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. In some correspondence o= the gubject of
spider-lick Messrs. James Finlay & Co., Ltd.,
of Calcutta communicated to us the following
passage from a letter that they had received
from Mr. gJacobs, the factory manager at Riga
Sugar FaCtOIy, vnear Muzaffarpur, in which he
suggested that the liquid ejected by the insect
jg soluble in water and mgy be washed off

within an hour or two and this removes its
action

We gladly took the opportunity represented
by = large collection of the insects that were
forwarded from the same source to try out the
hypothesis.

A powerful tincture prepared from the Speci_
mens and matured since May 1938 was used for
the experiments on two volunteers. In each
experiment approximately equal quantities of
the fluid were used for it and for the control.

Experiment I.?In the first experiment both
forearms of volunteer A were painted with the
tincture. One hour afterwards the left forearm
was washed in tap water. Two days after the
right a=m showed a marked dermatitis, while
the left arm had a few rosy papules only.

Experiment II.?The left and right forearms
of volunteer B were painted with the tincture by
means Of a camel-hair brush. His name was
written with the paint and after his name a
cross. One hour after the tincture had dried the
left forearm was washed in running tap water,
soap Dot being used.

The next day he noticed = glight reaction on
the right forearm oply,

The following day this had developed into a
severe dermatitis showing confluent vesicles.
On the other hand the left forearm showed a
few isolated papules only.

Subsequently the left arm showed no more
reaction than that.

Experiment III on volunteer A.?As the un-
diluted tincture had shown itself yery severe in
its reaction when the dermatitis was fully
developed, the fluid was in this experiment
diluted with 9 parts of rectified gpirit before use.
Washing the arm was done 2 hours afterward.
The unwashed area developed a mild dermatitis,

the papules being scattered, and the washed
arm showed no reaction.

These few controlled observations thus con-
firm the observations made by Mr. Jacobs and
indicate that attention to regularly bathing the
parts that are not commonly covered with
clothes should suffice to prevent the condition
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arising. As the insects are nocturnal in hghit,  gested- attention to washing should be unrelated
being, in their relation with man, strongly- after dark, however little be given to it during
attracted by lights, it is essential that the sug- daytime.



