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This issue of the International Neurourology Journal (IN]) deals
with several important and interesting topics. With the increas-
ing number of the prostate cancer patients, lower urinary tract
symptoms (LUTS) are commonly observed in prostate cancer
patients, in whom they constitute an important problem associ-
ated with low quality of life. Therefore, it is important to evalu-
ate patients’ LUTS. Moreover, most men with prostate cancer
are likely to be affected by disorders such as benign prostate hy-
perplasia and overactive bladder (OAB), and these voiding
problems can contribute to LUTS in prostate cancer patients.
Walker et al. [1] reported preoperative urodynamic study
(UDS) results in prostate cancer patients who underwent ro-
botic and open surgery. They found that preoperative detrusor
overactivity and other abnormalities during the filling phase
were strongly associated with OAB. However, the International
Prostate Symptoms Score did not show strong correlations with
UDS findings. In addition, the association of LUTS with radia-
tion therapy for prostate cancer was reviewed [2].

A midurethral sling (MUS) is an effective treatment for stress
urinary incontinence (SUI) in women, but some patients expe-
rience recurrence of SUIL Salvage therapies for MUS failure in-
clude transurethral bulking agent injections, tape shortening,
repeated MUS, a pubovaginal sling using autologous fascia, and
Burch colposuspension [3]. At present, there is no general con-
sensus regarding which therapeutic method is more effective,
and a therapeutic method should be selected according to the
patients characteristics. MUS is also an option for SU in men;
therefore, problems associated with synthetic mesh can occur
in men treated with MUS. Zhao et al. [4] investigated problems

associated with synthetic MUS in male patients using the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration Manufacturer and User Facility
Device Experience database. In this study, they reported the 4
most common adverse, which were urinary incontinence, ero-
sion, mechanical malfunction, and pain/numbness.

Pelvic pain is a chronic and complex conditions associated
with interstitial cystitis/bladder pain syndrome (IC/BPS), pu-
dendal neuralgia, gynecologic disorders (e.g., endometriosis
and pelvic inflammatory disease), irritable bowel syndrome,
and musculoskeletal problems. Pelvic pain is difficult to treat
because it is associated with various etiologies and has compli-
cated underlying mechanisms. Therefore, a patient-centered
approach is necessary for the evaluation and treatment of pelvic
pain. To improve researcher’ and clinicians’ understanding of
neurourologic-associated pelvic pain, INJ presented perspec-
tives about IC/BPS [5,6]

In addition to the above-mentioned research, this issue of
INJ contains other novel and interesting studies. Li et al. [7] re-
ported the effect of saphenous nerve stimulation combined
with tibial nerve stimulation for the treatment of OAB, and
Shin et al. [8] observed improvement of near visual function af-
ter treatment with silodosin. Previous studies have reported
that hypoxia and oxidative stress are associated with voiding
problems and that some LUTS can be reduced by treatment for
oxidative stress. The role of adenosine monophosphate-activat-
ed protein kinase in the regulation of hypoxia-induced apopto-
sis established in the study of Cho et al. [9] using bladder cancer
cell may be a mechanism underlying for LUTS associated with
oxidative stress.
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