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A B S T R A C T   

In the present scenario of research, the recycling of inexpensive widely available agricultural 
waste/biowaste to activate carbon (AC) and procurement of value-added product has significant 
impact on energy storage systems, particularly in Electrochemical double layer capacitors 
(EDLCs). Herein, we report the production of KOH activated carbons from different biomass 
sources such as Musa Acuminata stem (MAC), Pongamia pinnata seed oil extract cake (PPC), 
Cajanus Cajan stem (CCC) and Asclepias syriaca floss (ASC) for the said purpose. Initially, the 
biomass materials were pyrolyzed at 550 ◦C and then activated with KOH at 800 ◦C. All the 
carbon materials were characterized for their physico-chemical properties by various analytical 
techniques and compared. Further, these materials were studied for their electrochemical per-
formance using suitable electro-analytical techniques in 1 M KOH solution. ACs (Activated car-
bons) derived from MAC, PPC, CCC & ASC were estimated in three electrode system and were 
found to exhibit a specific capacitance (Cs) of 358, 343, 355 & 540 F/g at a scan rate of 2 mV/s 
and 102, 188, 253 & 256 F/g at a current density of 2.5 A/g respectively. The main novel 
objective of this work is to correlate the morphological and surface properties of these ACs ob-
tained from different biomass sources with electrochemical performance. A symmetric coin cell 
constructed with ASC material exhibited Cs of 67 F/g at a current density of 2.5 A/g with 
maximum energy & power densities (ED & PD) of 37.2 W h/kg and 19.9 kW/kg respectively. 
Further the cell showed 25,000 cycles stability with 86% Cs retention and 100% coulombic 
efficiency.   
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1. Introduction 

Recycling of low-cost and widely available biomass to value added materials as well as products is a promising field of research. 
Activated carbons derived from such biomass finds vital applications in the field of fuel cells, batteries and more prominently 
supercapacitor electrode materials as Electrochemical double layer capacitors (EDLCs). This is predominantly owing to distinctive 
properties like specific surface area, pore volume, good conductivity, chemical resistance, and desirable pore size exhibited by ACs 
derived from biomass sources [1–3]. Hence the development of “Green” carbon for various hybrid supercapacitors (associated with 
Sodium, Potassium, Lithium & Zinc ions) are widely used in “Green” energy equipment’s is an encouraging area of electrochemical 
research [4]. There are mainly four kinds of energy storage and conversion devices which are commonly used for commercial ap-
plications. These are capacitors, supercapacitors, batteries and fuel cells [5]. Supercapacitors/Ultracapacitors are new energy storage 
devices that are intermediate between batteries and capacitors according to their energy density (ED) and power density (PD) 
generated by these energy storage systems [5–7]. 

The dominance of supercapacitors on batteries and fuel cells are due to high specific power (100–104 W/kg), longer cycles stability 
(nearly 5 × 105) with good specific capacitance (Cs) retention, low internal resistance, wide operating temperature range between 
− 40 ◦C to 70 ◦C and low maintenance. Further heavy metals and other hazardous chemicals are not used as electrode materials in 
supercapacitors, thus protecting environment and forms “Green” energy storage system. Hence, the development of electrode mate-
rials for supercapacitors is a favorable research area compared to other energy storage devices. The charge storage in supercapacitor is 
due to gathering of charges via adsorption/desorption as in EDLCs or reversible redox reaction as in Pseudocapacitors (PCs), and 
combination of these would lead to hybrid supercapacitors [8–10]. In Pseudocapacitors (examples metal oxide/s & conducting 
polymers), a fast reversible redox reaction generates and store electrical charges [11–19]. Even though, the estimated Cs values in PCs 
are higher than EDLC’s, there are also some disadvantages in PCs. The main disadvantages of pseudocapacitors includes i) poor 
electrical conduction ii) poor cyclability iii) narrow operating potential window [14]. In EDLC’s (examples activated carbon, carbon 
black, carbon nanotubes, carbon aerogels, graphene oxide, and reduced graphene oxide) charge storage is by adsorption/desorption at 
the interface between electrode surface and electrolyte [20–22]. Among various EDLC’s carbon materials derived biomass are sig-
nificant as they are inexpensive, easily & abundantly available with good chemical stability & environmental adaptability. Biomasses 
such as plants, animals, microorganisms & metabolites are rich in organic matter and are good precursor for obtaining porous activated 
carbon [23–27]. 

