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The Editors-in-Chief have retracted this article because concerns
have been raised about the reliability of the presented data. An
investigation by the US Office of Research Integrity has concluded
that western blot images for total protein expression in human cell
lines subject to gene depletion and/or overexpression were
produced by reusing immunoblot bands and relabeling them to
represent different experiments in seven figure panels in five
papers and one grant application. In this article, this affects Fig. 5B,
representing p53 and p63 levels in human lung epithelial cells
with or without gene depletion.

Authors M. Story and J. W. Shay agree to this retraction. Authors Y.
Wang and W. L. Ng do not agree to this retraction. Authors A. R. M.
R. Amin and F. A. Cucinotta have not responded to any
correspondence from the editor or publisher about this retraction.
The Publisher has not been able to obtain a current email address

for authors G. Chen, M. Wang, H. Wang, X. Zhang, J. Wang
and B. Hu.

Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons
Attribution 4.0 International License, which permits use, sharing,

adaptation, distribution and reproduction in anymedium or format, as long as you give
appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Creative
Commons license, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party
material in this article are included in the article’s Creative Commons license, unless
indicated otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material is not included in the
article’s Creative Commons license and your intended use is not permitted by statutory
regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly
from the copyright holder. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by/4.0/.
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