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We thank Michio Murakami for his comment1 regard-
ing the protective effect of mask-wearing during the
mass gathering events analyzed in our previous work.2

As M. Murakami notices in his letter, the benefits of
mask-wearing for reducing SARS-CoV-2 spread could
be likely attributed to two combined effects: 1) the reduc-
tion of the actual viral shedding by infected individuals
and 2) the protection of uninfected individuals from
contagion.

Of note, all participants in the event analyzed in
our study tested negative in an antigen rapid-detect-
ing test (Ag-RDT) before entering the event. There-
fore, all transmissions that occurred during the
event should be attributed to infected individuals
with false-negative results. Based on previous evi-
dence, the negative predictive value of Ag-RDTs is
approximately 99.6% in screenings of asymptomatic
individuals,3 which would have yielded 138 individu-
als with false-negative results in the event analyzed
in our study. Unfortunately, our study design did
not allow identifying individuals with false-negative
results. Also, our survey for assessing adherence to
preventive measures was intendedly constrained to
the respondent's behavior to minimize recall biases.
Hence, we could not include mask-wearing among
companions as an explanatory variable in the statisti-
cal model, thus limiting our analysis to the protec-
tive effect of masks on uninfected individuals.

The overall acknowledged ability of face masks to
reduce both, viral shedding in infected individuals and viral
uptake in uninfected individuals,4 indicates that the overall
contribution of mask-wearing to preventing SARS-CoV-2
spread in a crowded event is far beyond than the protecting
effect for contagion reported in our analysis.
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