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PUBNA CHARITABLE DISPENSARY.

OASES FROM HOSPITAL PRACTICE.

By Sukgeon W. Owen, M. D.

1. Machine jipjury of right hand.?rAhek
Sheik, = boy, aged fifteen years, wa= admitted to
hospital on’ the 15th February !ast. He had had
his pright hand caught " = sugarcane machine,
some ten or twelve days previously. The whole
of the tissues at the back of the hand from the
wrist downwards were BEOTD  gu4y,  and the
fingers were lacerated and broken. This
patient had been under the care of a uative

practitioner in the country.
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He was found to be thin, weak and auaiinicl

and, on admission, was found to be suffering

from fever, which came on daily. Quinine was

administered freely but as the fever did not
1

abate, and the tissues at the back of the hand

were ggguming = gangrenous appearance, the
hand was amputated at the wrist. The joint
was opened from behind the lower parts of the
and ulna removed, and a good flap
dissected out from the palmar surface of the
baud. It was feared that this flap would slough
i . !

which fortunately it did not.
Carbolic lotion and oil were used.

radius

The fever
continued, and was rather gevere, rising to 1032
and over. (Quiniue was continued for three days,
but by = mistake o1 the part of the compounder
it was discontinued. Much pain was then felt
in the part, and a large quantity of pus formed
rapidly beneath the flap. This was evacuated
by = straight incision in the centre of the latter.
It was then discovered that the quinine had been
discontinued by mistake. From that date he got

reqularly five grains twice a day, and he made
a rapid recovery, and left hospital 011 the 4th of
March with a good stump.

2. Wound of knee-joint.?A boy, named Roy-
mudin, aged three years, wa= brought t© hospi-
tal on the 21st February last. A Splinter of
wood, about three inches long, had =un obliquely
into his kpee-joint through the popliteal space.
Oue end of it was felt under the skin beneath
and to the inner side of the patella. The
Hospital Assistant, Baboo Grauri Kumar Mu-
kerji’ cut down o1 this and extracted it. Car-
bolic lotion was freely applied, and the child
made a good recovery in gpite Of some in-
flammatory action in the joint,

3. Lipoma.?Ram Lall, aged thirty years, was
admitted to hospital o= the 24th February
1886. He was Suffering from a lipoma situated
below the left scapula. Its size was that of a
clenched fist. Under chloroforman incision, some
five inches in length, was made over the centre of
the tumour, and the latter was carefully dissected
out ; carbolic lotion and oil freely used

during the operation. The edges of the wound

then accurately brought together with
horse-hair He suffered no paip, and

were

were
sutures.
made = rapid recovery, but was a most restless
man, and the day after the operation got up
and walked about, tearing asunder the edgeg of
He was with difficulty kept quiet,
and the result was, he got Wwell with an ygly
scar in his back.

4. Abscess.?Jaginoolla, = boy, aged t° years,
had been suffering, for some six months, from
= swelling, the size of a small orange, to the left
of the median line and Corresponding to the lower
border of the spleen. He had suffered a gOOd
deal of pain and got fever daily, and was thin
and anEeinic. He was at once put on quinine_

After careful examination, the swelling was

the wound.
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found to be distinct from the spleen, and some

fluctuation was detected. An abscess in the

rectus muscle was diagnosed, 279 =» exploring
needle introduced. Great force was required
for its introduction. Pus was then found, and the
abscess wall slit upon 2 director. A consider-
able quantity of pus evacuated. The
cavity wa= syringed out with carbolic lotion.
It ghortly afterwards healed up, the fever left
him, and he was discharged cured.

5. Cystic Tumour.?Bejai Chunder, aged
twenty-three years, who described himself as
a student in the Government school,
15th March 1886. He
suffering from a tumour about the size
of a small orange between the chin and
lower lip. He had been to Calcutta and to the
Medical College Hospita]_, but would not submit
to operation. As it had increased in size since
that, he was persuaded t° undergo operation.
Under chloroform a gtraight incision was made
about 2*jyches long over the centre of the tymour,
and the tumour yas, with great difficulty’ dis-
sected out. It was a CyStiC tumour, oval in shape,
with a tougli wall, and filled with = semi-solid
sort of white substance. Horse-hair

was

came
under treatment on

was

sutures
were used to bring the skin together, and the

greater part of the wound healed by the first
intention. After he recovered from the effects
of the chloroform, he thought we were just

beginning t° operate o= him, and it was some
time before he could be persuaded it was all
He went home shortly afterwards, scarce-
ly any mark being left.

6. Dislocation of humerus. = Nasiruddiu,
aged thirty-five years, was admitted to hogpital
on the 17th April. He had fallen down and
dislocated his rjght shoulder some twenty days
previously. He found to be gyffering
from a sub-gleuoid dislocation. The head of
the bone could be easily felt in the gxilla, and
he had the symptoms and Sigl’lS of
such an injury With scarcely any mobility of the
limb, active or paggive.

Manipulation was first tried with the knee
and foot in the axilla sitting and lying down,
but the bone immovable. He then
given chloroform, and the services of a4 strong-
man engaged to make extension, while counter-

extension made Ly large bands of cloth
round the hody and in the axilla.
also

over.

was

usual

was was

was

The humerus
was drawn oytwards, and the boue mani-
pulated with the hang,
pulling occasionally altering the direction as
directed. After agbout a quarter of an hour
the dislocation was reduced.

the men who were

Alter this he suffered from partial paralysis
and loss of sensation in the thumb and next
three fingers. A week afterwards he had so
far recovered that there only remains partial

paralysis in the thumb and forefinger. He has
not been seen since.
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7. Punctured ibound of cornea.?Jagat

Chandro, aged thirty-six years, weas admit-
ted, en the 20th March. A small gplipter of

wood about ~ inch in length had run into his
eye, entering the upper edge of the cornea and
passing down through it, and entering the
sclerotic below. This was extracted by means

of a small eye-forceps. HE was kept o= anti-
phlogistic treatment for seme four gayg, and was

discharged cured.

Great difficulty i experienced in persuading
people to undergo operation, and some yery
interesting cases (gtone in the prostate and bad
stricture of the yrethra, gc¢.), which were under-
going preparatory treatment, ran gway from the
hospital when the time for gperation drew pigh,

The instruments and appliances available in
the digpensary are few, ©of autiquated pattern
and old, many ©f them requiring repair. The

supply of medicines is also meagre. Latterly
solution of bichloride of percury as an auti-

septic has been substituted for carbolic acid, as
it is much cheaper and quite as efficacious, if

not more so.

PUBNA,
26th Mgy, 1886.



