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ABSTRACT: Photocatalytic degradation of dyes has been the subject of extensive

study due to its low cost, eco-friendly operation, and absence of secondary 0,
pollutants. Copper oxide/graphene oxide (CuO/GO) nanocomposites are
emerging as a new class of fascinating materials due to their low cost, nontoxicity,
and distinctive properties such as a narrow band gap and good sunlight absorbency.
In this study, copper oxide (CuO), graphene oxide (GO), and CuO/GO were
synthesized successfully. X-ray diffractometer (XRD) and Fourier transform infrared
(FTIR) spectroscopy confirm the oxidation and production of GO from the
graphene of lead pencil. According to the morphological analysis of nano-
composites, CuO nanoparticles of sizes <20 nm on the GO sheets were evenly |
adorned and distributed. Nanocomposites of different CuO:GO ratios (1:1 up to

5:1) were applied for the photocatalytic degradation of methyl red (MR). Cu0/Go H,0
CuO:GO(1:1) nanocomposites achieved 84% MR dye removal, while

CuO:GO(S:1) nanocomposites achieved the highest value (95.48%). The thermodynamic parameters of the reaction for
CuO:GO(S:1) were evaluated using the Van’t Hoff equation and the activation energy was found to be 44.186 kJ/mol. The
reusability test of the nanocomposites showed high stability even after seven cycles. CuO/GO catalysts can be used in the
photodegradation of organic pollutants in wastewater at room temperature due to their excellent properties, simple synthesis process,
and low cost.
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H INTRODUCTION

Biodegradability of organic dyes and their potential carcino-
genic effects on human health have made them well-known as

and biological).4 Due to its ease, low cost, and lack of toxicity,
adsorption is one of the most promising physical methods for
eliminating these dyes.s’é However, toxins cannot be

hazards to the environment. These dyes unquestionably
possess great technological properties.” However, their
interaction might result in dermatitis, discomfort, severe
respiratory tract irritation, rupture of the nasal septum, skin
ulcers, and severe diarrhea.” Furthermore, organic dyes hurt
marine life and have serious negative effects on water quality. It
is estimated that between 10 and 15% of the colors used in the
textile industry are lost during production each year. Industrial
waste effluents are extremely poorly biodegradable, with a
highly variable chemical composition, a strong color, and a
changing pH level. Because of this, cationic dyes are extremely
challenging to eliminate using current procedures. Purification
of wastewater containing dyes poses a severe danger to public
health and aquatic ecological sustainability.” To attain
acceptable drinking water quality, effective technology for
eliminating color and toxicity from textile effluents is required.
The significance of wastewater treatment and management has
raised substantial issues for scientific research and public health
in recent years. A more efficient way to get rid of these toxins
combines all of the existing procedures (physical, chemical,
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completely extracted or degraded when this procedure is
performed alone; instead, they are concentrated via absorption
and become impossible to remove from the environment.
Other methods that are frequently used to remediate
contaminated wastewater include chemical oxidation, mem-
brane filtration, coagulation/flocculation, and mixing pro-
cesses.” On the other hand, photocatalytic oxidation is one
of the most effective ways to remove dyes and other impurities
from water because it can completely mineralize these
substances and convert them to less volatile H,O and CO,
without causing secondary contamination and requires little
energy for maintenance.® The use of a heterogeneous
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photocatalyst for purifying water is a common method that
involves oxygen molecules, hydroxyl anions, or other organic
molecules for oxidation and reduction reactions.” As photo-
catalysts, several semiconductors such as TiO,, ZnO, and
others have been employed because they are nontoxic,
chemically stable, widely accessible, and cost-effective.'”""
Practical uses of these photocatalysts have been limited by
intrinsic properties such as poor quantum yield and high band
gap, restricting their utility in visible-light applications. Since
particle recovery is a complicated process or a daunting
operation, this approach is very costly. To boost the solar
efficiency of photocatalysts under visible-light irradiation, the
nanomaterials must be modified to facilitate visible-light
absorption. Synthesizing photocatalysts with new materials as
catalytic support without compromising their efficiency is a
viable alternative. Many studies have shown that when
nanoparticles are infused or layered with larger particles such
as semiconductors, noble metals, and polymeric materials, the
rate of charge recombination is reduced. Now, we need to
design and develop single-phase oxide photocatalyst materials
that could be worked under visible-light illumination."”
Photocatalysts are now being immobilized on adsorbents
such as carbon, zeolite, clays, and other materials by different
researchers and these integrated photocatalysts are being used
to de%rade the toxic organic dyes in the presence of solar
light."> This combination not only keeps all of the fascinating
qualities of each element but it also overcomes important
drawbacks, including weak absorptivity and photogenerated
electron recombination.'* That is why polymer-based nano-
composites have received greater attention in both the
academic world and industries.”> Graphene is a two-dimen-
sional transparent material made up of sp>-C atoms arranged in
a hexagonal lattice. Graphene and its functionalized nano-
composites have lately received a lot of attention due to their
large and active surface area as well as their excellent carrier
mobility. Because of the presence of adequate oxygen-
containing functional groups, oxidized graphene, also known
as graphene oxide, shows to be more reactive, making the
synthesis of GO derivative compounds simpler.'® The
formation of GO, which offers a fast and convenient reduction
route, results in the development of a new sp* hybrid by
removing an oxygen atom."” According to Dong et al,
graphene-based metal-oxide nanocomposites have gained
widespread attention due to their remarkable electrocatalytic
activity, electrochemical energy conversion, and electro-
chemical sensing characteristics.'® This makes GO nano-
composites a promising material for a wide range of
applications, including gas detectors,” lithium-ion batteries,*’
and catalytic applications.”’ It is envisaged that the nano-
composite formation of graphene with the metal-oxide
nanoparticles improves the intrinsic characteristics of graphene
by increasing the charge transfers between metal oxides and
organic dye molecules.”” Sarkar and Dolui synthesized copper
oxide/reduced GO nanocomposites and demonstrate that they
exhibited excellent and sustained catalytic activity,” while
Choi et al. assessed the photocatalytic activity of semi-
conductor CuO/rGO nanocomposites under visible-light
irradiations in the degradation of methylene blue dye.”* CuO
is a native p-type semiconductor material with an indirect
theoretical band gap of 1 eV and an experimental narrow band
gap of ~1.2 eV. CuO possesses special chemical and physical
properties, like excellent solar light absorbance, and a large
specific surface area, making the material useful in several

