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[ Abstract] High-altitude regions, characterized by their elevated altitude, are subject to a complex set of
environmental conditions including intense ultraviolet radiation, low oxygen levels, low temperatures, and low humidity.
These distinctive environmental features lead to unique dietary patterns, lifestyles, and physiological adaptations. Notably,
individuals who have just moved into high-altitude areas and those who live there on a long-term basis undergo specific
adaptive adjustments in glucose metabolism. Typically, newcomers experience transient elevations in blood glucose levels,
which gradually decline after prolonged residence at high altitudes to levels even lower than those found at low altitudes.
In general, current findings of observational studies generally suggest a decreased risk of diabetes mellitus among
populations inhabiting high-altitude regions. However, the glucose metabolism varies among populations from different
high-altitude regions across the world, which indicates that the reshaping of glucose metabolism induced by high altitudes
is a complicated phenomenon. This article provides an overview of the impact of various components of high-altitude
environment, characteristic lifestyle factors, and socioeconomic development levels on glucose metabolism and the related
diseases and the potential mechanisms involved. The aim is to offer valuable insights for researchers investigating glucose
metabolism in high-altitude settings.
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W5 R ERTA G, —BORUEERYIN2 ~ 3 dNS il
—aeb P R IR, S5 s IR 2 B 2 R AR T ek 55
AT R I, S AR 8 i v fuf kB2 58 44 11 300 4 o it
SZREAR S ST Y — P v B AT B 43 TR K
WK 0T R, E 2R LA RN 2 B RE R3S 7, ik
ARG HE o R R B n] B A M ) R A, 3K
AEDXH B = JBR I 2%, DT H B g A

Wi 5 25 8 B (] P A, ML 7 >0 Ml e D, 2 T XS
AR S A TE AL . S5 /R 2R 58 T 8% 1Y 44
WL, 25 IR MBS AE 1 5 ML 195,56 mmol/L TR %
3.06 mmol/L, 385K TF2.22 mmol/L. B ZE/KF1E24h
T, 7E LR IR IE Y, S e S mT L) ot ok A 4 B
HIEPRARAS . RIER S R ER T 3 ~ 8J8 5 H A I il
Wl 58 AR, D) — P REERT R Bk B )N 4 (R
BCAF N Y- T8 DN A5: 25 15 1% 4 5.26 mmol/L, 7E P4
MR ER 120 J5 25 I IUBE T R 2£4.79 mmol/L",

IXUERF Y R, KRR TR T R ] e S IR R
Y ILBE T R, X A 2 AMULT- it ST 7% BRI I 5P
FHIZ, e S AHEAE RS BRI T RS T RS, SR
o SR A 2 WA QO 0 S S — A AR

2 KEBREESENANBRE MRS RE
PRi% B im &

ARG IA T, 55 AR X A F B R3]
Ja A A o D ) N BT Y 25 M L, 3k 4 9 e 7 f

BN ZEIA B AL e, O BT SR B0,
A 2B A AL AEFR 3 000 m AL A IAR B PEA 4ot
182 B AR A 0 809351 /9 4.5 mmol/LF14.0 mmol/L, ik
R E R 55.0 mmol/LA14.8 mmol/L™ ., tthAh, &5
TR AT 4 B W iR 7K

WESA 2 S AT AR 1 2 T I S A e e i 7K
e, SR OB RS 1 R SR BRI 7 5 B W PR A e
R (PR 2 R ) Z [ B T AH G R E A AE AR AR R
R TUESE, WL, 56 E MBS & IS IR 5 KA
b, AR TG R 500 ~ 3 500 mZ ] 1Y JiE B HEURE PR 1R JXL
R BEAIR 12%, X 22 MR A% R 2 (R FEAEIE . M), IR R dE
B, R ARG Sh, ARG Y BT IR E ST
BT O TR A ) B E IR, 3 — ORIRATE AR
RS, FHILZ R, JEETES00 ~ 1499 mZ 8] Y A BE 5L
WAREZ AT B35 22 5, iX 3R 1 500 ms 2 —A 8
BERY A 5 A R SR X A A S AR R, TR R A
7 78 e S S B PR P R AR Y, 20184F 3K
I s R R Ay — LB DU L BRI CHE . TR
TR (A 435 i 8 0 A R 2 X)) A RO, 45 SR R
DU BRI R I 5 (12.8% ), B R6.5% s — 0% P i,
16 DX RSO AR T 0 A o, AR T3 500 mE RAH
Fb, ZETEAE3 500 ~ 3999 m 2 [H] (1) A AR BRI 119 XU e
I T 65%, A= 7E4000 mPk_E A ABENIFRAG T 89%,

