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Abstract: In recent times, the use of fibre-reinforced plastic (FRP) has increased in reinforcing
concrete structures. The bond strength of FRP rebars is one of the most significant parameters
for characterising the overall efficacy of the concrete structures reinforced with FRP. However, in
cases of elevated temperature, the bond of FRP-reinforced concrete can deteriorate depending on a
number of factors, including the type of FRP bars used, its diameter, surface form, anchorage length,
concrete strength, and cover thickness. Hence, accurate quantification of FRP rebars in concrete is
of paramount importance, especially at high temperatures. In this study, an artificial intelligence
(AI)-based genetic-expression programming (GEP) method was used to predict the bond strength of
FRP rebars in concrete at high temperatures. In order to predict the bond strength, we used failure
mode temperature, fibre type, bar surface, bar diameter, anchorage length, compressive strength, and
cover-to-diameter ratio as input parameters. The experimental dataset of 146 tests at various elevated
temperatures were established for training and validating the model. A total of 70% of the data was
used for training the model and remaining 30% was used for validation. Various statistical indices
such as correlation coefficient (R), the mean absolute error (MAE), and the root-mean-square error
(RMSE) were used to assess the predictive veracity of the GEP model. After the trials, the optimum
hyperparameters were 150, 8, and 4 as number of chromosomes, head size and number of genes,
respectively. Different genetic factors, such as the number of chromosomes, the size of the head,
and the number of genes, were evaluated in eleven separate trials. The results as obtained from the
rigorous statistical analysis and parametric study show that the developed GEP model is robust and
can predict the bond strength of FRP rebars in concrete under high temperature with reasonable
accuracy (i.e., R, RMSE and MAE 0.941, 2.087, and 1.620, and 0.935, 2.370, and 2.046, respectively,
for training and validation). More importantly, based on the FRP properties, the model has been
translated into traceable mathematical formulation for easy calculations.