fields.”® Inspired by these properties, we were interested to
produce high-quality CuO nanoparticles decorated on the GO
surface to fabricate nanocomposites through the sonochemical
route. It is reported that graphene-based nanocomposites can
absorb light in the visible region and which makes it very useful
in many environmental applications including the design of
excellent catalysts for the removal of different industrial
effluents from wastewater.”® These properties were the
inspiration for the synthesis of CuO/GO nanocomposites
and their usage as a catalyst in environmental applications.
As a continuation of recent efforts in the green synthesis of
metal-oxide nanoparticles,é’“’27 in the present work, we have
synthesized graphene oxide and CuO/GO nanocomposites. As
graphene/metal-oxide nanohybrids can bring visible light into
environmental applications, they also function well as a
photocatalyst for the removal of organic dyes such as methyl
orange (MO), methylene blue (MB), methyl red (MR), eosin
(EO), and Alizarin red (AR). As a consequence, it provides a
solid foundation for making CuO/GO and returning it to
nature through use as a photocatalyst for environmental uses.

2. EXPERIMENTAL SECTION

2.1. Materials Used. The chemicals used were cupric
chloride (CuCl,.2H,0), acetic acid (CH,;COOH), sodium
borohydride (NaBH,), sodium hydroxide (NaOH), methyl
red (C;sH;sN;0,), methylene blue (C,¢H;4CIN;S), eosin dye
(CyHgBr,Na,0y), alizarin (C,,Hg0,), sulfuric acid (H,SO,),
hydrochloric acid (HCI), potassium permanganate (KMnO,),
hydrogen peroxide (H,0,), phosphoric acid (H;PO,), and
potassium hydroxide (KOH). All of these chemicals were
purchased from Sigma-Aldrich and were used without any
additional purification. Pencil lead was obtained from the local
market. For washing purposes, analytical-grade methanol,
ethanol, and acetone were used. The reaction tubes were
wrapped in aluminum foil.

2.2. Synthesis of Graphene Oxide. GO was synthesized
using a modified version of the well-known Hummer
technique. In detail, 2 g of pencil lead powder was mixed
with 46 mL (98% purity) of concentrated sulfuric acid and 1 g
of NaNO; before being sonicated for 1 h in an ultrasonicator.
Following that, 6 g of KMnO, was added to the reaction
combination over a period of 2 h. After that, the mixture was
heated at 35° C for 18 h, the reaction mixture was chilled in an
ice bath, and 40 mL of water was also added. A blackish-brown
coloration was observed. At this time, the reaction was
quenched by introducing hydrogen peroxide. The solution was
then rinsed with 0.5% hydrochloric acid to eliminate the sulfate
ion.”>*® The final product of GO was then dried at 75 °C and
stored for future use.

2.3. Preparation of CuO Nanoparticles. The wet
precipitation method was used to synthesize CuO nano-
particles from CuCl,-2H,O solution (0.2 M) and NaOH (0.2
M aqueous solution) in deionized water. For CuO synthesis,
100 mL of copper chloride solution was mixed with 1 mL of
glacial acetic acid and heated to 100 °C while continuously
stirring. After that, sodium hydroxide solution was gradually
added dropwise to the heated solution, stirring constantly until
the color change was observed from green to black. The
formation of black color confirmed CuO nanoparticles in the
solution mixture. After centrifugation, the precipitate was
washed with distilled water and then dried in an open
atmosphere for 24 h.”’ The nanoparticles were calcined for 4 h
at 500 °C.
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Figure 1. (a) Mechanism of CuO/GO nanocomposites synthesis (“Photograph courtesy of “Farhana Anjum”; Copyright 2022”). (b) UV—vis

absorption spectra of GO, CuO, and CuO/GO nanocomposites.

The chemical reaction is

CuCl, + 2NaOH — Cu(OH), + 2NaCl (1)

Cu(OH), — CuO + H,0 2)

2.4. Preparation of CuO/GO Nanocomposites. For the
synthesis of CuO/GO (1:1) nanocomposites, 2 g of CuO was
suspended in 40 mL of distilled water and then 2 g of GO was
added. This mixture was ultrasonicated (50 Hz) for 1 h at an
ambient temperature in an ultrasonic system. The mixture was
heated to 80 °C for 2 h and then chilled to room temperature.
CuO/GO nanocomposites were collected by centrifugation/
filtration and dried at 100 °C.

2.5. Photocatalytic Activity Experiments. Degradation
studies of various organic dyes were conducted by using a
visible-light catalytic process. The light source used was a 200
W HID xenon light bulb H1 (HCDLT China) positioned 15
cm from the catalyst surface. A UV—visible Shimadzu-UV-
1800 analyzer was used to assess the photodegradation efficacy
of CuO/GO, CuO, and GO. MR was used as a model dye to
evaluate the efficiencies of all of these materials and
nanocomposites with various composite ratios.

In this experiment, S0 mg of the catalyst (1 mg/mL) was
added to 50 mL of dye solution (25 pg/mL) and stirred in the
dark for 1 h at room temperature to make sure the adsorption
equilibrium between the catalyst and the dye. In this way, the
adsorption and desorption stabilities of the dye on the surface
of the photocatalyst were achieved before illumination. After
reaching equilibrium, the first aliquot (2—3 mL, 0 min) was
examined for its UV/vis absorbance. At regular time intervals
during the irradiation, aliquots of 2—5 mL were taken and
examined for their UV/visible absorbance after centrifugation.
Changes in absorption were used to track the decolorization of
MR dye using a UV-—visible spectroscopy analytical
approach.”

To check the stability of our catalysts, the nanocomposite
was centrifuged, cleaned, dried, and reused in recycling
experimentation for the photodegradation studies of dyes at
the same concentration.

