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1  |  CASE DESCRIPTION

A 39- year- old man was admitted to our department with 
complaint of right upper quadrant abdominal pain of 
5 hours duration. Increasing transaminase and bilirubin 
levels were the major laboratory findings. Preoperative im-
aging examinations are shown in Figure 1. Subsequently, 
laparoscopic cholecystectomy and common bile duct ex-
ploration were performed, and a T- tube was placed for 
bile drainage. An active parasite (Clonorchis sinensis) was 

found during surgery (Figure 2). After surgery, the patient 
was given praziquantel (80 mg/kg/day for 3 days) for de-
worming. In the days following surgery, adult worms were 
not observed in the bile duct drainage. Liver function 
gradually recovered after surgery. No obvious bile duct 
abnormalities were seen (Figure 3), and the T- tube was re-
moved 30 days after surgery. The patient was followed for 
6 months and reported experiencing no discomfort.

Previous study1 suggested that Clonorchis  sinensis 
might cause gallstones by excretory- secretory products or 

Received: 29 November 2021 | Revised: 27 January 2022 | Accepted: 31 January 2022

DOI: 10.1002/ccr3.5434  

C L I N I C A L  I M A G E

Unexpected discovery of Clonorchis sinensis by common 
bile duct exploration

Ping Shao  |   Qing Chen

This is an open access article under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License, which permits use, distribution and reproduction in any medium, provided 
the original work is properly cited.
© 2022 The Authors. Clinical Case Reports published by John Wiley & Sons Ltd.

Department of General Surgery, Cheng 
Fei Hospital, Chengdu, China

Correspondence
Qing Chen, Department of General 
Surgery, Cheng Fei Hospital, Chengdu 
650091, Sichuan, China.
Email: chenqing4635@163.com

Funding information
None

Abstract
Coexisting choledocholithiasis and Clonorchis  sinensis infection are relatively 
rare. We report a 39- year- old patient with choledocholithiasis who inadvertently 
found Clonorchis sinensis during common bile duct exploration. Our experience 
suggests that if preoperative imaging reveals nonspecific changes associated 
with choledocholithiasis, the possibility of biliary parasite infection should be 
suspected.

K E Y W O R D S

choledocholithiasis, Clonorchis sinensis

F I G U R E  1  Preoperative imaging. 
(A) Computed tomography of the 
gallbladder and common bile duct 
stones (arrow); (B) Magnetic resonance 
cholangiopancreatography showing slight 
dilation of the intrahepatic bile duct and 
the unclear lower part of the common bile 
duct
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eggs. The stone found during our operation was not com-
mon cholesterol or bile pigment stone, and we considered 
that it might be related to Clonorchis  sinensis infection. 
The preoperative imaging showing a blurred lower com-
mon bile duct is unlike the dilation caused by conventional 
choledocholithiasis,2 the possibility of biliary parasite in-
fection should be suspected.
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F I G U R E  2  Active parasite and a stone found upon surgical 
exploration of the common bile duct

F I G U R E  3  No obvious abnormalities in the bile ducts were 
visible by magnetic resonance cholangiopancreatography at 30 days 
after surgery
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