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GjcqfBpomlfnce. 

THE WIRE-GAUZE PROTECTION OF DWELLINGS. 
To the Editor of "The Indian Medical Gazette." 

Sir,?I am sorry to find you ranging your powerful sup- 
port against a method which has, practically speaking, been 
never tried in India, the more as I am sure that from the 
nature of the argument you employ, you can have no 

experience of the use of metallic gauze in the concrete, and 
therefore assume that it will keep out the breeze. Good 
metallic gauze, however, is a very different material from our 
time-honoured chicks, and I know from actual experiment 
in India that if there be any perceptible breeze outside, it will 
imake its way through the gauze so freely, that you will 
find it makes very little difference which side of it vou place 
any appliance for measuring the force of the current. 
As a matter of fact, on the contrary, one of the "greatest 

advantages of the " meat safe 
" 

plan, is the facility"it gives 
?for the admission of every breath of wind under all circum- 
stances. 
As far as I remember, it is not altogether safe in Cal- 

cutta to leave every door and window wide open all 
night; and I have painful memories of the effective 
obstruction of the breeze by the closed jalousie doors which 
with the slits even opened to their widest, reduce the availa- 
ble space of the door opening by at least two-thirds where as 
with wire gauze the reduction is only about one-sixth to 
one-tenth according to the gauze of wire used and the 
heaviness or lightness of the frames. 
You do not, I suppose, condemn the use of mosquito-nets 

which offer two or three times the amount of obstruction 
to breeze as compared with metallic gauze. Why then say any- 
thing that may tend to prevent people from trying the plan 
by the use of the rather stale jest about the meat safev or 
better still why not try it in your own sleeping room and 
make a few experiments with a pair of anennTmeters one 
placed against the gauze and the other in an opening cut 
through it. 
It does not appear to me that if I desired to prevent folks 

from trying the alternative plan of mosquito destruction 
I should be adding any very valuable argument to the 
controversy by calling the plan the "catch 'em alive 
tfakement." 

Whatever be the case, however, in Calcutta " 
up-countrv " 

our houses, I am sorry to say, are almost all one storeye'd ; 
.and it is impossible to leave the house open at night on .account of the nsk of having ones property stolen. Now 
a wire-gauze screen is a far more effective obstacle to 
burglars than the ordinary thin glasH windows which 
fill the upper half of an ordinary Indian door, and 
?quite apart from the question of malaria, it is well worth 
while to adopt the plan in order to be able to eniov the 
inestimable comfort of taking advantage of everv WnHi 
of wind. Thieves or no thieves, and^to find one*house 
nicely cooled down in the morning if one has slept in 
the open, instead of finding it like the newly-opened oven it 
has become under the usual plan, when one is awakened 
?from ones sleqp in the compound by the noise, so familiar to 
all of us of the servants opening the doors of the house 
in the early /morning. 
Anyhow experto crede. An ounce of experiment is worth 

reams of discussion, for I am sure that any one who tries 
the plan will at once find that all these purely theoretical 
objections about meat safes, will be found to be absolutely baseless when submitted to the test of the ? common sense'' 
course of trying a plan before condemning it 
Wire-gauze is, of course, in use in many* of the better 

constructed houses in India as a substitute for " chicks," and all those who have inhabited houses so fitted, have, I have noticed, considered their gauze-fitted doors as the 
greatest of luxuries, because they allow everv hrpith nf air 
to pass and, if you oomo to think ot it, that ,/the ?Lon 
why a meat safe is built on the same principle 
As a rule, however, the wire used in the manufacture of the 

gauze, and the frames over which it is stretched, are needlessly 
heavy for windows, and such doors as are not reserved for 
traffic, there is no need of frames at all as the material 
should be simply tacked on to the woodwork of the door- 
way, the edges being covered by thiirbattens. 
The question of the disposal of night-soil is too lar^e to 

be discussed in a few words but I may say that apart from the puddle-producing tendencies of trenchin"-grounds I have personally, like many other people, long held a strong 
suspicion that the official and orthodox system of superficial 
trenching is one of the main of the prevalence of typhoid 
in cantonments. 

1 ruay bie.,ri?1lt ol" wronS. for 1 (I? not think that the question can be settled by a few laboratory experiments 011 flies, but it 
?seems to me to give rise to most of the disadvantages of the 

native plan of indiscriminate fouling of the surface without 
the enormous advantage of free exposure to the bactericidal 
rays of the sun incidental to the method of the primitive 
man. 

In writing that you have seen what deep burial of night- 
soil means, you probably refer to deep trenching. 

If properly carried out, I doubt if even this be as 

pernicious as the orthodox plan?but that method referred 
to was not deep trenching, but deep, very deep, pitting. Pits 
of the sort I mean are, practically speaking, small kachha 
septic tanks, as some five or six feet of clean earth 
intervene between the offensive material and the air and 
practically seal the pit. The plan is a native one in use, 
very much against official grain, in many small towns in the 
United Provinces ; and of course every Deputy Sanitary 
Commissioner is officially expected to condemn the plan 
without troubling himself to enquire whether the system be 
really objectionable or not. I noticed, however, that where 
the plan was obstinately persisted in, the grounds used were 
far less objectionable than such places usually are. 

It was the custom to let the stuff remain in the pits from 
six to twelve months, and then to exhume and sell the 
material as manure. 

By chance I once visited a town when they were digging 
out the manure. Whether it had undergone "nitrification" 
or not, I will not pretend to say, but, very much to my surprise, 
I found that the night-soil had become an almost dry whitish 
brown mass, quite free from all offence, and personally 
being open to conviction, have ever since declined to pro- 
nounce the curses on the plan with which Government 

expects an orthodox official to fill the two square inches 
allotted to the subject in the official inspection report form. 

Yours, etc., 
G. M. GILES, Lt.-CoL, 

I.M.S. (Retired). 
[We propose to refer to the subject again.?Ed., I. M. 6'.] 


