
448 Foundation Doctor Local Peer-Led and Organised Basic
Surgical Skills in General Surgery and Plastic Surgery

Aim: Trauma and Orthopaedic (T&O) junior doctors are
manage on-calls involving a high volume of patients presen
wide variety of complex conditions. Despite this, many junior
feel poorly prepared at the start of their placements with
hospitals providing variable levels of induction. We therefore
provide a free ‘Introduction to T&O on-calls’ course for junior
Method: The online platform ‘Zoom’ was used to provide 13
lectures by T&O trainees and consultants over a single day in
In total, 280 UK junior doctors attended with 91.1% comp
back. Pre- and post-course questionnaires were used to
proved knowledge.
Results: Only 7.4% of participants either had or were aware
trust induction covering T&O on-calls. The course had an
faction rating of 90%, with participants showing a 15.3% improvement
in on-call knowledge from pre-course to post-course (p<0.05). Prior to
the course only 35% of participants felt prepared to perform an on-call
which increased to 77% after the course. Almost all participants (90%)
agreed that similar courses in other surgical specialties (General sur-
gery (79%), Urology (60%), Vascular surgery (60%), ENT 55%)) which are
commonly cross covered by junior doctors would be hugely beneficial.
Conclusions: Our principal focus moving forward is to establish a for-
mal national induction programme for T&O junior doctors that is rec-
ognised by the relevant T&O organisations. This will instil confidence
in the junior doctors whilst achieving patient safety and excellence
during busy T&O on-calls.
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Introduction: Surgical conferences are invaluable events for healthcare
professionals; they provide opportunities to engage with upcoming sci-
entific discoveries, network professionally with peers as well as expand
learning through lectures and workshops. For medical students, con-
ferences provide an opportunity to expand understanding beyond the
undergraduate curriculum in an interactive manner. COVID-19 has
caused disruption to the organisation and attendance of in-person con-
ferences (IPCs). Virtual conferences (VCs) offer a viable solution, allow-
ing delegates to attend from the comfort of their own homes.
Method: The aim of our study was to evaluate an organised VC and ex-
plore the perceived benefits and limitations of VCs compared to IPCs. A
virtual one-day trauma & orthopaedics (T&O) conference was organ-
ised involving lectures, workshops, poster, and oral presentations.
Anonymous questionnaire forms were distributed to delegates follow-
ing the conference to assess the aims of our paper.
Results: From 106 responses, 96.2% rated the conference as ‘Excellent’
or ‘Good’ with 92.5% stating that it increased their passion for T&O sur-
gery. Based on a five-point Likert scale (5¼ strongly agree, 1¼ strongly
disagree), mean score of agreement for preferring VCs to IPCs was
3.30(6 1.24). Key advantages of the VC were a lower cost (70.8%) and
not having to travel (77.4%), whereas the main limitation was the in-
ability to participate in hands-on workshops (84.9%).
Conclusions: Despite the success of our VC, delegate feedback indi-
cates a mixed response comparing VCs to IPCs. We share our findings
to encourage similar events to be organised and for other specialties.

<

supervisor (1.29 6 1.21, p<0.001) and the ability to conduct an audit by
themselves in the future (1.77 6 1.15, p< 0.001). Eagerness to pursue a
career in T&O increased from 35.3% to 70.6% of students following the
programme. Of the 7 affiliated supervisors, 5 provided feedback and all
were happy with the quality of work produced.
Conclusions: The platform produced high quality projects which were
disseminated both locally and nationally, demonstrating positive col-
laboration between students and clinicians. We present our findings to
encourage similar audit platforms to be adopted at other locations.
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