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Gandini et al. [1] argue that school opening was not a driver of the
SARS-CoV-2 second wave in Italy. We contend this is an overreaching
interpretation of their results. First, contrary to what indicated by the
authors, cross-sectionally the incidence of SARS-CoV-2 among students
age 1418 is higher than the general population in 8 out of 18 regions
considered (see Fig. 1.b in Gandini et al. [1]). Second, Gandini et al. [1]'s
prospective analysis focuses on the temporal relationship between
school opening and COVID-19 transmission in the Veneto region until
November 7, 2020. However, consistently with the different implemen-
tation of public health measures at the sub-national level and the distinc-
tive pandemic evolution and management in the Veneto region,
evidence for 12 regions under monitoring by the Italian Epidemiological
Association reveals substantial geographic variation in the role of school
opening for Italy’s second wave. Notably, at the end of September 2020,
the rise in incidence among high school students age 14—18 preceded
that of adults age 25+ in Emilia-Romagna, Lazio, Lombardy, Marche, Pie-
monte, and Tuscany [2] — the same regions (except for Lombardy)
where Gandini et al. [1] find a higher incidence of SARS-CoV-2 among
students age 14—18 than the general population (see Fig. 1.b). Official
data from the Istituto Superiore di Sanita confirm that, nationally, the
rise in incidence among 10—19 years old has preceded that of adults age
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30+ after school opening in Fall 2020 [3]. The role of school openings on
the second COVID-19 wave in Italy should thus not be minimized.
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Disclaimer

The information and views set out in this paper are those of the
authors and do not necessary state or reflect the official opinion of the
European Commission. Neither the European Union institutions and
bodies nor any person acting on their behalf may be held responsible
for the use, which may be made of the information contained therein.
The scientific output expressed does not imply a policy position of the
European Commission. Neither the European Commission nor any per-
son acting on behalf of the Commission is responsible for the use that
might be made of this publication. For information on the methodol-
ogy and quality underlying the data used in this publication for which
the source is neither Eurostat nor other Commission services, users
should contact the authors. The designations employed and the pre-
sentation of material do not imply the expression of any opinion what-
soever on the part of the European Union concerning the legal status of
any country, territory or of its authorities.
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