Currently there are mainly three activation procedures that are followed such as physical, chemical and physico-chemical; however 
there are some pros and cons of these individual process. The main drawback of physical activation is that the process needs high 
temperature and no control over the porosity of activated carbon. The benefits of chemical activation include low temperature & short 
duration process, high carbon content, controlled porosity and leads to high surface area carbon material [28]. There are various 
porogens used in chemical activation such as alkaline, acidic and neutral. However as mentioned in our previous work, KOH is 

Scheme 1. Synthesis of Activated carbons from various biomass sources.  
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universal porogen used as chemical activation and has several aids. Chemical activation using KOH suppresses tar generation, low 
temperature activation, non-carbon constituents are removed, and formation of desired high surface area carbon. KOH interacts with 
carbon undergoes some reactions and finally becomes activated carbon which finds several applications in various fields [29–31]. 

In chemical activation high surface area and desired porosity can be obtained by varying the temperature, duration of the process, 
impregnation ratio of carbon, flow rate of inert gas and nature of porogen. Based on these synthesis parameters, conversion of biomass 
into activated carbon was studied earlier in detail [32–34]. In this research article, we have made comparison of electrochemical 
properties of KOH activated carbons derived from four different biomasses such as Musa Acuminata stem (MAC), Pongamia pinnata 
(PPC) seed oil extract, Cajanus cajan (CCC) stems and Asclepias syriaca (ASC) floss (Scheme 1). Here the influence of morphological 
properties and their surface properties on electrochemical performance of EDLCs are studied. The schematic representation of the 
research work carried out in this article is as follows. 

2. Materials and methods 

2.1. Materials 

Four different biomasses such as Musa Acuminata stem (MAC), Pongamia pinnata seed oil extract (PPC), Cajanus cajan (CCC) stems 
and Asclepias syriaca (ASC) floss were collected in and around our campus, Bangalore. The chemicals used in this research work were 
Potassium hydroxide (KOH), Hydrochloric acid (HCl), Polyvinyl di-fluoride (PVDF), Iso-propyl alcohol (IPA) and N-Methylpyrrolidone 
(NMP) of analytical grade were procured from commercial sources. 

2.2. Preparation of activated carbon from various biomasses 

Initially four different biomasses were washed with plenty of water to remove earthy materials and were dried in a hot air oven for 
overnight at 110 ◦C. In our earlier work, we have optimized the carbonization conditions and chemical activation using KOH and the 
same was followed [32]. In a typical synthesis procedure, the dried samples were carbonized separately at 550 ◦C for 2 h in N2 at-
mosphere with flow rate of 100 mL/min at a heating rate of 10 

◦

C/min in a horizontal furnace. About 60–70% yields of black solid 
carbon material were obtained in each carbonization process. The carbon materials were individually activated with KOH by mixing 
calculated amounts of carbon from respective biomass and KOH pellets in the ratio 1:3 in a ceramic crucible with small quantities of 
water and left overnight in hot air oven at 110 ◦C. The resulting substances were activated at 800 ◦C for 2 h under N2 atmosphere (100 
mL/min) in a horizontal furnace during separate chemical activation process. In our earlier studies, we have proved that chemical 
activation of carbon derived from biomass materials at 800 ◦C proved better interaction of KOH (Vaporizes at 762 ◦C) with carbon 
material by improving the surface properties [30,33,34]. These four activated carbon materials were cooled to room temperature and 
separately washed with 3 M HCl to reduce excess and physically adsorbed KOH. Finally, activated carbon materials were washed with 
sufficient amount of water to reach neutral pH of the filtrate and the residues were individually dried at 110 ◦C overnight in a hot air 
oven. 

2.3. Characterization of carbon materials 

All the four carbon materials derived from different biomass were characterized by suitable analytical techniques such as Powder X- 
ray diffraction (P-XRD), Raman spectroscopy, Brunner Emmett Teller (BET) surface area, Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM) and 
Energy Dispersive Spectroscopy (EDS) to evaluate their physico-chemical properties. P-XRD patterns were obtained on Bruker X-ray 
diffractometer with Cu Kα radiation (λ = 0.154 nm) in a 2θ range of 10◦ to 80◦ at 40 kV and 2◦ min− 1 scanning rate. Raman spectra of 
carbon materials were recorded on EN Wave optronics ez Raman pro using green laser beam (532 nm). BET surface areas of the carbon 
materials were determined under N2 adsorption-desorption and the data was acquired using BELSORP Max instrument at liquid N2 
temperature. Before the N2 adsorption-desorption measurements, all the carbon samples were degassed under vacuum for 16 h at 
200 ◦C. SEM images and EDS for elemental composition of all the carbon materials were acquired on Hitachi SU 3500. 