AT (4 R o F 5 2 B, A 06 75 1 D 55 0 DR s
SRR Z M AE T FR o SR F T3 SEBIF 5 Ay o 1T 1 37
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Table 1 Prevalence of diabetes mellitus in different high-altitude regions

Population Altitude/m n Agelyr.

Crude Age-adjusted

Diagnosis criteria Reference

prevalence/% prevalence/%

Sana, Yemen 2300 498 25-65 WHO, 1999 4.6 [13]

Lhasa, China 3658-4200 1289 =18 WHO, 1999, or self-report 2.9 [14]

Changdu, China 3200-4500 1659 =18 WHO, 1999, or self-report 6.2 [15]

Spiti Valley, India 3900 242 =20 FBG=7.0 mmol/L 0.4 [16]
3100 171 =20 FBG=7.0 mmol/L 4.1

Peru =3000 959 =20 FBG=7.0 mmol/L 0.9 [17]
1000-2999 808 =20 FBG=7.0 mmol/L 1.6
<1000 2425 =20 FBG=7.0 mmol/L 2.9

us <1500 NA =20 Self-report 9.1 [18]

=1500 NA =20 Self-report 6.4

Mustang District, Nepal 3570 188 =18 HbAlc= 6.5% 4.6 [19]

Peru Sea-level sites NA =25 FBG=7.0, or self-report 8.2 [20]
High-altitude sites NA =25 FBG=7.0, or self-report 45

FBG: fasting blood glucose; HbAlc: glycosylated hemoglobin.
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Vg TR R AN ) 5 8 4L o SRR i 52 . FRAT TR AR
TEIREE | ARG S WA A E 2 4 0 R R I A B SR A6 R TR
b DR AT 14 AR K T A SR PR s R R B

3 BEXMEZFAHS TR0

3.1 SREME
3.1.1 REKE

ERIAEE T, gk T, 28 AP AU FRREAIR, B
FEHLARTE AR E AT A, LAl AR 2 78 43
HIEA, FBUM R 5T TR, 15 R R il 42 i A
RREAR, 3 PR AR, 0 2t IR AU o 7 o SRR AR AR T 1
A R RER & J th — ZR A58 AR E IR A X o Horp
K515 5K F (hypoxia inducible factor, HIF ) JEHL{A N Xt
AR SRR PR T, 15 40 X I R A5 1 000338 7 P 2
R, HIFfLFEHIE-1, HIF-2FHIE-3, ¥4 —A- A M8Us
OV FEFIAR ] A9 BV FE L A o el BA( ™A% 32 B SR
RO, FE R RSB DL T, ol S0 1 22 1 HA 5 ~
10 min. FEGREHT, oV IEAR P3RS0 76 40 T N R,
I 5B HTE B 2R, S5 SR 2 G 43k o7 119 FE R 5 o
H X HIF-1FIHIF-2 0 BT 8 22, 4% B I 1A [m) Ay 6
o HATE ZB100FHIE T Ji7 A4 DN, 64536 2 B4 C
L A A UL B A A AR A\ L A A
HIRBIRMIIL . LRSS T, WA £ K 2B 18 M ek %,
HIFA 5 (0 40 3 0 1 S o 1 v R AR -
3.1 SRS MR A S R O in

TR 7K PR A T, A3 A 200 MR T 0L 53T J2
T B B B M 2 1K (glucose transporter, GLUT) /-5
HEALIALN, GLUTH & B i AR s i is . A
P GLUT A 145, HHETHF S BB £ M ZGLUTL,
GLUT2. GLUT3HIGLUT4, fibfi ] B¢ o] AR AS[R] 4141
12 AR GLUT1 3 67 57 31 4 Wi 1E A ZL 40 B 0 125

