
social instability. The trauma of living through a climate-
related disaster can have substantial mental health impacts on
children and youth. Some key challenges towards to studying
and modelling these impacts will be shared. Finally, action and
commitments to protect children from climate change will be
highlighted.
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Addressing wicked problems such as climate change vulner-
ability require a process whereby evidence of different kinds,
interests, values and meanings are brought together in order to
understand and anticipate the effects of change (such as a
climate change) on health and health inequities in a
population and then decide how best to respond.
Understanding and addressing climate change vulnerability
requires understanding complex climate science, policy
making and politics, individual level decision making, history,

nature, society, culture, urban planning, economics, structure
and agency - the list goes on.
Health Impact Assessment provides a framework and process
for carrying out this task of bringing together different
stakeholders and types of disciplinary knowledge. However,
this involves intellectual, social, and practical challenges
including:(a) dealing with concepts that originate from
unfamiliar disciplines and that may be multidisciplinary,
complex and sometimes contested;
(b) collaboration between colleagues who have different
discipline and profession backgrounds;
(c) finding shared meaning and ways of communicating; and
(d) deciding how we understand knowledge, the role of
different types of evidence and ways of theorizing explanations
and evaluating their practical adequacy.

This presentation will:
1. Outline a framework for conceptualising the multilayered,

emergent, complex open systems within which the mechan-
isms of multiple entities interact to cause climate change
vulnerability.

2. Describe and differentiate multi /inter/trans/-disciplinary
approaches

3. Suggest strategies for how to support interdisciplinary
approaches to addressing climate change vulnerability.

1.F. Oral presentations: Digital tools and health
communication

Data is the new oil. How Covid-19 boosted
information transparency in Austria
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Background:
Austria has no tradition of sharing administrative or routine
(health) data collected by public authorities with researchers
and accordingly no corresponding data infrastructure exists.
Triggered by the GDPR and the pandemic situation an
increasing demand from scientific institutions to obtain
access to health care data (e.g. use of resources, patient
pathways) for research purposes emerged. The latest govern-
mental program addressed this fundamental request even
before the start of the pandemic mainly because one of the
members of the current coalition, the Green Party, values
information transparency very high. The abolishment of
‘‘professional secrecy’’ and the promotion of research by
enabling a comprehensive secondary use of data are corner-
stones of their political agenda.
Mathods:
The agenda was boosted by the outbreak of the Covid-19
pandemic that made the need for joint and real-time data-
based research into SARS-CoV-2 and COVID-19 evident and
eventually led to the establishment of the Covid-19 data
platform https://datenplattform-covid.goeg.at in April 2020,
which is run by the Austrian National Public Health Institute
(G&Ouml;G). Since June 2020 national and international
scientific institutions can obtain, free of cost, data from the
Epidemiological reporting system which includes core infor-
mation on COVID-19 infections in Austria. Institutions need
to apply with G&Ouml;G for accreditation which is granted
(or denied) by the Scientific Advisory Board of the Platform.
Data provision is continuously expanded and includes as of

now, data on hospital and ICU admissions due to COVID-19
as well as data on SARS-CoV-2 genome sequencing.
Results:
In April 2021, 84 institutions (8 international) had applied for
access. 60 have been accredited, in line with the rules of
procedure (incl. a plausibility check of the applicant against
OECD’s Frascati-criteria. In total, nine articles using data from
the Covid-19 platform have been submitted to scientific
journals.
Key messages:
� On a national level, the Covid-19 data platform, commis-

sioned by the Austrian Ministry of Health (BMSGPK) is an
important step towards a modern and transparent health
care administration system.
� Covid-19 and the data platform triggered a debate around

the need for a (national) data-governance framework
balancing benefits from data usage vs the right to data
protection of citizens’ health data.

Communication via mobile phone as an effective tool
of public health: Findings of MAMAmobi program

Elena Dmitrieva

E Dmitrieva1, S Frolov2

1Sociology Department, MGIMO, Moscow, Russia
2Health and Development Foundation, Moscow, Russia
Contact: dmitrieva.ev@gmail.com

Issue:
The level of timely referrals to health specialists among Russian
pregnant women is low, as well as the level of preventive
knowledge and health information that often is derived from
unreliable sources. About 2/3 of Russian women who are
smoking don’t quit smoking during pregnancy and breastfeed-
ing. There is low level of breast feeding among Russian women.
During COVID -19 there is need for reliable information.
Given the geography of the country, there is need for pregnant
woman and mothers with a newborn for modern health service
and relevant information.
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