2.4. Electrochemical studies in a three-electrode system 

The electrochemical characterization of MAC, PPC, CCC and ASC-carbon materials were initially performed in a three-electrode 
system comprising of platinum wire (counter electrode), saturated calomel electrode (SCE) (reference electrode) and the working 
electrode in 1 M KOH electrolyte using CHI 660 E electrochemical workstation. The working electrode was fabricated by mixing active 
carbon material (85%), Ketjen black (10%-EC 600JD) binder (5%-PVDF) and made into slurry using a few drops of NMP solvent. The 
thick slurry thus obtained was coated on a 1 cm2 Toray carbon paper & vacuum dried at 80 ◦C for 12 h and electrochemical studies 
were scrutinized using electrochemical workstation CHI660E. The three crucial electrochemical techniques, i) cyclic voltammetry 
(CV) were carried out at various scan rates, ii) chronopotentiometry (CP) at different current densities and iii) Electrochemical 
Impedance spectroscopy (EIS) to evaluate their non-faradaic behaviour as well as cycle stability. EIS studies were accomplished at an 
open circuit potential (OCP) by applying a sinusoidal alternating voltage frequency in the range of 10− 2 to 105 Hz at amplitude of 5 mV 
[11]. The electrochemical performance with respect to Cs, ED, PD and coulombic efficiency of all activated carbons were calculated 
using standard equations by CV, CP and EIS studies [32]. 
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2.5. Fabrication of symmetric supercapacitor device- (coin cell-CR2032) 

The supercapacitance performance of KOH activated carbons derived from four different biomasses were initially checked by 
routine CV, CP and EIS analysis in three-electrode system and the results are further discussed in the text. Interestingly, ASC material 
exhibited high supercapacitance performance in 1 M KOH solution in all the three techniques (section 3.2). Henceforward, ASC 
material was selected to design a traditional symmetric Swagelok-type coin cell (CR-2032) in 1 M KOH solution. To fabricate this cell, 
graphite felt was utilised as current collector and initially cleaned with ethanol solution using ultrasonicator for 1 h with 200 W power 
& 42 KHz frequency and then dried in a hot air oven at 80 ◦C for 4 h. 2.5 mg of ASC carbon slurry (preparation as described in section 
2.4) was coated on each of the two circular shaped (diameter-12 mm) graphite felt electrodes and dried for 12 h at room temperature. 
Whatman-41 filter paper (separator) was soaked with few drops of 1 M KOH and sandwiched between the two electrodes using a 
mechanical crimping machine by imposing a pressure of one ton while designing the coin cell (JES). The supercapacitance perfor-
mance of this cell was further examined by CV, CP, EIS and cycle stability using CHI 660 E electrochemical workstation. The EDLC 
parameters such as, Cs, ED, PD, coulombic efficiency and capacitance retention of the coin cell were estimated as mentioned in our 
earlier work [10]. 

3. Results and discussion 

3.1. P-XRD, Raman, BET and SEM analysis 

All the activated carbon materials derived from four different biomasses were analyzed by powder X-ray diffraction technique. The 
diffraction patterns obtained for activated carbons are provided in Fig. 1a. It was noticed that all the activated carbon materials did not 
exhibit same kind of crystallinity. Amongst all the activated carbons derived from various biomasses, PPC was more crystalline and 
MAC was more amorphous. In carbon samples (PPC, CCC & ASC), two main broad diffraction patterns were observed around 2θ 
between 20◦ to 35◦ and 43◦ corresponds to (002) and (100) planes representing amorphous graphitic plane with different intensities 
and shift in peak positions [32,35,36]. Interestingly PPC exhibits higher degree of crystallization and a broad graphitic peak in the 
range 20◦ to 30◦ as well as sharp peaks in the same range. However in MAC, such significant diffraction peak was not observed but the 
material seems to be more amorphous. It is noteworthy to mention here that, a common and an efficient porogen KOH with same 
chemical activation conditions was used in the synthesis of these activated carbons, during activation process interaction of KOH with 