I i, GLUT2 R ZEAE AT« WAL, /NI 5 PO R4 L v % 4
YEM, GLUT3 11 3¢ Jy i 42 R G S 4 1%, GLUT4N 2L
PR CHE B LRI I R 197 20 2L = B A A Wi i B e,
W9 LB GLUT 1 MIGLUT37EMF.3h 4 v (19 255 72 th HIF-
1S4, HE 4 I GLUT1MIGLUT3 B 3234 A FE 3 45
BEIHEI

GLUTAZR I XTBE 5 38 | WL IS4 RV Sl 55 b fl
e UK Y PR S T RE T, E A B A AR A IR B 2K
Uy R E AR AT, RSN T e B, AR A 1 i
I LA A P () GLUT 4% (S K A AT A i e 32 RN
TEAR A L4 M B P B GLUT 4 He 3 48 5 30%, B4 AT
filE A R 5 AR R WU GLU T4 2R 11 & i,
DT 656 AR 3 2 A0 0T v KL 79 S 2> 5 UE I HIE- 1
JEGLUTAA 5 1B 8 L 4H it 77 2 18 JBC I e e R 281
AR AR T IRE R BRI £ F1 U (AMP-activated protein
kinase, AMPK )i %, J5 &t 0] f€ EGLUT4 57 2 20 g i
bR A Y 5 R s
3.1.1.2 (R TC SAURH TR A i A b o

o JLHE X (I R AR B s T AR R . e
USRI 0T, 240 B 5 A 1] 1l P A 2 A A A
JEH), 25 W 0 A SRR I3 B A7 B, I S0 I i A 3
S8R, U0 X6 i 5 i 7 T P AR SRR R FH 2 ST Ak
S, 0 R 5 AT DR S BRI SR R A AL R
o XHAPHIF- VRS EEWIER, HIF-18 #E ]
DA AL ERVF Z BRI 1 238, R 8O0 UM R s A2
HEGRY . HIF- 1755 79 0 1 50 S0t Jc ity 1 10 5 5, 0/ 1R
IHIHE A = RIRIGER, DI04 N i AL B R
A, HIF- 1R 75 LRI [ 05 LA XHIC S, DA f
T PR SR 7 A, AR A 2 HE R E
3.1.1.3 RSB T TR S AR 0, B A i

i 5 2% WTJ 3 Z A AR 52 N, 3 ol A T AL
39 B4 (phosphatidyl inositol 3 kinase, PI3K)/ZE 1 Ji{ i
B(protein kinase B, AKT) {5 518 g S U RE S
WIS AR A e RSA PR IS HIF-2, i 5 B
42175 3 i 5 28 32 IR I 2 R G R P I Jok 2 2245 15 =,
P AR S, 75 TR A R 0 24 8, A AR A1 o
BES, BEAbh, FEAREESRAE T, FFIE  AMPIGHE B0, 385
BRER AL A T s S G U, v/ WS B G i, HIF-
1AL P 2o 75 S D o - 1 5 1 R I Al 130 10 B
AP R I A B, 30 A RN LA 2H 2 ol T A

M2, TEARSAIEE T A R TE ARk, I
SIS T HIEE i, HA S A 4IAE By 25 T RE G
W AR Y . HAAROR UL, HIF- LB 52 I GLUTHI
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Y T2 e Tl DT I8 32F 6 2685 W 5 o RO TR A, HLIF - 20 1
PI3K/AKT{r 538 B M i b 5528 o 30 A Ho Al ik 4% 4o
AMPKiE %S 5, JL[R] S 8RS IR RS N A9 mobE
% . HIFE B A1 AMPIGHE B A b 197 F -t k2
WEDRIG AL TR A YT ik, an — H UGG AMPKGH
BRI R R TR P 2 —7,
3.1.2 RIRKE