2.6. Characterization. Different characterization methods
were used to identify the various characteristics of the
produced catalysts. The functional groups, morphologies,
elemental compositions, and crystallinities of the prepared
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catalysts were determined by using a FT-IR, Spectrum-100FT-
IR, Broker, ALPHA and a field emission scanning electron
microscope (FE-SEM, JSM-7600F, JEOL, Japan) equipped
with an energy dispersive X-ray (EDX) unit and an X-ray
diffractometer (XRD). The UV—visible Shimadzu-UV-1800
Spectrometer was used to determine the optical characteristics
of the samples.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1. CuO/GO Nanocomposites Synthesis. The CuO/
GO nanocomposites was synthesized by ultrasonication of
CuO with GO sheets at room temperature and pressure using
an ultrasonic bath (Figure 1a). For nanocomposites, the two
solutions of CuO and GO were mixed and sonicated at 80 °C
for 30 min. CuO/GO formation was confirmed by the
appearance of a blackish-brown precipitate. The agglomeration
tendency of graphene in water due to s—n stacking
interactions can be prevented by the addition of functional
groups or metal oxide. Graphene functionalization improves
the characteristics by altering the GO’s surface structure,
allowing for increased dispersion in solvents. The metal-oxide
nanocomposite built on graphene has excellent electrochemical
detection and electrocatalytic characteristics.'””'® All of these
properties combine to make it the most effective catalyst for
the complete mineralization of industrial dyes.”’ On the other
hand, CuO nanoparticles have been identified as one of the
most promising metal oxides for the growth on the surface of
graphene oxide because CuO and its nanoparticles are known
to have exceptionally high thermal conductivities.”> These
qualities motivated us to develop high-quality CuO nano-
particles on the GO surface to manufacture nanocomposites
via the sonochemical route, ie., these properties were the
inspiration for the synthesis of CuO/GO nanocomposites by
precipitation and Hammer approaches and their usage as
catalysts for environmental applications.

3.2. Physicochemical Characterization Studies of
CuO/GO. The UV-visible spectrum of GO depicted two
absorption peaks; one at ~238 nm and the other is a shoulder
at ~285 nm, which corresponds to C=O bonds (n—7
transitions) (Figure 1b). The main absorption peak at ~238
nm is 7 to 7* transitions of aromatic (C=C) double bonds of
GO. The UV absorption spectrum of CuO/GO nano-
composites also has two unique absorption peaks at 279 and

https://doi.org/10.1021/acsomega.3c00129
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Figure 2. (a) Tauc plot of CuO NPs and (b) Tauc plot of CuO/GONCc.

389 nm, which are related to # plasmon excitation of the
graphitic structure and CuO, respectively. The graphitic peak
at ~238 nm red-shifted to ~279 nm because of the extension
of conjugation. For CuO nanoparticles, two absorption bands,
a broad band at 243 nm and the other band at around 369 nm,
were obtained, ascribing the interband transition of central
electrons of Cu metal and CuO nanocrystals. These results are
in parallel with earlier studies.” Its anisotropic character was
shown by two or more bands that were formed as a result of
quadrupole and multiple plasmon excitations. The character-
istic absorption peak of CuO NPs is affected by the GO in
CuO/GO nanocomposites. It is clear from Figure 1b that the
spectrum of the composite is red-shifted when compared to
pure CuO. However, by increasing the concentration of CuO
up to a certain level, visible-light absorbance is gradually
reduced. This increase in visible-light absorption of CuO/GO
nanocomposites could be due to the greater surface electric
charge of oxides. The CuO nanoparticles typically exhibit a
maximum optical absorption peak of ~350 nm. The main
absorbance peak of CuO nanoparticles has moved to a shorter
wavelength (300 nm), indicating structural alterations in CuO
nanoparticles.*®

3.3. Band Gap Energy of CuO/GO Nanocomposites.
Tauc’s relation was used to calculate the optical band gap
energy of CuO nanoparticles

n

ahv = (hvE,) 3)
where “hv” is the incident photon energy, and “n” specifies
the type of transition that causes absorption; its values depend
on whether the transition is direct or indirect. Its value is 1/2
or 2. Using the Tauc relation, CuO NPs were able to attain an
optical band gap energy (E,, eV) of 3.7 eV (Figure 2a), which
was greater than the corresponding value for bulk CuO (2.1
eV).”" The decreased particle size is responsible for the
increased Eg value, making CuO NPs an ideal solar energy
harvester and a powerful photocatalyst for pollutant removal.”
The band gap energy of CuO nanoparticles was estimated to
be 3.7 eV, while this band gap is reduced to 2.78 eV band gap
energy by uploading CuO nanoparticles on the GO surface to
form CuO/GO nanocomposites (Figure 2b). This shows that
Eg decreases as the particle size increases due to aggregation
and formation of composites. When photons hit a semi-
conductor material, they are only absorbed if their minimum
energy is sufficient to excite an electron to the conducting band

»>
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from the valence band, which is equivalent to the band gap
energy (Eg). The increase in surface charge between CuO and
GO causes the optical band gap to shift to a greater
wavelength, resulting in a reduction, in the band gap of
Cu0/GO.”

3.4. FT-IR Spectra of GO, CuO, and CuO/GO Nano-
composites. FT-IR is the basic tool for the identification of
functional groups. O—H stretching vibrations are responsible
for the large and broadened peak centered at 2900—3599 cm ™
in the GO FT-IR spectrum; see Figure S1.°° While the peaks
around 1590 and 1055 cm™ are attributed to the sp*-
hybridized C=C and C—O stretching, respectively,”” while,
peaks at 1067 and 1400 cm™' were assigned to the stretching
vibration of unreacted graphite C—O and C=C bonds. The
symmetric and asymmetric stretching is confirmed by the
presence of these epoxy groups.

The FT-IR spectrum of the CuO/GO nanocomposites also
showed the presence of CuO NPs along with GO. After the
synthesis of CuO/GO nanocomposites, peak intensities at
2900—3599, 1067, and 1400 cm™ are reduced, revealing that
during nanocomposites formation, the majority of oxygen-
containing functional groups, notably carboxyl groups, were
reduced. Moreover, the typical FT-IR spectrum of CuO
presents peaks at 3400, 2930, 1550, 1040, and 610 cm™". The
Cu—O stretching vibration causes the absorption peak at 610
cm™ in the FT-IR of pure GO and CuO/GO nanocomposites.