Keywords: GEP; FRP rebars; high temperature; Al; concrete

1. Introduction

Due to its low cost, high strength, portability, and resistance to corrosion, insulation,
and fatigue, fibre-reinforced plastic (FRP) provides unparalleled advantages in the con-
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struction of some types of infrastructure. The review of the current literature shows that
the FRP bars manufactured by pultruding FRP fibres and combining them with vinylester
and epoxy resin can be utilised as reinforcement materials for concrete constructions in
hard climates and humid locations [1]. FRP bars can be made to replace carbon steel rebars
as a reinforcement material for concrete structures. The most common exploitation of FRPs
in concrete constructions include CFRP, BFRP, and GFRP. The mechanical characteristics,
long-term endurance in adverse conditions, and creep /fatigue resistances of CFRP make
it desirable; however, it is expensive. In contrast, GFRP and BFRP are less expensive
because of easily available raw materials and advanced production techniques. However,
they have weak mechanical characteristics and fatigue resistance. Additionally, glass fibre
and basalt fibre degrade when exposed to the alkaline environment of concrete owing
to hydrophobic interactions [2-5]. The bonding mechanism between the FRP rebars and
the concrete matrix is noticeably distinct from that which occurs between steel rebars and
concrete. As a consequence, a significant amount of time and effort has been invested
in the investigation of this topic by means of both experimental and analytical research.
There have been many different theories of interfacial bond-slip put forward, and the bond
characteristic at ambient temperature has been adequately explained in many previous
studies [6-8]. Despite this, FRP bars have a matrix of organic polymer materials, such
as epoxy resin or vinylester resin, with a glass transition temperature of 60-130 degrees
Celsius. Shear resistance of FRP rebars and their interlocking performance against concrete
will significantly diminish due to the considerable weakening of the link between the matrix
and the fibre [9]. Depending on the quantity of crosslinks and degree of crystallisation in
FRP bars, the polymer loses its mechanical characteristics at high temperatures above the
glass transition temperature (Tg). However, in FRP, the load is supported longitudinally by
the inorganic fibres. The features in this direction are mostly determined by the character-
istics of the fibres, which have superior thermal characteristics to the resin. For instance,
Kumabhara et al. [10] discovered that glass and carbon FRP rods’ tensile strength decreased
by around 20% at a temperature of 250 °C, which was significantly higher than the resin’s
Tg. Fresh concrete with improper placement and insufficient hydration includes free water,
which evaporates above 100 °C and leads to fragmentation. Additionally, the bound water’s
300 °C evaporation in the hydrated components is accelerated by this circumstance [11].
An essential component of cement, calcium hydroxide, shrinks by 33 percent due to water
loss and turns into quicklime at 530 °C. Concrete cracks as a consequence of the abrupt
volume shift that occurs when the quicklime suddenly transforms from calcium hydroxide
to calcium hydroxide as a result of the water being forced into the building during the
fire [12]. At room temperature, the bond strength of concrete depends on surface of FRP
rebar. Sand coating, wrapping with helical braid around the core, the quality of the polymer
around the surface, and the formation of deformation may affect the bond strength between
FRP and concrete. At a temperature equivalent to the glass-transition temperature of FRP,
the polymer changes from a rigid condition to a soft and weaker state. Moreover, the
interaction of water present in the concrete has already reached its boiling temperature at
this temperature. Water from the concrete flows at the interface of concrete and polymer
in the form of steam, leading to the degradation of bond strength owing to changes in
concrete properties. Above the glass-transition temperature, loss of the bond strength is
attributed to the mechanical degradation in resin material [13]. Furthermore, at elevated
temperature, the bond of FRP-reinforced concrete can deteriorate depending on a number
of factors, including the type of FRP bars used, its diameter, surface form, anchorage length,
concrete strength, and cover thickness [14-16]. Previously, the researchers evaluated the
behaviour of FRP under high temperature ranging between 20 °C and 375 °C [17], 23 °C
to 600 °C [18], among others [19-21]. Some empirical formulas based on experimental
studies have been proposed to express the variation of the bond characteristic with respect
to temperature; however, it is necessary to improve the generality and accuracy of the
existing computational models due to the limitations of the experimental conditions and
the influence of multiple parameters.
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In order to overcome the issues related with traditional theoretical modelling, the arti-
ficial intelligence (Al)-based modelling is gaining popularity in solving of many nonlinear
complex engineering problems [22-25]. Several recent studies have calculated the strength
of fibre-reinforced concrete using artificial neural networks (ANNs). Using 151 sets of pull-
out experimental data of FRP-reinforced concrete at different temperatures, Huang et al. [26]
built a backpropagating ANN network to predict the bond strength of FRP-reinforced con-
crete at high temperature. Congro et al. [27] utilised an ANN modelling technique to
predict the flexural strength of fibre-reinforced concrete under bending-loading conditions.
Lee and Lee [28] explored the ANN model to predict the shear strength of FRP flexural
members without stirrups and discovered that the ANN model estimates the shear strength
of FRP-reinforced concrete beams more precisely than existing formulae. Kéroglu [29] in-
vestigated the bond strength of FRP-reinforced concrete using ANN by utilising the dataset
of 406 beam specimens. The results depicted that the ANN showed superior predictive
performance when compared with existing methods.

A few studies were also conducted to forecast the strength of FRP-reinforced retrofitted
concrete beams using various Al techniques [30,31]. Nonetheless, the traditional Al meth-
ods such as ANN have a few shortcomings such as local minima trap issue [32-35]. In
order to circumvent these issues, researchers utilised various other AI methods such as
support vector machine (SVM), random forest (RF), gradient boosting machine (GBM),
ensemble trees (ET), and extreme gradient boosting (EGB), etc., in predicting the strength
of FRP-reinforced concrete [36-39]. Chen et al. [40] developed an ensemble learning-based
gradient-boosted regression tree (GBRT) model to estimate FRP-concrete interfacial bond
strength using 520 samples. The model’s performance was compared to empirical models
and several others machine-learning algorithms. Through feature-importance analysis,
this model’s rationale has been examined. The study’s model has the highest accuracy
for forecasting bond strength in practice. Shahri and Mousavi [41] forecasted the bond
strength of spliced GFRP bars by utilising several data-driven modelling techniques such
as multivariate adaptive regression splines (MARS), M-5 trees, and Kriging. The results re-
vealed that the MARS model has outperformed its counterparts. Concha [42] developed an
ANN bond-strength prediction model for FRP-reinforced concrete using 184 hinged beam
databases from previous trials. The suggested ANN model predicts FRP bond strength
better than the prior studies and the available code equations. Although the accuracy of the
models discussed above is reliable, their black box nature limits its practical implications.

