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After publication of this article [1], a concern was raised regarding the fifth sentence in the

last paragraph in the Introduction section. That sentence is as follows: “The first documented

movement of a chicken between two domestication centres was in 1400 BC when Chinese

monks brought a chicken home from India [12].” This information was cited as originating

from a 1913 paper by John Peters [2, reference 12 in the original article]. However, the identity

of the human agents of transport (i.e. Chinese Monks) was not included in [2] and was taken

from another source.

The oft-cited information regarding the transfer of chickens in 1400 BC found in many

sources (e.g., [3–7]) is all related directly to work by Charles Darwin [8]. It was in The Varia-
tion of Plants and Animals Under Domestication (Vol 1) where Darwin stated: “Mr. Birch of

the British Museum, has translated for me passages from a Chinese Encyclopaedia published

in 1609, but compiled from more ancient documents, in which it is said that fowls are crea-

tures of the West, and were introduced to the East (i.e. China) in a dynasty 1400 B.C. Whatever

may be thought of so ancient a date, we see that the Indo-Chinese and Indian regions were for-

mally considered by the Chinese as a source of domestic fowl.”

It appears that later references to this date, typically without attribution to Darwin, some-

times included embellishments. For example, Brown [6] in his book Poultry Breeding and Pro-
duction (Vol 1) wrote “[t]he statement has been made that Buddhist priests passed from India

to China about B.C. 1,500, and that they conveyed the fowl, already domesticated in the former

Country, to the Celestial Empire.” Significantly, Brown went on to write “[i]t would appear

that the first compulsory migration of the fowl was eastward, that is, to China, where, be it

noted, the practice of husbandry was anterior by millenniums to that of western nations.”

As a result the fifth sentence in the last paragraph of the Introduction section should be

revised to: “The first documented movement of chickens between two domestication centres is

asserted to have been 1400 BC [Darwin, C (1868). The variation of animals and plants under

domestication.].”

The authors apologize for omitting the attribution specifically related to the identification

of Chinese monks in the published article.

References

1. Storey AA, Athens JS, Bryant D, Carson M, Emery K, deFrance S, et al. (2012) Investigating the Global

Dispersal of Chickens in Prehistory Using Ancient Mitochondrial DNA Signatures. PLoS ONE 7(7):

e39171. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0039171 PMID: 22848352

2. Peters JP (1913) The cock. J Am Oriental Soc 33: 363–401.

PLOS ONE | https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0216626 May 2, 2019 1 / 2

a1111111111

a1111111111

a1111111111

a1111111111

a1111111111

OPEN ACCESS

Citation: Storey AA, Athens JS, Bryant D, Carson

M, Emery K, deFrance S, et al. (2019) Correction:

Investigating the Global Dispersal of Chickens in

Prehistory Using Ancient Mitochondrial DNA

Signatures. PLoS ONE 14(5): e0216626. https://

doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0216626

Published: May 2, 2019

Copyright: © 2019 Storey et al. This is an open

access article distributed under the terms of the

Creative Commons Attribution License, which

permits unrestricted use, distribution, and

reproduction in any medium, provided the original

author and source are credited.

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0039171
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22848352
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0216626
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0216626&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2019-05-02
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0216626&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2019-05-02
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0216626&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2019-05-02
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0216626&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2019-05-02
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0216626&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2019-05-02
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0216626&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2019-05-02
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0216626
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0216626
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


3. Thorne CE (1882). The complete poultry book: a manual for the American poultry yard. Springfield,

OH: Mast, Crowell & Kirkpatrick.

4. Robinson JH (1913) Our domestic birds. elementary lessons on aviculture. Boston, MA: Ginn and

Company.

5. Platt FL (1921) The American breeds of poultry, their origin, history of their development, the work of

constructive breeders and how to mate each of the varieties for best results.

6. Brown E (1929) Poultry breeding and production. New York, NY: J Wiley.

7. Carter GF (1971) Pre-Columbian chickens in America. In Riley CL, Kelly JC, Pennington CW, Rand RL,

editors. Man across the sea: problems of Pre-Columbian contacts. Austin, TX: University of Texas

Press. p.178–218

8. Darwin C (1868). The variation of animals and plants under domestication.

PLOS ONE | https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0216626 May 2, 2019 2 / 2

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0216626

