
TH j/i PRESENCEj^nBDIAANTIDIUM OOLI 
To the Editor of "The 

Indian Medical Gazette." 

cT,? Although, owing to the customary lack of the neces- 

sary literature fn India. I was 
unable to exactly identify the 

hpvnnd placing it as a heterotnchous infiisorian, 

I have Repeatedly met with this protozoon in the stools of 

in India and if I mistake not. published a note on 
patients in India, ann ^urnal, shortly before I retired. In 
the s j ? 

-ecta for the ova 
of Anchylostoma, I have 

bXn SiwIXTtfoi many yearn but it wa, only'on this 
been ianii discovered why one so rarely sees it. 
List occas ? ? 

^_eg oi, at any rate alters its appearance 

fo aseto?be quite unrecognisable, almost as a soon as the 

fi"PAeaSf 1890, when investigating Kala Azar in Assam, 
r i a*w n considerable proportion of the dejecta ex- 

I found that a 
y,ers 0f peculiar bodies whose nature 

amined containe ,vi,ich I felt almost sure were referable 
puzzled me greatly,, s*e(j might be coccidia containing 
to the protozoa, and gg 

.fcg fajie(j t0 find anything sug- 
psorosperms, altno u -n ^ intestiiial epithelium of 
gestive of disease o examine post mortem. In all parts 
the few cases I was _Iientiy I was continually meeting with 
of Northern India si^ ected them of being in some way 
these bodies, and forms of diarrhoea or dysentery, 
connected .with^ jn cases in which, for the time at 
though their occu ^ .;onsWere normal, made it apparent- 
least, the intestii. 

- 

^ them a causal connection; and 
ly unjustifiable to p 

^ ag jrreat a puzzle as ever. Now 
their exact natu 

orY1 to examine all prisoners admitted to 
it used to be ^stom to?sxtaorniasis, ^ .fc that & 

new admifsiin had only produced the necessary specimen just 
in time for examination. jmen ]ia(| nof. as usnai been 
On this accoi n ' 

, ,jtjon 0f carbolic solution, but was 
preserved by th , stiil warm, and was found to be 
placed on the 

j noW know to be Balantidium coli. 
swarmnij; w!ti < 

drawings, my attention was 
While 

necessity of attending 
to a specimen of that 

diverted by the necessity ^ ̂  ; and on retlirnillff to the 
eternal Man nuisance. d to finfl that the Infusorians had 
microscope, I wa.mo 

u 

ctly in the lace of the one j 
entirely disappeared, ana ^ ?f my oW f,^ends the qtiasi. 
had been 

,e now cold fscces, no infusoria, but only 
coccidia. found, and though I certainly did not 
coccidia c 

transformation it appeared almost certain witness t^ actual transto^ ^ ̂  restinfJ stage of the in. 
that the latte a 

j found that my 
" 
case 

" 
had been 

fusorian. Th 
. 

h.ate, and I left India too soon after to released by t '~ 

of observing this curious parasite, 
find another p tjiat the facts observed shew that the 

bodCi2s are not coccidia. but that they are probably a develop- 
mental stage of the infnsorian. 

The coccidia vary in size 

and shape, but are generally 
rather oval and about 

^ 
in. 

? 1 4.1 ??/! n rather badly reproduced drawing of them 
,n lemrth; and a ratne^ ?Reporton Kala-azar and Beri- 
beri "G Those wishing then to investigate this parasite should 

. absolutely immediately after deposition, 
S? ?nv addition ; and with these precautions will 

and withou yn_ jn meeting with cases, and will I hope 

be more fortunate than the 
writer in working out their com- 

plete life history. 
G. M. GILES, F.K.C.S., 

Lt.-Col., I.M.S., retd. 
London 

January, 1006. 

[See a recent Note on 
this subject/ndi?n Modi ml Gazette, 

Decerfiber 1905, p. 470. 