In the recent past, gene-expression programing (GEP) has gained popularity in solving
various engineering problems [43,44]. Murad et al. [45] predicted the flexural strength of
FRP-reinforced concrete using GEP. One of the main advantages of GEP is the derivation of
the closed form solution to the given problem [46]. Furthermore, GEP yields the output
results in the form of a simple mathematical relationship, which maximises its significance
in terms of future prediction easily. The resulting mathematical equation can be converted
to any programming language for faster calculation of the results. Therefore, given the
complexities of predicting the strength of FRP-reinforced concrete bars, this study utilises
the GEP to predict the bond strength of FRP rebars at high temperature (mean ~151 degree
Celsius). For this, 146 experimental datasets of FRP rebars in concrete at high temperature
is established to train and test the developed GEP model. The model was evaluated using
several statistical indices. The generalisation ability and robustness of the model were also
evaluated using sensitivity analysis. More importantly, the developed model was also
converted into a simple mathematical equation for the easy prediction of bond strength of
FRP rebars in concrete at high temperature.

2. Materials and Methods

This section describes the approach used to calculate the bond strength of FRP rebars
in concrete. A description of an experimental database is followed by a summary of the GEP
model and its modelling technique. In addition, the criteria for evaluating the predictive
strength of the model are also discussed in this section.
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2.1. Experimental Database

For predicting the bond strength (BS), the input variables considered were tem-
perature (T), failure mode (FM), fibre type (FT), bar surface (Bs), bar diameter (d;), an-
chorage length (L), compressive strength (f/), and cover-to-diameter ratio (¢/d;) as input
parameters. Mathematically,

BS = f(T, FM, FT, B, dy, L, fi, c¢/dy) 1)

The data were collected from the published literature [17-21], previously employed
by Huang et al. [26] for developing ANN models. The descriptive statistics of all the
parameters are summarised in Table 1. The contribution of these input factors in predicting
the bond strength of FRP-reinforced concrete is clear from the previously established
ACI formulae. For the sake of brevity, the mathematical formulae are not rehashed here
but can easily be found in the literature [26]. Moreover, Figure 1 graphically represents
the magnitude of all the variables. The standard deviation of the parameters revealed
the utilisation of a broader range of variables in generating the experimental database.
It may be noted that a few of the variables such as bar surface, failure mode, and bar
type are coded as categorical variables in the GEP programming, whereas the rest of the
parameters are modelled as continuous variables. For this, numerals 1 and 2 denote the
GFRP and BFRP fibre types, respectively. The numbers 1-4 independently specify five
surface variants of FRP bars, namely sand-coated (SC), ribbed (RB), fibre-wounded, and
sand-coated (SC + SW), and sand-coated and ribbed (SC + RB). In addition, the debonding
(D) between the FRP bars and the sand layer, the pull-out (P) of the FRP bars, the shear
failure of the concrete (SF), the rupture of the FRP bars (R), and the splitting of the concrete
(S) are considered and designated by the numbers 1-5, respectively. Table 2 summarises
the codes applied for modelling the categorical variable in GEP modelling.

Table 1. Descriptive statistics of input data used in GEP modelling.