Fig. 1. (a) P-XRD patterns (b) Raman spectra (c) N2 adsorption and desorption isotherms and (d) Micropore plot of all carbon materials.  
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carbons derived from different biomasses were entirely different. The difference in X-ray diffraction patterns of carbon materials may 
be attributed to the different percentage of constituents of biomass such as 67.97%, 20–40%, 35–40% and 51.73% of hemicellulose, 
18.9%, 30–50%, 40–45% and 51.73% of cellulose, 5.4%, 15–25%, 15% and 21.7% of lignin in Musa acuminata (MAC), Cajanus cajan 
(CCC), Asclepias syriaca floss (ASC) and Pongamia pinnata (PPC) respectively. During carbonization and chemical activation (using 
KOH), the hydrophilic & hydrophobic interaction of these macromolecules at high temperature changes which leads to the formation 
carbon skeletal structure with variations in its structural, morphological and surface properties [37]. 

The Raman spectroscopy was demonstrated to figure out structural properties of all four activated carbon materials derived from 
four different biomasses Fig. 1b. The Raman spectra of the activated carbon materials displayed D and G characteristic bands. The D 
band at ~1350 cm− 1 ascribed to sp3 carbons, while G band at ~1550 cm− 1 is due to in-plane vibration of sp2 carbon atoms [38]. From 
Raman spectral analysis of four different carbon materials indicated higher degree of defects formed (ID/IG ratio) as in the case of ASC 
(0.94) and CCC (0.99), than MAC (0.67) and PPC (0.79). The specific capacitance values of ASC and CCC were higher than MAC and 
PPC as discussed further in the text. This may be attributed to the number of defects formed would also influence microporous structure 
with almost similar pore volume and pore diameter. As observed in our previous study the presence of micropores provides high 
surface area for electrolyte ion adsorption and the presence of mesopores would lower resistance for movement of electrolyte ions. 
Hence, the presence of appropriate quantities of micro and mesoporous structure is required to establish higher specific capacitance 
value. 

N2 adsorption desorption analysis was performed to measure the porosity of synthesized activated carbon materials and the cor-
responding isotherms are provided in Fig. 1c. It can be observed from Fig. 1c, all the carbon materials exhibits type I isotherm ac-
cording to IUPAC classification which indicates primarily microporous nature with indistinct hysteresis loop [38]. The surface area, 
total pore volume, mean pore diameter, micropore (MP plot & t-plot) and mesopore (Dollimore & Heal-DH plot, Carnston & Inkley-CI 
plot) diameter maxima, ID/IG ratio and specific capacitance values of all carbon materials are provided Table 1 (Fig. 1d). The large 
variation in the surface area values of KOH activated carbons are observed from Table 1 column 2. MAC exhibited highest surface area 
of 3351 m2/g and lowest by PPC as 1260 m2/g among the activated carbon samples. The material PPC possesses low pore volume and 
intermediate pore diameter with micro and meso pores. The same material also exhibited intermediate ID/IG ratio value compared to 
other carbon materials. Hence appropriate pore volume, pore diameter and the defects formed during chemical activation would 
definitely influence the electrochemical performance of these carbon materials. Here, it is also noteworthy to mention that, the in-
teractions of KOH with carbon derived from various biomasses are correlated to its basic polymeric structure. Similarly, the other 
surface properties such as pore volume and pore diameters of activated carbon materials particularly fluctuates. In ASC the estimated 
values of BET surface area, total pore volume, mean pore diameter were moderate consisting of micropores and mesopores maxima 
around 0.6 and 10 nm respectively. The presence of such micropores would lead to high surface area for electrolyte ion and mesopores 
helps in offering low resistance for the movement of electrolyte ions [33]. Thus ASC has appropriate surface properties consisting of 
both micropores and mesopores on comparison with other activated carbons derived from biomass materials. Hence it’s presumed 
that, the presence of such micro and mesopores in the activated carbon would definitely improve the EDLCs properties. It is critical to 
have an appropriate micro and mesoporous assembly for Helmoltz adsorption and desorption of the charges at the interface between 
the electrode surface and the electrolyte. This kind of observation was made in both ASC & PPC and further such mesoporous structure 
was not found in MAC and CCC samples. The evidence for slightly higher EDLC properties of ASC & PPC than MAC & CCC carbon 
materials are validated and described further in the text. 

