degree, as before the accident.

Papon, 3d December 1808.
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