Input Variables Target
. . . Cover-to-
Variable Failure . . Anchorage Compressive . Bond
Temperature Mode Fibre Type Bar Surface Diameter Length Strength Dl[i{i:tlﬁ]ter Strength
Identification T FM FT B dy L 1l c/dy BS
Descriptive °C - - - mm mm MPa - MPa
statistics

Mean 150.99 1.95 143 2.27 8.66 135.61 42.52 7.80 10.32

Standard Error 8.74 0.07 0.04 0.11 0.14 15.46 0.69 0.23 0.53
Median 125.00 2.00 1.00 2.00 8.00 47.50 42.76 7.37 10.84

Mode 20.00 2.00 1.00 1.00 8.00 40.00 33.70 5.75 3.40

Standard 105.59 0.90 0.50 1.30 1.68 186.75 8.30 2.79 6.35

Deviation

Sample Variance 11,149.45 0.81 0.25 1.69 2.81 34,875.73 68.89 7.81 40.34
Kurtosis 1.70 2.05 —1.95 —1.65 0.66 3.04 —0.75 —0.91 —-1.36
Skewness 1.06 1.20 0.28 0.31 0.52 2.07 0.45 0.54 —0.01
Range 580.00 4.00 1.00 3.00 6.70 764.00 30.93 9.35 22.87

Minimum 20.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 6.00 20.00 32.00 3.15 0.42
Maximum 600.00 5.00 2.00 4.00 12.70 784.00 62.93 12.50 23.29
Count 146.00 146.00 146.00 146.00 146.00 146.00 146.00 146.00 146.00

Confidence Level 17.27 0.15 0.08 021 027 30.55 1.36 046 1.04

(95.0%)
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Figure 1. Input data used in the development of models.
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Table 2. Code applied for modelling categorical variables in GEP models.

Categorical Input Variable Property Code

Sand-coated (SC) 1

Ribbed (RB) 2

Bar Surface (Bs) Fibre-wounded (SW)
SC + SW
SC +RB

Debonding (D)
Pull-out (P)
Failure mode (FM) Shear failure of concrete (SF)
FRP rupture (R)
Splitting of concrete (S)

GFRP
BFRP

Type of FRP

N~ Ok WO W

2.2. GEP Model Development

Ferreira [47] initially introduced GEP, whose forerunners include genetic algorithms
(GA) and genetic programming (GP). It is a computer software contained in linear chromo-
somes of fixed length, and its knowledge-evaluation method is analogous to the biological
one. Using the provided data, a mathematical function resembling a chromosome with
several genes is constructed in this method. There are distinctions between GA, GP, and
GEP, despite the fact that GEP performs symbolic regression using the majority of the ge-
netic operators of GA and GP. Mathematical statements in GA are represented as symbolic
strings of a constant length (chromosomes), but in GP they are represented as nonlinear
entities of changing size and shape (parse trees). However, in GEP, they are expressed as
expression trees (ET) of varying sizes and forms, with the strings themselves being encoded
as plain strings of constant length [48].

For modelling the BS of the FRP-reinforced concrete, the shape and size of ETs were
adjusted according to the learning of the GEP model. The 70:30 data split was used to
train and test the GEP model. It may be noted that the training dataset is used to train
the model and testing dataset to validate the model. Following that, the configuration
parameters were tweaked to produce a high-performance model. The root-mean-square
error (RMSE) was selected as a fitness function, and the number of genes, chromosomes,
and head size were altered, systemically. Furthermore, genetic operators such as selection,
mutation probability, transposition (IS and RIS), and cross-over (recombination) operators
were established in accordance with previous literature [49,50]. The +, —, sqrt, and x2
functions were used to establish relationships within ETs, while the + function was used to
establish relationships between ETs. The model was trained until the optimal solution is
established. In other words, it means that the best fit is the moment at which the model’s
performance in terms of correlations and error indices stops improving. It may be noted
that the performance of the validation data was also checked to prevent model over-fitting.
Once the optimal performance was achieved, the model’s ability to produce mathematical
equations was discontinued. Figure 2 represents the framework of GEP proposed for
this study.

2.3. Evaluation Criteria

Four statistical indices, namely root-mean-square error (RMSE), mean absolute error
(MAE), coefficient of determination (R?), and Pearson’s coefficient®, were utilised to ap-
praise the accuracy of the developed GEP model. All these parameters are well-recognised
indicators for evaluating the strength of data-driven models [51-55].
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End the process
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Setting of
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Functions
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Figure 2. GEP framework for predicting the FRP bond strength.

