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Reply to: underestimating the impact of erect
abdominal radiographs

We thank Snaith and Flintham for their comments on our

editorial1 where we emphasised the judicious use of abdominal

radiographs, with a major concern being additional radiation

from an unnecessary erect radiograph, and mentioned that

performing two abdominal radiographs implied a doubling of

radiation dose. We are grateful to Snaith and Flintham for

highlighting their work which further supports the point that

we were making. Although we could not find the actual

radiation dosages in the quoted pilot study2 evaluating the

differences in patient body habitus between erect and supine

radiographs, we agree that there should be logically a difference

in the radiation dose between the two types of radiographs

resulting from changes in soft tissue thickness due to removal

of compressive forces, gravity and organ repositioning. We

look forward to the publication of their study which we feel

will be an important addition to the literature.
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