3.5. XRD of GO, CuO, and CuO/GO Nanocomposites.
In the XRD, GO exhibited a strong diffraction peak at 26 ~
10.4° (Figure 3). This dominant diffraction peak at about
10.4° corresponds to the (002) diffraction plane of GO, having
a basal spacing of d [002] 82626 A°® A very small
diffraction peak of reduced GO at around 26.7° (calculated
spacing ~ 3.3 A) was also observed. The broader diffraction
peak observed in the enlarged pattern of GO and the
significant increase in the spacing attributed to the oxygen
functional group intercalates in the graphite interlayer. The
interlayer distance was enhanced by the introduction of various
functional groups, including C—0O, C—OOH, and C—OH,
resulting in a higher value of GO basal spacing. Figure 3 also
illustrates the XRD pattern of the prepared CuO nanoparticles,
which reveals a single monoclinic phase. Diffraction peaks at
32.28, 35.24, 38.44, 48.46, 53.26, 58.1, 61.32, 65.96, and
67.84° are assigned to the (011), (111), (111), (202), (020),
(202), (113), (311), and (220) respectively, diffraction planes
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Figure 3. XRD patterns of GO, CuO, and CuO/GO nanocomposites.

of monoclinic CuO.*” The structure’s lattice parameters are a
=484 A, b=347 A, and c = 5.33 A, which agree well with the
standard JCPDS card no. 00-044-0706."" Previously, similar
results were reported by Guzman et al.*' and Ganga et al.*’
These XRD patterns do not show any impurity peak. Because
of the nanosize effect, peaks are broad and wide. The average

crystallite size of the prepared CuO NPs is 25.85 nm,
calculated by using the well-known Scherer equation.

The broad diffraction peak at 10.3° in the CuO/GO XRD
pattern is apparently due to the (002) planes of the hexagonal
GO structure as seen in Figure 3. The peaks at 12.18, 25.6,
38.3, 44.5, and 50.2° correspond to the (011), (111), (200),
(112), and (202) diffraction planes of monoclinic CuO in the
CuO/GO composite. The average crystallite size of CuO in
the composite is ~26.41 nm.

3.6. SEM Microscopy of GO, CuO, and CuO/GO
Nanocomposites. The nanoparticle sizes and nanomorphol-
ogies of GO, CuO, and CuO/GO nanocomposites were
observed by TEM and SEM images. Figure 4a,b illustrates the
perfect exfoliation of graphite to generate thin layers of GO.
The TEM images of GO are orientated like folded silk veil
waves nanosheets that ripple and entangle with each other.
The van der Waal interactions account for the lamella-like
structure of wrinkled graphene oxide nanosheets. The lateral
dimensions of these sheets, which are typically transparent,
range from hundreds of nanometers to several micrometers. In
these wrinkles, GO sheets can be observed, which range in size
from S to 10 um, indicating 100% oxidation. Figure 4c,d

crL ugP

i«

X368, 808 B8.5km

CRL UOP

Figure 4. (3, b) TEM images of GO,”* (¢, d) SEM images of CuO NPs, and (e, f) SEM images of CuO/GO nanocomposites.
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depicted the morphology of extremely crystalline CuO
nanoparticles from SEM analysis. An aggregation of nano-
particles with an average diameter between 18 and 20 nm was
visible in the SEM image. Thus, only a rough morphology was
identified from this observation.

The copper oxide nanoparticles are evenly distributed over
GO'’s crumpled, paper-like surface, as seen in SEM illustrations
of CuO/GO, indicating that CuO nanoparticles are incorpo-
rated into GO (Figure 4e,f). CuO particles in CuO/GO
nanocomposites are varied from 32 to 90 nm with an average
value of about 39.66 nm and are uniformly distributed on the
graphene layer, preventing it from agglomeration. There are
two types of morphologies: spherical form CuO and wrinkled
sheet-like form of GO, indicating that CuO NPs are firmly
attached to the surface of these sheets. The particle size of
CuO NPs measured by SEM images was identical to the
crystallite size determined by XRD.

3.7. EDX Analysis. The purity and elemental makeup of
nanomaterials were assessed using EDX analysis and presented
in Figure S2. The purity of synthesized CuO NPs was
confirmed by the EDX spectrum in Figure S2a. It indicates that
copper is either oxide or dioxide and that the nanoparticles
were nearly stoichiometric. The weight composition for copper
and oxygen was 82.97 and 15.70%, respectively. The atomic
composition of copper and oxygen was then calculated as
56.17 and 42.21%, respectively. CuO has a uniform
distribution of copper and oxygen with an atomic ratio of
1:1.* The EDX of GO (Figure S2) shows the C and O signals
at 0.5 and 0.8 keV, with a ratio of 1.315 to 2.161, indicating the
purity of GO.*

The EDX analysis confirmed the formation of CuO and GO
nanocomposites with a 5:1 ratio, Figure S2. According to the
EDX spectra, the weight percentage of copper, oxygen, and
carbon in the CuO/GO composite were 60.56, 14.08, and
5.59% by weight while being 36.01, 33.25, and 17.57% atomic
percentages, respectively. CuO/GO hybrid nanocomposites
formation was verified by EDX spectra at similar weight
percentages of 7.85 and 6.89% for CuO and GO, respectively.
Extra peaks like Zn, Si, and Mn can also be observed, which
may be due to the glassware used. The strong intensities and
condensed breadth of these peaks suggested that the resulting
materials were mostly crystalline in nature.*> Single small peak
for Cl in the CuO sample, Pt in GO, and Mn and Zn signals in
the composite may be due to the impurity of the lead pencil or
arise in the simple glass slides or detected error during
measurements.

3.8. Applications. 3.8.1. Photocatalytic Properties. At
present, dyes are produced and used widely throughout many
different industries, including printing, garments, paper, pulp,
etc. However, the amount of dyestuffs discharged into aqueous
habitats, endangers both human health and aquatic life.””** In
recent decades, nanomaterials have been successfully employed
to photocatalyst the mineralization of commercial dyes such as
methylene blue and naphthol blue black.”*” The nanocatalyst
was applied for the degradation studies of different dyes (Table
1).

3.8.2. Selectivity of the Dye. The catalytic effectiveness of
the prepared CuO/GO nanocomposites was evaluated against
five different dyes, including MO, MB, MR, EO, and AR. The
efficacy of CuO/GO nanocomposites against different dyes is
shown in Figure Sa. The catalytic efficiency of CuO/GO
nanocomposites reached 97.80, 88.57, 92.97, and 91.46% for
MO, AR, MB, and ES dyes degradation, respectively, in 120