3. Results and Discussion

The results of this study are presented in this Section. After a detailed explanation
of how changing genetic variables affects a model’s output, the model’s actual results are
presented in Sections 3.1-3.3. Finally, the results of a parametric study are presented in
order to evaluate the relative influence of contributing variables on the bond strength of
FRP rebars in high-temperature concrete.

3.1. Effect of Genetic Variables

Adjustments to genetic factors and their associated changes in R, MAE, and RMSE are
shown in Figure 3. The best model was selected by averaging the training and validation
data’s R, MAE, and RMSE values, despite the fact that model performance varied over the
two phases. The initial experiment involved changing the number of chromosomes by 30,
50, 100, 150, and 200, while keeping the number of genes and the size of the head at 3 and 8§,
respectively. Table 2 shows that changing the number of chromosomes from 30 to 50
decreased the R values for the training data from 0.764 to 0.749 and increased them for
the validation data from 0.626 to 0.754. Both MAE and RMSE values followed a consistent
pattern as the number of chromosomes increased from 30 to 50. Model performance was
not enhanced by increasing the number of chromosomes from 50 to 100. The models with
four different chromosomal counts performed best at a magnitude of 150. Head sizes were
increased from 8 t0 9, 10, 11, and 12 in successive experiments, while the chromosome count
was maintained at 150. There was a clear upward trend in performance for the models as
the head size increased from 8 to 9, and then back down to 10. To be specific, a head size of
8 produced the best outcomes. Therefore, in order to fine-tune the ensuing experiments
with varied numbers of genes, two parameters—chromosome number and head size—were
optimised at 150 and 8, respectively. It was found that adding more genes reduces model
performance, and that adding more than five genes introduces additional complications to
the output equation [44]. According to Figure 3, optimal model performance was achieved
with four genes. The optimal values of hyperparameters for the number of chromosomes,
head size, and genes in this study are 150, 8, and 4, respectively. It was shown that the
trial and access techniques determine the GEP modelling settings; thus, these must be
discovered by extensive experimentation by adjusting the genetic parameters [24]. Figure 4
demonstrates that the best trial observed was trial number 10, with magnitudes of overall
R, MAE of 0.940 and 1.71, respectively.
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3.2. Performance of the Undertaken Trials

The developed GEP model was evaluated on the basis of statistical indices described in
Section 2.3. Thereafter, the results were analysed using regression plots and error analysis
of results, and predicted vs. experimental ratio. It is noteworthy that this analysis was
undertaken using the results of the optimum GEP model (Trial 10).

3.2.1. Statistical Indices Analysis

The results of all the statistical parameters (R, R?, MAE, and RMSE) for all the trials
are summarised in Table 3. For the training data and validation data, the minimum value
of R was found to be 0.691 and 0.521 for trial 7, respectively. For the training data of trial 7,
the maximum value of MAE was found to be 2.617, while for the validation data, it was
found to be 3.647. Moreover, the values of RMSE for both the datasets were 3.417 and
4.647, respectively. The best values, that is, 0.941, 0.885, 1.620, and 2.087, respectively, for
R, R?, MAE, and RMSE were obtained for trial 10. The statistical analysis of all the trials
revealed a close correlation between experimental and projected results; nevertheless, the
performance of trial 10 findings outperformed its counterparts. Therefore, the model from
trial 10 is more reliable for future prediction of bond strength of FRP rebars in concrete at
high temperatures.

