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The PLOS ONE Editors

Following the publication of this article [1], the Ohio State University investigated the results

presented in Fig 1 and concluded that the Fig 1A panel was produced by merging and reorien-

tation of data from multiple different experiments, performed months apart, creating a com-

posite Fig that did not represent the experimental conditions accurately. Following these

findings, the institutional Committee recommended retraction of this article [1].

In addition to the institute’s findings, editorial reassessment of the article also raised con-

cerns regarding the results presented in Fig 2B and Fig 3. Specifically, when adjusting the col-

our levels to visualise the background, there appear to be horizonal and vertical irregularities

in the background of multiple panels presented in Fig 2B and Fig 3.

The authors provided repeat experiment data for the results presented in Fig 1A. However,

these data were not sufficient to resolve the concerns pertaining to image fabrication that were

confirmed by the institutional Committee. The original data underlying Figs 1, 2, and 3 either

have not been provided for editorial review or are no longer available due to the time elapsed

since the original experiments were conducted. In the absence of the original underlying data,

the concerns with these Figs cannot be resolved.

In light of the inappropriate image manipulations affecting the Fig 1A results, and the unre-

solved concerns affecting multiple Fig 2B and Fig 3 panels that question the integrity of these

data, the PLOS ONE Editors retract this article.

TM, CP, PY, and STJ agreed with the retraction. KG and SM responded but expressed nei-

ther agreement nor disagreement with the retraction. RC, HK, JD, SB, AM, and TH either did

not respond directly or could not be reached. KG, TM, and STJ stand by the article’s findings.
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