Table 1. Catalytic Mineralization of Methyl Red by
Different Reported Catalysts

s. no. catalyst rate of reaction refs
1 ZnO 0.0534 48
2 Ag’-doped TiO, 0.1103 49
3 TiO, 0.0492 49
4 Au*-doped SiO,NPs 0.370 50
S Ag*-doped SiO, NPs 0.50 S0
6 AgNPs-deposited SiO, NPs 0.046 S0
7 AuNPs—AgNPs-deposited SiO,NPs 0.037 S0
8 AuNPs-deposited SiO,NPs 0.032 50
9 SiO, NPs 0.020 50
10 Fe’/UV 1.06 51
11 Fe**/UV 0.05 s1
12 Fe/APS/UV 1.59 51
13 Fe?*/APS/UV 0.56 S1
14 Fe’/H,0/UV 8.56 51
16 Fe**/H,0/UV 1.21 51
17 Ag 2.0/TiO, 0.0069 52
18 ZnS/CdS nanocomposites 1.818 S3

min. However, the studied composite revealed a degradation
efficiency of 84.01% for MR in 175 min, even though MR is a
necessary dye from an industrial perspective and is used in a
variety of industries, including coloring textiles, clay products,
leather printing ink, pharmaceutical industries, and as a filter in
photography. Furthermore, due to its high carcinogenicity and
resistance to photodegradation and complete mineralization, it
required a very long time to decay. Therefore, to increase the
photodegradation effectiveness of our proposed nanocompo-
sites and decrease the reaction time to efficiently degrade the
MR dye, numerous reaction-related parameters, such as
concentration, pH, and temperature, must be tweaked in the
following sections.

3.8.3. Comparative MR Degradation by GO, CuO, and
CuO/GO Nanocomposites. Comparative photocatalytic deg-
radation of MR was assessed by using GO, CuO, and CuO/
GO nanocomposites upon exposure to UV/sunlight irradi-
ation. The photocatalytic efficiency of all of these catalysts
against MR is shown in Figure 5b. Because MR dye is resistant
to self-photolysis, a slight drop in MR dye concentration was
observed as a result of dye adsorption on the catalyst surface.
In 175 min, GO and CuO demonstrate respective efficiencies
of 62.55 and 67.23%. These findings demonstrate that CuO/
GO nanocomposites, with an efficiency of 84.01% in 175 min,
outperforms other nanomaterials in the degradation of the MR
dye. The progressive decline in intensity without the
emergence of a new absorption peak proved that the chemical
intermediates generated during dye degradation did not absorb
any analytical wavelengths. CuO/GO nanocomposites dem-
onstrated sufficient activity to photocatalyst mineralization of
MR dye due to their tiny particle size and large surface area.
Allowing more contact with the mutagenic disruption of the
chemical structure of the MR dye improves the photocatalytic
properties of GO and increases its photocatalytic activities.
CuO/GO is the best catalyst, according to the analysis of CuO,
GO, and CuO/GO nanocomposites in the photodegradation
of the MR dye.

3.8.4. MR Degradation by Different CuO/GO Composite
Ratios. CuO/GO nanocomposites have been synthesized with
five different CuO to GO ratios (1:1 up to 5:1) via the direct
solution precipitation method, the same as CuO/GO was
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Figure 5. (a) Photocatalytic degradation of alizarin red, methylene blue, methyl orange, eosin dye, and methyl red by CuO/GO nanocomposites
and (b) degradation efficiency of MR dye by GO, CuO, and CuO/GO nanocomposites.

prepared. The prepared samples were represented as 1:1, 2:1,
3:1, 4:1, and S5:1 CuO/GO, respectively. As in the previous
example, the photocatalytic decomposition efficiencies of these
prepared nanomaterials were determined using the same MR
dye solution and examined by a UV double-beam spectropho-
tometer (Shimadzu-UV-1800). Before irradiation, the reaction
was vigorously stirred in complete darkness for at least 1 h to
attain the adsorption equilibrium between the MR dye and
CuO/GO nanocomposites. After light irradiation, at a given
time interval, 5 ml aliquots were collected for analysis and
subsequently the absorbance spectra were recorded. The
sample was analyzed in the 200—800 nm UV range
wavelength. Time-dependent UV—visible absorbance spectra
of the aforementioned reaction in the presence of CuO/GO
nanocatalyst at different ratios of CuO to GO are shown in
Figure 6. These observations suggest that the optical properties
of CuO NPs may be tuned by the presence of GO.

Photodegradation of the MR dye follows first-order kinetics
as already reported in the literature.”” These results are
consistent with those seen in the photodegradation of the
majority of organic compounds, especially azo dyes. As
predicted, increasing the number of active sites in CuO/GO
favorably influenced photocatalytic degradation kinetics.
Behind 5:1, an increase in metal-oxide concentrations does
not accelerate the decolorization efficiency of MR because of
two reasons: (i) agglomeration might have taken place and (ii)
higher concentration creates turbidity parallel to the Langmuir
adsorption isotherm. Using the Langmuir—Hinshelwood
kinetics model, the photocatalytic decolorization rate of MR
was evaluated, as seen below

In Co/C, = kit (4)
where C, is the initial MR concentration, C, is the final
concentration in mg/L, and t is the irradiation time in minutes.
Photocatalytic degradation of methyl red follows the first-order
rate, its apparent rate (kapp in min~!) has been determined
using the graph’s slope when In(C,/C,) was plotted against
time (t), as presented in Figure S3a. The calculated series of
kpp Was 0.0068 min~' for CuO/GO (1:1), 0.0094 min~" for
CuO/GO (2:1), 0.0174 min~" for CuO/GO (3:1), 0.0202
min~! for CuO/GO (4:1), and 0.0258 min~' for CuO/GO
(5:1). With increased CuO concentration of 5:1, kapp increases
to its maximum value. These results show that at the start, the
reaction proceeds slowly by catalyst only, but when the
reaction mixture was exposed to sunlight, the reaction rate
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increased tremendously by holding more photons and thus
produces more OH® radicals, which are abundant and easily
accessible to the nearby MR molecules for decolorization/
degradation. Thus, k,,, is increasing due to the increase in the
overall surface area of the CuO/GO nanocatalyst.

The results of photocatalytic mineralization of MR at various
nanocomposites ratios agree well with the Langmuir—Hinshel-
wood model. It also suggests that this process follows the first-
order kinetic law. Values of linear regression (R*) for MR
mineralization of various nanocomposites ratios vary from
0.906 to 0.957, as presented in Figure S3a. The 5:1 composite
ratio has the greatest k,,, value of 0.0258 min™', Similar
concentration-dependent photodegradation tendencies of the
MB dye have previously been described by Jeyabalan et al.>*
and Vanaja et al.>

Experimental data in Table 2 shows that the photo-
degradation rate of the MR has increased from 84.01 to
95.48%. Furthermore, increasing the composite ratio from 1:1
to 5:1 reduces the reaction time from 3.5 h to only 35 min.
Another intriguing feature is that the removal rate reduced as
the ratio was increased beyond 5:1. According to the
Langmuir—Hinshelwood model, (a) agglomeration occurs at
increasing concentrations, which may lower the number of
active surface sites available for absorption and (b) turbidity is
caused by increased concentration. Turbidity is a scattering
effect that reduces light penetration. As a result, an appropriate
composite ratio might have decreased particle size and
improved crystallinity. The removal rate has therefore
improved.