3.2.2. Regression Plot Analysis and Error Analysis

The analysis of the regression plot is shown in Figure 5, where experimental data are
plotted along the abscissa (x-axis), and projected bond-strength values are plotted along
the ordinate (y-axis). Exact mapping at a 1:1 ratio is the best-case scenario for these sorts of
charts. Amin et al. [2] investigate the GEP’s potential for predicting the interfacial bond
strength of externally bonded FRP laminates on grooves with concrete prisms and find the
slopes of the regression line to be 0.99 and 0.96, respectively, for the training and validation
datasets. When comparing the actual and expected values, a value of 0.8 or higher indicates
a highly substantial correlation. The slope of the regression line in this study is 0.867 in the
training dataset and 0.763 in the validation dataset. The slope is near to 0.8, indicating a
satisfactory match between observed and projected values, even though it is slightly lower
in the validation dataset. Figure 6 displays the error analysis plot. The greatest amount of
variation in absolute value is shown in the figure to fall between 0 and 4.0 MPa. The errors
are well-distributed along the x-axis, showing that model is neither over- nor undertrained
(Figure 6).
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Table 3. Statistical evaluation of the trials undertaken in finding optimised model.

Trial Used No. of Head Numberof Constants No. of Program Training Dataset Validation Dataset
No. Variables Chromosomes Size Genes per Gene Literals Size Best RMSE MAE R? R Best RMSE MAE R2 R
Fitness Fitness

1 8 30 8 3 10 17 41 249.7 3.004 2326 0.764 0.874 198.550 4.036 3.197 0.626 0.791
2 8 50 8 3 10 15 42 245.3 3.076 2442  0.749 0.865 229.980 3.348 2.750 0.754 0.868
3 8 100 8 3 10 15 35 241.9 3.133 2430 0.741 0.861 204.770 3.883 3.136  0.653 0.808
4 7 150 8 3 10 13 41 307.9 2.248 1580 0.866 0.931 265.820 2.762 1.876  0.823 0.907
5 8 200 8 3 10 16 37 236.8 3.223 2649 0.725 0.851 205.790 3.859 3.152  0.693 0.832
6 8 150 9 3 10 20 47 261.5 2.820 2.188 0.790 0.889 207.110 3.820 3.040 0.767 0.876
7 8 150 10 3 10 19 45 226.4 3.417 2.617 0.691 0.831 177.080 4.647 3.647 0521 0.722
8 8 150 11 3 10 16 45 270.8 2.692 2.071 0.807 0.898 203.860 3.905 3.186 0.647 0.804
9 8 150 12 3 10 16 55 330.2 2.028 1.567 0.892 0944 286.760 2.487 2.148 0.862 0.928
10 7 150 8 4 10 25 65 3239 2.087 1.620 0.885 0.941 296.750 2.370 2.046 0.875 0.935
11 7 150 8 5 10 20 83 261.0 2.830 2314 0.787 0.887 230.950 3.329 2.750 0.763 0.873
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Figure 5. Comparison of the regression slopes for the training and validation data of the optimised
trial No. 10.

3.2.3. Predicted vs. Experimental Ratio

According to the results shown in Section 3.2, the trial 10 model was the most accurate
of the models generated in this investigation. Therefore, in order to more clearly illustrate
the accuracy, the data of trial 10 are presented as predicted /experimental values. Our study
shows that most observations fall within the range of 0.7 to 1.3, and that 90% are more likely
to be slightly underforecasted than overanticipated (Figure 7). The predicted /experimental
results supplemented the statistical evaluation which showed that the developed GEP
model predicted the bond strength with reasonable accuracy.
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Figure 6. Error analysis of the optimised trial. (a) Tracing of experimental results by the predictions;

o

(b) absolute errors for trial No. 10 predictions.



Polymers 2022, 14, 2992

12 of 18

X prelexp  eeeeeey =0.0023x + 1.0676

S N W s~ 01 o

Predicted /Experimental Ratio

o
a1
o
-
o
o
[E
a1
o

Instance No.
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3.3. GEP Formulations

The model derived from the GEP study was used to derive simple mathematical
equations for predicting the bond strength of FRP rebars in concrete under high temperature.
Figure 8 depicts the ETs retrieved from the GEP model, which was utilised to generate
prediction equations (Equations (3)-(6)). Since four genes were tested in Trial 10, each ET
is made up of four sub-ETs. Each subconstant, ETs denoted by the numbers C1, C2, C3,
etc., are shown in Figure 7. Utilizing these constants and linking functions (+, —, X, /) in
each sub-ET, the mathematical equation was formulated. Each input parameter (d, is the
diameter of bar; B; is the bar surface; FM is failure mode; T is the temperature; flis the
concrete compressive strength; L is the anchorage length; and d%, is the cover-to-diameter
ratio) is identified in Equation (2) as being used to predict the value of bond strength.