FEV I 15 I PR T v R T 3k G ) I SRR . A R
IR = B ARG, MR AT 1 000 miEE T R#EZY6.5 °C.,
PRI A [ — 5 B, o D, DX o LI TR PR M X T o AFF
TR IMIEVY 5 2RI IR B VIR G . A28 R, PR
JERTHREL C, AR T WM RS &9 538 110.031 4%,
FLHL AT R 55 2V 22 B 44 IO A €0 B T A UG Ve
RPN B sR W], R ER AR AR R BT b T LA i e b
G| K BMEE S AE , I 5 T O A ) BRUBE 5 22 Ak
PRV A W £, 3 — S R A G i 1 A 2L AR 268
SRS 77 A ) — B R AR A1, oM i o $ s R i
TFARIEIASE T (970N B €88 7 20 40 b 3 08T, O Ikt
X AR I, T AR BT 9 I TEYS 2 5 i L
e PR €0 IR P A R0 1 5 A AT AR R A 1 £ AR oK
SERIE, BN S 2 PR £ R T IR TR
(14 ~ 15 °C) 10 dJiF, HP JBR &% R BUBPERG In 1 2943%'™,
WFFE B, AR R 1%, FEOWE RIS 1Y) ] R4 3
12%", DL EAOTESE R, o5 TR b DX AT (M Do S
RA] e IR A PR A K
3.1.3 REIA

K PHZEAME F 245 K FHGIE T K 7100 ~ 400 nm
JEIBI A FL R . B IR b TET (9 25 SR (ultraviolet, UV) %
HUVARIDEUVBALR, P UVARIT95%, @R KS
i HE, 3 RIS SN A S/ T YT R0t D R
8 TSRS AN R o 1 BE 1 55 MR R R 2 R AU
FEIVEI, (B 20 A R 88 55 5 S R AE — EAL A
(nitric oxide, NO) f4k4: Z D, XA B T 1B 45 Fhig
PESRIR SRR, A 9T & IR 5 AR 1 5
i) o 7 Ji B2 Ve b, BROYGAR 68 5 2 IR DR s 32 2 [B) A
T B AR ARG . — R RRLRAR T T iX— W
S, T 9 BH ' 2 R AE R AR 2 R PR 2 93 RS Jy T 1 s A
b FER K, BRI AR M S T FAEA R D, —
T e B R R/ N BREA T R vh, K3 8 T 504 kT
WAV 2 L I R B2 22 KOF, B o e W T, D i
FHPL, IR AR T, X SR Y SR AL A R e A
ZDAFI, TR M T UVATE S0 K BB NO®
NO AT LA 98 2 28 uae i MO, I BLRT ARG s s

R R AT, 98 R AR L THAE™

e bR AR I SRAMR A 5 Ak E R D
R 53T A B0 22 BH g AR b X 5 4k 2 D = 2 [l 56
AL 5 TOUI AR B2, 76558 I 4 2 1 R A 0 5 v &
I, AR BT 100 m, 4EA4E R DA R KU 4%, 1
I, 3K e VAR M DX FEVS | RS MR A T B AT
SR DRI 0 AR, RRTEZE N IR ] s 22, AT 1
FROGHRGS A4 2k ZD YA ™. B2 IRNORY ™ 2E %2 iy
UVAIFES, HOREZ 2 ARG . AT LA, & 5w iy
UV AR S5 B AR A 0E R U 3 A 0C, HALHI T 6B 5175
FAERINOG K. AR EEE— 2D BT K ) B A 1)
HOBILT], JF0 5 S AN AR S ) B AE 57 e LR B I 1]

314 TRIFHE

WEDRIG 0 R SRR R A O, = 5 R E 2
W NER . 2 TS Q] Re (R & I AR 4 B8
PEIAE, 3K A 2 BRI R LB (R DG BILIR ™, I 28R T
1R K23 R0 G ) 55 2 R BRI & Ut 25 34 fin AR
Ko — TG A 10T AT BE 1 BA S B 22 e P 45 R s
PM2.5, PM10HINO, kB BEHE /1110 mg/m"™, 2704k FR 11
IR US4 B .39 L 1.34 M1 145, FRFE A9 — 5 BA
GIBESE s, PM2.5, Bk, BASA. AR AP+
UL 5 R PRAR S E ARG, JF HAE65% DL E R ARE AR
MR 1 22 JEh X 5 TP RNV AR DG A T e A
A, SORE )R R BE A YRR I e TR R ARLSF- AT LA
TAAY e ol DX ) P A s ARk 5 2 RO R R R
BALA XK.