3.8.5. Initial Dye Concentration of MR vs CuO/GO
Nanocomposites. The effect of initial dye concentration on
the photocatalytic decomposition rate is depicted in Figure 7a.
The rate of reaction was studied by varying the concentration
of MR, while keeping all other experimental conditions
constant such as light intensity, CuO/GO nanocatalyst dosage
(0.5 mg) and composite ratio (5:1), and MR solution pH (6.5
almost neutral). While using varying initial MR concentrations
0f 90, 100, and 120 ppm, all of these reactions were conducted
at room temperature. These results show that the rate of the
photocatalytic reaction decreases and vice versa when the
starting MR concentration increases because the CuO/GO
photocatalyst’s surface is covered in numerous layers of dye
molecules that have been adsorbed. As a result, increasing the
MR dye content has no beneficial effect on further
decolorization. The MR molecules can no longer engage
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Figure 6. Photocatalytic mineralization of the MR dye by different composition ratios of CuO/GO nanocomposites: (a) 1:1, (b) 2:1, (c) 3:1, (d)

4:1, and (e) S:1.

Table 2. Rate of Reaction, Efficiencies, Turnover Numbers,
and Turnover Frequencies of CuO/GO Nanocomposites of
Different Composition Ratios: 1:1, 2:1, 3:1, 4:1, and 5:1

linear
composite turnover  turnover regression
ratio L efficiency  number  frequency  coefficients

(Cu0/GO)  (min~") (%) (TON)  (TOF) (R)

1:1 0.0068 84.01 16.1 0.092 0.9579

2:1 0.0094 86.98 21.95 0.156 0.9324

3:1 0.0174 88.41 23.5 0.195 0.9459

4:1 0.0202 90.77 23.6 0.262 0.9333

S:1 0.0258 95.48 25.5 0.340 0.9066

with the CuO/GO nanocatalyst surface due to these adsorbed
layers. The photodegradation reaction is thus inhibited because
the fresh incoming MR dye molecules have very limited access
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to hydroxyl (OH®) and oxygen (O,") free radicals, which are
generated at the surface of the CuO/GO nanocatalyst.
According to Beer—Lambert’s law, increasing the MR dye
concentration also shortens the photon’s access path to the
MR solution, resulting in a lower penetration of radiations to
the CuO/GO nanocatalyst and consequently lowering the rate
of reaction. This behavior could be for two possible reasons:
(i) when the MR dye solution concentration increases, (ii) the
path length of the photon increases, so that the photon
number reaching the surface also decreases, and hence a
limited number of superoxide ions (O,”) and hydroxyl (OH®)
radicals were formed, thus decreasing the rate of reaction. As
the surface area of the CuO/GO photocatalyst is fixed, the
photocatalytic degradation rate is dependent on the dye
concentration. Since there are a limited number of active sites
in this system that induce a lower number of adsorption of MR
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Figure 7. (a) Effect of MR dye concentration and (b) pH on the degradation of MR in the presence of the CuO/GO catalyst. (c) Arrhenius plot by
plotting In(k) as a function of 1/T and (d) Eyring plot of In(k/T) vs 1/T.

molecules at these active catalyst surfaces, the remaining MR
molecules stay in solution until the previously attached MR
molecules have degraded. But in the case of a higher
concentration, the competition rate is also high among the
MR dye molecules. More MR molecules will try and compete
with each other for the attachment to the CuO/GO catalyst
active site, and this results in reducing the MR degradation
rate. Due to a lack of direct contact between MR molecules
and the active site, it is thought that the presence of such a
large amount of adsorbed MR molecules may negatively affect
the reaction rate and the production of photogenerated holes
or OH"*>°

3.8.6. Effect of pH on MR Degradation. The pH of the dye
effluents is a significant parameter for the CuO/GO surface
charge properties, MR adsorption activity, and, subsequently,
the rate of photodegradation reaction. As a result, it is critical
to look at the effect of pH on photocatalytic degradation and
figure out what pH is optimum for the degradation of MR
treatment. The influence of pH on photocatalytic reactions
might be explained using zero-point charge (pzc) of the CuO/
GO photocatalyst and also the adsorption of MR molecules on
CuO/GO nanocatalyst at various pH values. The CuO/GO
photocatalyst isoelectric point relies on the acid—base
properties of the hydroxyl surface group. The isoelectric
point is the pH at which the zeta potential is zero. Under acidic
conditions, it is believed that adsorbed H* charges on the
photocatalyst surface positively (pH < 5.6) while negatively
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charged with the presence of alkaline media (pH > 5.6), when
the surface of the CuO/GO nanocatalyst absorbed OH™ ions
as shown in the following reaction

(CuO/GO) — OH + OH™ © (Cu0/GO) — O + H,0
(8)

The cationic and anionic composition greatly influences the
efficiency of this reaction. Different electrostatic forces,
attraction, or repulsion between MR molecules and the
CuO/GO surface either boost or reduce this efficiency.
Results plotted in Figure 7b suggest that the rate of
photocatalytic degradation increases when the pH of the
solution decreases but reduces when the pH is increased.

In acidic media, i.e., pH < 5.6, the surface of the CuO/GO
photocatalyst is charged positively by the surface species
(CuO/GO—O0H,*) and can strongly interact with negatively
charged organic compounds

atpH > pzc

(CuO/GO) — OH + H* & (Cu0/GO) — OH,*

atpH < pzc (6)

These results showed that MR photodegradation is affected
by acidic or alkaline media rather than the zero-point charge
(pH = pzc) of the CuO/GO photocatalyst. Since the electric
charge density is zero at pH = 5.6 on the surface of the CuO/
GO photocatalyst, the constant (K) was calculated from the
first-order kinetic plot.””
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Table 3. Estimated Values for E,, A*H, A*S, and A*G in kJ/mol

T (K) 1/T K (s7Y) InK
298 0.00335 0.537 —0.6217
303 0.00330 0.8212 —0.196
308 0.00324 0.9577 —0.0432

E, (kJ/mol)

44.186

A*H (kJ/mol)
46.749

A*S (kJ/mol)
1.86

A*G (kJ/mol)
—507.541
—563.831
—526.131

3.8.7. Thermodynamic Functions of the CuO/GO Nano-
composites in the Degradation of MR. The velocity of gas
molecules increases as the temperature increases according to
the KMT. This is also true for any liquid. A molecule’s
translational kinetic energy is directly related to the molecule’s
velocity (KE = 1/2mv*). The K.E consequently increases
along with the temperature. The percentage of molecules high
enough to break the energy barrier increases along with the
increase in temperature. The percentage of molecules whose
energy exceeds the activation energy (E,) overcomes the
energy barrier and produces the final product.