Y=a+b+c+d (2

a= <(db +B) + ((FM+ Bs) + w» 3)

b= \3/((35 (B, —1037)) + (((db+T) <02 e L))) @

(c/dy+ (((”‘%”F)ﬁfé;b») _225)

c= B ®)
(Fmx (dlls—'az.iz) +EM) o
d= - (6)

3.4. Parametric Analysis

Scholars have suggested that the accuracy and dependability of Al-based models
should not be evaluated based only on statistical criteria [56—-60]. A solid and trustworthy
model provides a good fit to the calibration data and produces predictions that rationally
account for the underlying physical behaviour of the researched system. In light of this cri-
terion, the generalisation ability of the constructed GEP model has been carefully evaluated
in this work using parametric analysis. Figure 9 shows the parametric study of the GEP
model showing variation of bond strength with change in input variable for Type I (debond-
ing) and Type II (pull-out) failure modes corresponding to Type-II bar surface (Ribbed). For
this, each input variable is varied between the minimum and maximum value (Table 2) by
keeping the rest of the variables at its mean value. A similar method has been utilised by
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the previous researchers to assess the generalisation ability of ML models [59,61-63]. As
can be observed from the figure that for both the failure mode (debonding and pull-out)
increase in temperature and anchorage length cause the decrease in the bond strength.
Previous experimental studies have also depicted similar trends, whereas an increase in
the diameter of bar, compressive strength, and cover-to-diameter ratio cause the increase
in the bond strength of the FRP rebar in concrete. Although these trends conform the
underlying behaviour of investigated system, for the optimal magnitude of these factors, a

comprehensive investigation based on numerous experiments is required.

Cc8=
15.1252810504394;
dO=T; d1=FM; d3=B;
d4=d,

Sus-ET 2 C4 =10.3687490235515;
C8 =-0.26308026253023,;
C1=10.8842255060144;
dO=T; d3=B,; d4=d,; d5=L;

Sub-ET 3

C8 = 2.25360076554774;
C3 = 17.0689956072802;
d0=T; d1=FM; d3=B; d6=f,";
d7=c/d,

Sub-ET &

C8 = 2.25360076554774;
C3=17.0689956072802; dO=T;
d1=FM; d3=B,; d4=d,

Figure 8. Expression tree obtained from optimised trial in GEP modelling.
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4. Conclusions

Using the GEP approach, this study predicted the bond strength of FRP bars and
concrete at elevated temperatures. The dataset was established by evaluating the bond
strength of FRP rebars in high-temperature concrete by performing 146 experimental tests.
Thereafter, the GEP modelling technique has been utilised to train and test the data. Based
on the comparison of measured and predicted results, the following general inferences can
be made:

1.  The proposed GEP model has the potential to be used as a tool for extracting features
and making predictions in very intricate nonlinear engineering systems. The GEP
architecture needs to be optimised via hit-and-trial method based on the dataset’s size
and complexity. Dependence on the amount and quality of the dataset is a key factor
in the GEP model’s utility and accuracy.

2. Measures of statistical performance including R, RMSE, and MAE were applied to
both the training data and the validation data to assess the quality of the models.
R =0.941, MAE = 1.620, and RMSE = 2.087 for training, and 0.935, 2.046, and 2.370 for
validation, according to the statistical indices, demonstrates that the established GEP
model can accurately estimate bond strength.

3. The parametric analysis shows that the developed GEP model can accurately predict
the response of different input variables on the strength of FRP bars. Due to the
limited data, this analysis is limited to ribbed bars.

More importantly, the mathematical equations were developed that can be used by
the researchers to predict the bond strength of FRP rebars in concrete at high temperature.
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