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T h e p roceed in g s h ere  a re  fr o m  th e  fo u rth  w o rk sh o p

o n  th e  tox ic ity  o f  (1 ® 3 ) - b - D -g lu can  o rg an ized  b y  the

C o m m itt e e  o n  O rg an ic  D u st s  a t  t h e  In te r n a tio n al

C o m m issio n  o n O ccu p atio nal H ealth . P r ev io u s w ork -

sh o p s have  esta blish ed a basis f o r th e  u nd erstan d in g

h ow  (1 ® 3 )- b -D -g lu can  can  in te r fe re  w ith  ce lls  an d

h ow  p u lm o nary p a th o lo g y  can  arise  [1±3 ]. F ie ld  stu d -

ies h ave  a lso  b een  an  im p o rtan t d a ta  reso u rce  as h ave

clin ica l in vestiga tio n s on  th e  th erap eu tic  e f fec ts  o f

(1 ® 3 ) - b - D-g lu can .

T h er e  is an  u n u su al en thu siasm  am o n g  sev era l  r e -

search ers f o r th is  ̀ new ’  agen t in  th e  o ccu p atio n al an d

gen er a l  env iro n m e n t an d  fo r  h o w  it  co u ld  ex p la in

sy m p to m s an d  d isease. P rev iou s ex p erien ce  d em o n -

stra te s , h ow ev e r, th a t th ere  a re  m an y  p it fa l ls  a lo n g

the  w ay  an d th a t im p or tan t q u estio n s reg ard ing  sam -

p lin g  an d  sp ec ie s d iffe ren ces b e tw een  d iff e ren t k in d s

o f  (1 ® 3 ) - b - D -g lu can  n eed  to  b e  c la r if ied .

It  is ho p ed  tha t  th ese  p roceed in gs c la rify  so m e o f

these  b asic  p ro b lem s in  ad d it io n  to  p resen ting  n ew

d ata  fr o m  o n g oin g  ex p erim enta l an d  ep id em io lo gi-

ca l  research. W e are  esp ec ia lly  g ra tefu l  to  th e  par-

t ic ip an ts w h o  w o rked  h ard  for  2  day s a t  th is wo rk -

sh o p .
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