The impact of different temperatures (293, 303, 308, and
313 K) on MR dye photodegradation by CuO/GO was
investigated in this section. The k,,, of these reactions at
different temperatures was determined. It was found that as the
temperature increased, the degradation efficiency increases as
well. Arrhenius’s equation relates k,,, and temperature by
following eq 7

k= AT ?)

where “k” is the rate constant, “E,” is the activation energy, “R”
is the universal gas constant, “T” is the temperature in Kelvin,
and “A” is the Arrhenius factor/frequency factor or
preexponential factor. The Arrhenius equation may be
projected onto a straight line to graphically compute activation
energy

In(k) = —E,/RT + In A

app

(8)

Plotting In(k) as a function of 1/T results in a straight line
with a slope of (—E,/R) as presented in Figure 7c. E, can be
simply calculated from this slope. This increasing rate constant
is most likely due to increased collision frequency among
molecules in the solution medium as the temperature
increases.

Other thermodynamic functions like enthalpy of activation
(AH*) and entropy of activation (AS*) have been determined
by Eyring’s equation, activation energy (E,) and apparent rate
of reaction (k,,,) are related to each other by the following
equation

kapp — (KBT/h)e—A* S/R x e—A % H/RT

app

)

The linear form of the Eyring—Polanyi equation is obtained
by differentiating the above equation concerning temperature
as follows

In(k,, /T) =InKgz/h+ A %S/R— A% H/RT

(10)

Below, Figure 7d shows an Eyring plot of the MR dye
degradation process.

AH (46.749 kJ/mol) has been calculated from the slope
while AS (1.86 kJ/mol) from the intercept of the above graph,
respectively. Lastly, AG was determined using Arrhenius Law
according to eq 11

A %G = A xH — TA %S (11)

The results of E,, A*H, A*S, and A*G values in kJ/mol are
presented in Table 3.

app
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The increase in the k,;, value with increasing temperature
and the positive value of AH demonstrate that the photo-
decomposition of MR by the CuO/GO nanocomposites is an
endothermic process. This might be owing to the hydrophobic
CuO/GO nanocatalyst’s electrostatic attraction to the MR dye.
At the higher temperature, the large negative A*G value
suggested that the reaction is favorable and spontaneous.
Positive values of A*S refer to the affinity of CuO/GO

nanocomposites toward MR dye as presented in Table 4.

Table 4. Conditions for Spontaneity of the Reaction

AH AS AG spontaneity of reaction
+ve  +ve depending on T, may be +ve or —ve yes if T is high

—ve  +ve always —ve always spontaneous
—ve —ve depending on T, may be +ve or —ve yes, if T is low enough
+ve  —ve always +ve never spontaneous

3.9. Heterogeneous Catalysts. Two different tests,
including the mercury poisoning test and a hot filtration test,
were conducted to ascertain whether the CuO/GO nano-
composites degrades MR in a heterogeneous or homogeneous
way.

3.9.1. Hot Filtration Test. Under typical conditions, the MR
degradation process was carried out in the presence of the
CuO/GO catalyst. After a while, when the pigment had only
undergone 30% of its degradation, the solid catalyst was
filtered out, and the reaction was left to proceed in the light for
2 days. No further deterioration of MR was observed even after
2 days in the light, indicating that the catalyst (CuO/GO) was
heterogeneous in character.”®

3.9.2. Mercury Poisoning Test. The heterogeneity of CuO/
GO nanocatalysts as catalytically active species under typical
reaction circumstances was evaluated using the mercury
poisoning (drop) test. The degradation process of MR was
stopped by CuO/GO when a small drop of mercury was
introduced to it while it was being constantly stirred. Because
mercury amalgamated on the surface of the heterogeneous
photocatalyst, the reaction was halted due to a lack of an active
site on the surface.””

Both tests yielded positive results, confirming that the
catalysts are heterogeneous and this reaction is heterogeneous
in nature.

3.10. Stability of the Photocatalyst. Apart from the
other qualities of the CuO/GO nanocomposites, the catalyst’s
stability is one of the most essential properties in large-scale
applications.”” To determine if the CuO/GO(S:1) catalyst is
stable, MR dye recycling experiments were carried out, and the
results are presented in Figure S3b. Before being dried in an
oven at 80 °C, the produced nanocomposites catalysts were
centrifuged and washed with distilled water, and then ethanol
after each cycle was completed and then employed in the
subsequent reaction. After seven cycles, the MR dye removal
rate for CuO/GO nanocomposites decreased from 90.90% to
84.9% as presented in Figure S3b. The graph shows a slight
decline in CuO/GO photocatalytic activity. This is due to the
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Scheme 1. Mechanisms of Photodegradation of MR Dye by CuO/GONc (“Scheme Courtesy of “Farhana Anjum”; Copyright
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mechanical loss of the nanocatalyst surface that occurs during
the cyclic process. As a result, nanocomposites” photocatalytic
degradation activity and stability have remained high for a long
period.

3.11. Degradation of Mixed Dyes Solutions by the
CuO/GO Nanocomposites. In addition to the degradation of
pure dyes solution, other reactions for a combination of dyes
solutions were conducted against CR, MO, and MR solution.
In this experiment, 60 mg of the catalyst was added to 60 mL
of a mixture of dyes (20 mL of each dye), and the mixture was
stirred at room temperature for 10 min in dark conditions.
After 10 min, the first aliquot (3 mL, 0 min) was examined
with a UV-—visible spectrophotometer. Throughout light
irradiation, an aliquot of 4 mL was centrifuged and examined
with a UV—visible spectrometer at regular intervals of 20 min.
As shown in Figure $4, the aqueous CR, MO, and MR solution
produced an absorbance peak at 473 nm. The highest intensity
at 473 nm gradually diminishes over time. The degradation of
CR, MO, and MR dyes is indicated by the reduction in the
peak intensity at 473 nm for CR, MO, and MR solution and
the emergence of a new peak at 249 nm with increasing
intensity. As a consequence, it took 190 min for the
combination of CR, MO, and MR dyes to degrade by 94%.
Based on the aforementioned findings, it was determined that
our CuO/GO nanocomposites preparation is not only efficient
in the degradation of a single dye solution but also exhibits
admirable activity in the degradation of a mixture of dyes
solution and may be used in the degradation/purification of
the actual water-containing dyes solution.

