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INTRODUCTION:  Cutaneous  spread  of  solid  visceral  metastasis  is  very  unusual  presentation,  usually  in
breast, lung,  colon,  ovarian  carcinomas,  and  malignant  melanoma.  Less  than 5%  of cases  of cutaneous
spread  are  from  renal  neoplasms.
PRESENTATION  OF  CASE:  We  present  the  case  of  a 48-year-old  woman  with  a large  lower  lip  tumor  whose
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anatomopathological  analysis  of  the lesion  led  us to  identify  a Clear  Cell  Renal  Cell  Carcinoma  (ccRCC).
DISCUSSION:  The  clinical  manifestations  of  the  ccRCC  can  be  mild,  generating  a late  diagnosis  through
metastasis  of  primary  neoplasia.  Their  presentations  can  be varied,  as described  in  this  report.
CONCLUSION:  The  knowledge  of the  different  types  of presentation  of CCCR  metastases  can  assist  in

progression  of  staging  often  only  allows  palliative  measures.
 Published  by Elsevier  Ltd  on  behalf  of  IJS  Publishing  Group  Ltd.  This  is an  open
he  CC  BY-NC-ND  license  (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).

Table 1
Immunohistochemical Study.

Reagents Results

AE1AE3 Positive
Vimentine Positive
CK7 Negative
CK20 Negative
PAX8 Positive
S100 Negative
RCC Focal Positive
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1. Introduction

Cancer of the mouth and oral cavity is one of the most preva-
lent in the population, especially when associated with smoking
and alcohol consumption. The lips comprise a relevant portion of
the location of these tumors [1]. Squamous cell carcinoma is the
most prevalent histological type, with ulcerative and infiltrating
presentation, painful and of moderate growth [1,2].

Rarely, such lip lesions can be metastases from other tumors.
The cutaneous spread of kidney neoplasms is an extremely unusual
presentation and can present itself as the first symptom of this type
of cancer [3].

We present a case of 48-year-old woman with a very large lower
lip tumor whose suspicion was a primary lip cancer, but it turned
out to be a metastasis of a ccRCC.

2. Presentation of case
A 48-year-old woman was referred to the Head and Neck
Surgery Department of our hospital due to a complaint of a large
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umor on her lower lip that had grown 4 months ago. The patient
eported that the tumor was painful, bleeding due to the weight it
xerted on the face, with necrotic tissue around it (Fig. 1).

Due to the personal history of smoking (26 years/pack) and
eight loss of 10 kg in this period, our first hypothesis was that

t was a squamous cell carcinoma of the lip.
Our team opted for incisional biopsy of the lip and staging

hrough computed tomography of the skull, face and chest. Imaging
xams did not reveal any pulmonary or cervical involvement, only
he 21 × 18 cm lip lesion without affecting the gingival mucosa.

The anatomopathological report showed only atypical cell pro-
iferation and was  conducted for immunohistochemical study. This

evealed to be tissue infiltrated by clear cell carcinoma of probable
enal origin (Table 1). From this moment, it was decided to per-
orm a Computed Tomography of the Abdomen, which revealed
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Fig. 1. Lower Lip Tumor.
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Fig. 2. Abdominal Com

a large tumor in the right kidney, whose growth never generated
abdominal or urinary symptoms to the patient (Fig. 2).

The patient underwent hygienic resection of the lower lip and
was referred to the Oncology service for adjuvant palliative treat-
ment.

3. Discussion

CcRCC is the most common histological subtype (75%), orig-
inating from the tubular and distal nephron epithelium, with
an aggressive, hypervascularized character and more incident in
patients over 50 years of age [4].

Unusual presentations of tumors tend to generate a biased
expectation for the patient’s prognosis, as well as a possible delay
in diagnosis and conduct to be taken. An average of 35% of patients
undergoing ccRCC nephrectomy will develop distant metastasis in

the future [4,5].

Skin presentations represent less than 3% of metastases and
have already been described in the literature on the scalp and face.
In the areas of transition between skin and mucosa, ccRCC metas-
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 Tomography – ccRCC.

ases have already been found in nasal cavity, lower lip, hard palate,
ongue and maxillary sinus [6].

The aggressiveness of this type of tumor allows an early presen-
ation of distant metastases, as well as their rapid growth. Curative
reatment is often prevented by late diagnosis and advanced dis-
ase [6,7].

Lesions with a clinical pattern and personal history such as that
resented in the case should always be suspected of squamous
ell carcinoma first. Its incidence is much higher than metastatic
resentations on this site [6,8]. After careful anamnesis and phys-

cal examination, staging through imaging and tissue biopsy for
istological analysis is essential [8].

Other differential diagnoses are neoplasms of high-grade sali-
ary glands that can affect the labial vermilion region (RCC exhibits
ocal cytokeratin positivity whereas it is diffuse in salivary gland
arcinoma). Clear cell variant of odontogenic tumors, melanoma,
nd other metastatic clear cell carcinomas must be suspected and

iscarded through histological study [9–11].

Our observation about this case suggests that the diagnostic
equence should always be followed and that the resection of lip



 –  O

l

d

R

1
2

3

G

C

R

CASE  REPORT
A.P. Gatti et al. 

metastasis for hygienic purposes would improve the quality of life
regardless of the natural outcome of the disease.

4. Conclusion

Metastatic manifestations in the skin usually show advanced
primary tumors that are often undiagnosed. A careful clinical eval-
uation, staging through imaging tests and histological study are
essential for the management of the case, regardless of the progress
of the disease. The most important thing is to promote a better
quality of life for the patient through the control of symptoms.
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