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Letter: inflammatory bowel disease services during the
Covid-19 pandemic - authors' reply

We thank Mungmunpuntipantip and Wiwanitkit for their corre-
spondence regarding our recent paper on the use of, and out-
comes for, inflammatory bowel disease services in England during
the Covid-19 pandemic.m? We agree with them that only a pro-
portion of patients with severe inflammatory bowel disease pre-
sented during the pandemic. This is likely due to several reasons.
Firstly, patients will have stayed away due to the fear of conta-
gion. Secondly, stay at home orders and lockdowns will have de-
terred patients from attending hospital. A careful public health
message must be crafted to ensure that those requiring urgent
medical treatment still come forward for healthcare and do not
stay at home. Thirdly, there was a reduction in resources to carry
out procedures (hospital beds, theatre space, ventilators, etc).
Departments reduced the provision of services such as endoscopy
for safety reasons. Fourthly, the availability of healthcare workers
diminished due to sickness, redeployment and, in some unfortu-
nate cases, death and disability. Finally, the prioritisation of cancer
patients may have reduced the availability of scant resources for
the management of IBD patients requiring care. All the above con-
siderations will have participated in the overall reduced health-
care utilisation by inflammatory bowel disease patients during the
pandemic.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Declarations of personal and financial interests: The authors' declara-
tions of personal and financial interests are unchanged from those
in the original article.?

AP&T correspondence columns are restricted to invited editorials and letters
discussing papers that have been published in the journal. An invited editorial
or letter must have a maximum of 500 words, may contain one table or
figure, and should have no more than 10 references. It should be submitted
electronically to the Editors via http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/apt.

LINKED CONTENT
This article is linked to Deputy et al papers. To view these ar-
ticles, visit https://doi.org/10.1111/apt.16800 and https://doi.
org/10.1111/apt. 16841

Mohammed Deputy®?
Ailsa Hart®

Omar Faiz'?

1Surgical Epidemiology, Trials and Outcome Centre, St Mark’s
Hospital and Academic Institute, Harrow, UK

2Department of Surgery and Cancer, Imperial College London,
London, UK

3Department of Gastroenterology, St Mark’s Hospital and
Academic Institute, Harrow, UK

Email: m.deputy@nhs.net

ORCID

Mohammed Deputy https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4990-8434

REFERENCES

1. Mungmunpuntipantip R, Wiwanitkit V. Letter: inflammatory
bowel disease services during the COVID-19 pandemic. Aliment
Pharmacol Ther 2022;55:1063.

2. Deputy M, Sahnan K, Worley G, Patel K, Balinskaite V, Bottle A,
et al. The use of, and outcomes for, inflammatory bowel disease
services during the Covid-19 pandemic: a nationwide observational
study. Aliment Pharmacol Ther. 2022;55:836-846.

1064 © 2022 John Wiley & Sons Ltd

wileyonlinelibrary.com/journal/apt

Aliment Pharmacol Ther. 2022;55:1064.


https://doi.org/10.1111/apt.16800
https://doi.org/10.1111/apt.16841
https://doi.org/10.1111/apt.16841
mailto:﻿
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4990-8434
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4990-8434
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4990-8434