SRS Z AW 2 1o AR AT R IX 3 N s SIS G Y
[, 3 P2 RT5 e SR 2R i & A TR A ) B e
(NP2 . Apt ., VEPpskit ) 5 R Y, i A AR
AT R EBUIE 7E 15 5, DX AR AR MR IX SR g v AR i DL,
NFEIRAG VG TR AL TG R o Wi &b, o Jt X T A
iy [ A 2R A 2 R ) 3 Ay R, A1 0kt i it bt DX G 2 R
T X A2 3 38 PN 28 AT e A 50 e B Sk 7R e TR
PR DA R 8 e AL XA R R R R
I B o DX T T AR A (R, sk i 55 AR ORI
32 EHFEANX
321 REIW

e i DOMURR PR A2 TR R R Sk, X
SEPRE S Y 25 SR A e L B B Ko BE 2 i
AT, FEARKEME PR, JERZ K, R
I, B R RN AT "B A7, BE & MYk
R0 ARFIIRIDIR | R et 4t iR E BT R
FERRE, BRI A R AR W P R A AR, Bl
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=RAK -5 B8 A RO A AR A 2 B IEAR G, AL
JiH [# i (total cholesterol, TC) AL B fg 8 (A [E i (low
density lipoprotein cholesterol, LDL-C) /K- 5 g i fitfig
A3 HEENE SR I D) —THUEE X T VA e AR DX Y
G, DU B A B, MR 740 A s e AR o, i

5% AR TCIMAE . #5LDL-CIRAE N 32, Wi LABR K AL &
Yk Sy DU J B A i H I R iR A S T
RO IRHDL-CIHliL e 1 & A= R ARAE . X dir, &
Jir e B 5 i AR R AR A LUAR AT e O A Qi
TEOLE IR G T e SRR BB IR 45 A P e S
Ji b XA BT 22 57, A it — 20 5R .
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A 28 P B AR PRI R T M A S AR
7, FEBAR TR A o SN A Al Q3 A BT 4
D, IR KIS AR Z [BIAAAE 2 571, {H 3K BEAHE 57 BT 44
VNGSE RS E U & ST R N N PO N R e

1o 25 R Sy SR IR () A R 1SR 2 AR i B
THAE, (BREE 2T AR, AR5y AR 16 7 N E kAR T #
AR, ARZ v AR R B A 1 7 3K, AR
AT, BiAG BEFC AT T % B MDA T IO A, X
SR AT A o S R T P ANE S, FEVS 2 R ER
SRR T R P AMA TS B BESE RARTEA TR, AT
e B vy 5 R 1) B R Sl A s, AR Y 9
A, VUG E IR XS R A E B RN 11.5%, 4
HRARAKF
33 HLBFEER

T HBBREREE | A AR BT PR 2R A R, o it XA
TR AR, TR A BRI ST A B, v S
DX B IR % e 1R M, B2 5 R R BV AR T
TR H R IR T S B AR T RS, R
IR FE20234F { R At KRG AR BN, 60T
T L e L P R A PG R 4 X R A 7 SVE (gross
domestic product, GDP) b T4 [El f5 J5 — 7k FA, GDP .Gl &
DTFUTACTE ., VUGS A 9 AN IGDPHES 435k 42
E31 T 12244 F12444 o SRS T Z 00 0 J220234F 74
5 H 1A X GDPIE PRI 49.5%, &2 fe i i A 0y, T
1348 GDPHE - it 4[5 - 24 7K F-

FE USRS 2R IR B VA OC . 7T [ 4
N, GRS 1 55 PR RN 2o V14 5 08 R R8O
S S TEAE G TR R M 5T A I, ()R 2 J AT 7 vy Mt
3 DX (452 800 m) , I Je RS AR R XU i A o
B (9.2% vs. 2.9%) , X 7R W FIRAT (kLS 2 P 22 BEE
Horpa] e R 45 ERAEHITY . A OBIFSE ke IS AR
NREAH L, o U R w8 AR B AN 2 R /K7 B AR,
o JU i B AR TR AR, HOME B 12 7 5 10 T 5 2
WUIAHIE ™,

PR BT A 2 28 T A5 A T AR G ik e v D XU
R BRAE RO B . (E S —Ir R L, milsA
REARAF A HERE R B TR IR 55, C AR 2 W ARy F Y
Pl ml BeR D Ee s, AT BUR B 73 IO 2 B4R
TRABEBRATIZ WA . FE Y — T A R, shIRAL e | fg
FRAS B RNZE 55 2 AH B R AR BN Y, T R A itk
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INEERE
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Lifestyle factors
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