3.12. Photolysis of the MR Dye by CuO/GO Nano-
composites. 3.12.1. Indirect Dye Degradation Mechanism.
A schematic representation of MR photocatalysis by the CuO/
GO nanocomposites is illustrated in Scheme 1 and provides a
plausible mechanism for MR degradation reaction 12. The
proposed mechanism of the reaction is given: photocatalytic
processes are usually triggered by irradiation of light as a result
of photoelectrons increased from the valence band (VB) of the
CuO/GO catalyst to the conducting band (CB). The energy of

this light that has been absorbed is now equal to or greater
than the photocatalyst band gap energy (Eg).The valence band
developed a hole as a result of photoelectron excitation. Thus,
as stated in the equation below, pair of electrons and holes
(e7/h") are generated

CuO/GO + hv — CuO/GO(e (CB) + h*(VB))  (12)

The formation of hydroxyl radicals, which occurs when
water ionizes and reacts with the newly created hole in the
valence band to produce a hydroxyl radical (OH"), is another
process by which MR molecules degrade

H,0 + h*(VB) —» OH®(ads) + H*(ads) (13)

This CuO/GO surface OH® radical is a very potent
oxidizing agent that attacks adsorbed MR molecules that are
close to the catalyst surface and mineralized to the degree that
depends on the structure and their stability nonselectively.
These hydroxyl radicals can kill any existing microorganisms in
the medium in addition to attacking organic pollutants.”!
Similarly, the excited electrons in the conducting band now
interact with the nearby oxygen to create anionic superoxide
radical (O,7), as in eq 14

0, + ¢ (CB) — 0O, (ads) (14)

These superoxide radicals aid in the oxidation process while
also preventing the recombination of electrons and holes,
keeping the CuO/GO catalyst’s electron neutrality.

Superoxide is protonated in this step, which results in the
production of H,0O,. During the prior step, superoxide ions
were formed. These further dissociate and produce a hydroxyl
radical, which is very volatile. The oxidation and reduction
reactions occur concurrently on the photoexcited CuO/GO
catalyst surface in photocatalysis. Scheme 1 shows the
complete procedure.

3.12.2. Direct Mechanism for Dye Degradation. Due to
the ability of CuO/GO catalyst to absorb some of the visible
light too, another mechanism of photodegradation of MR dye
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is also possible under visible light. In this mechanism, the MR
molecules absorb the visible-light photons (1 > 400 nm) and
get excited from the ground state to the excited state (MR*),
in this triplet excited state, the MR molecules further convert
to a semioxidized radical cation (MR*) due to some electrons
in the CB of CuO/GO.** Now, these trapped electrons react
with dissolved oxygen and form superoxide radical anions
(0,7), which results in the formation of hydroxyl radicals
(OH"®). Now, these hydroxyl radicals (OH®) are the prime
factor in the degradation of MR dye molecules as represented
by the below equation®

(18)
(16)

According to several reported studies, an indirect mecha-
nism typically prevails over a direct mechanism, and its
contribution to MR degradation is far more pronounced than
the one initiated by visible light. The latter is also considered
to be a much slower reaction than the indirect mechanism.®’

3.12.3. Mineralization Study of MR. Analyses of the total
organic carbon (TOC) are frequently used to determine how
thoroughly organic dye molecules are broken down during
photodegradation. TOC can more accurately represent the
total amount of organic compounds in the solution by
measuring the amount of carbon in organic compounds. A
TOC analyzer was used to assess the TOC of the original dye
solution (blank) and irradiated sample. Equation 17 was used
to evaluate the competence of TOC removal®*

R(%) = 100 x (TOC,, — TOC,)/TOC,,

MR + hv - MR*

MR* + CuO/GO — MR' + CuO/GO™

(17)

where TOC,, is the TOC value at sorption equilibrium time
and TOC, is the TOC value after irradiated time ¢.

As shown in Figure S5, the degradation of MR was
demonstrated using CuO:GO(S:1) and CuO:GO(1:1) photo-
catalysts. Under visible-light irradiation, the CuO:GO(S:1)
photocatalyst exhibited better MR photodegradation compe-
tence than CuO:GO (1:1) photocatalyst. This is due to the
increased ability of O2 to adsorb molecules, which allows for
the creation of reactive radicals. The equilibrium content of the
MR dye after 30 min of adsorption in the dark was found to be
23.25 mg-L™". After 180 min of irradiation with a 200 W xenon
lamp, final TOC values in the presence of CuO:GO (1:1) and
CuO:GO (5:1) were 3.45 and 8.34 mg-L™", respectively. The
percent value of TOC of the CuO:GO(S:1) system decreased
to 14.83%, showing high mineralization of the MR dye with a
removal efficiency of 85.16%, while the percent TOC value of
the CuO:GO(1:1) system was only 35.8% with the removal
efficiency of 64.13%.

4. CONCLUSIONS

This paper describes the novel lead pencil-based synthesis of
reduced graphene oxide and its composites with copper oxide.
This study proposed a new type of photocatalyst that
possessed superior photocatalytic activity in very short reaction
times for the degradation of the industrial organic MR dye.
CuO/GO was synthesized by the sonochemical method, while
GO was synthesized by modifying the hammer method. The
effectiveness of each method was evaluated based on textural,
morphological, and structural characterizations of obtaining
nanopowders and nanocomposites that are performed by
different modern methods. The photocatalytic efficiency of the
nanocomposites depends on the amount of GO associated

17678

with CuO. The CuO/GO nanocomposites with 5:1 was found
to achieve the highest ~90.90% removal efficiency of MR
under visible-light irradiation in 70 min. These high values of
photocatalytic efficiency of CuO/GO could be attributed to
the improved charge passage and separation that suppressed
charge recombination, longer charge lifespan (stability), and
the enrichment of photon absorption. The proposed technique
could be used for the production of several nanocomposites
materials, with many others conducting polymers that can be
used for the present-day environmental issue of pollution
caused by numerous carcinogenic organic pollutants.
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