The SEM images of all the activated carbons are provided in Fig. 2(a–d). The morphology of MAC in Fig. 2a, appears to be 
agglomerated and distorted two dimensional opened tubes where as in PPC (Fig. 2b), different sized cavities are found only on the 
surface of carbon material. A clear morphology of the individual cavity of PPC with both micro and mesoporous structure has been 
provided as inset in Fig. 2b. CCC sample showed a three dimensional tunnel like porous structure with micropores after KOH activation 
process. The morphology of ASC appears to be opened tube like structure but unlike MAC, it is not in agglomerated state. Further tiny 
particles along with distorted tubes were also found contributing to micro and mesoporous nature. It is noteworthy that, all activated 
carbon materials attributes different morphology even though KOH is the common activation agent and synthesis conditions are same. 
This was presumed due to inherent surface properties of non-activated carbons possessing various macro/polymeric molecules. EDS 
spectrum of all the activated carbon materials indicated the presence of major components as carbon, oxygen and hydrogen along with 
inorganic trace elements. The presence of inorganic trace elements due to biomaterial itself may interact with carbon & oxygen to form 

Table 1 
Surface area, total pore volume, mean pore diameter, micropore and mesopore diameter maxima, ID/IG ratio and specific capacitance values of all 
carbon materials.  

Sample 
name 

Surface Area (m2/ 
g) 

Total pore Volume (cm3/ 
g) 

Mean pore Diameter 
(nm) 

Micropore 
diameter (nm) 
maxima 

Mesopore 
diameter (nm) 
maxima 

ID/IG 

ratio 
Cs (F/ 
g) 

BET plot BET plot BET Plot MP 
plot 

t- 
plot 

DH 
plot 

CI 
plot 

MAC 3351 1.99 2.37 1.10 1.37 – – 0.67 358 
PPC 1260 0.588 1.86 0.6 0.71 5 5 0.79 371 
CCC 1583 0.71 1.79 0.8 0.74 – – 0.99 343 
ASC 1403 0.631 1.79 0.6 0.68 10 10 0.94 540  
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oxides & silicates [35]. 

3.2. Electrochemical studies of carbon materials in three electrode system 

All the carbon materials were examined by CV, CP and EIS studies in three electrode configuration using 1 M KOH solution. 
Primarily, the electrodes were subjected to stabilization process for 30 cycles at a scan rate of 25 mV/s. Later on the electrodes were 
scanned at various scan rates from 2 to 500 mV/s at a fixed potential window. The operating potential windows in CV technique for 
individual ACs derived from four different biomass sources were found to be in the range MAC (− 1.6 to 0.4 V), PPC (− 1.6 to 0.2 V), 
CCC (− 1.4 to 0.2 V) and ASC (− 1.6 to 0.4 V). Fig. 3a depicts cyclic voltammogram patterns of the electrodes made by activated carbon 
from different biomasses at a scan rate of 10 mV/s and displayed rectangular shapes with negligible redox peaks validates ideal electric 
double layer capacitors behaviour [39,40]. The estimated specific capacitance values obtained for MAC, PPC, CCC & ASC are 358, 371, 
343 & 540 F/g at scan rate of 2 mV/s respectively. Fig. 3b denotes the discrepancy of specific capacitance values as a function of scan 
rates for all the carbon materials. It is observed that, owing to the inadequate diffusion of active ions on the surface of elecrtrode 
materials, the specific capacitance values decreases with increase in scan rates [11,41]. Amongst all the carbon materials, ASC 

Fig. 2. SEM images of (a) MAC, (b) PPC, (c) CCC and (d) ASC carbon materials.  

Fig. 3. (a) CV overlaid patterns at 10 mV/s (b) Specific capacitance against different scan rates from 2 to 500 mV/s for all the carbon materials.  
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exhibited high specific capacitance of 540 F/g & retained 45% Cs at 100 mV/s and 32% Cs at a scan rate of 500 mV/s, this is owing to 
tubular structure of activated carbon consisting of both micropore and mesopores which helps in easy transportation of electrolyte ions 
while charging and discharging process. Further high supercapacitance performance of ASC is also attributed to its high electro-
chemical active surface area. The electrochemical active surface area can be calculated using the below equation (1) [41]. 

SE=
Cdm
Cd

(1)  

where, Cdm is obtained from Nyquist plot at low frequency, Cd is constant value of 20 μFcm− 2. The estimated electrochemical active 
surface area (SE) of the different carbon materials MAC, PPC, CCC, ASC were found to be 355, 285, 395, 480 m2 g-1 [41]. However, the 
supercapacitance performance of carbon materials are not directly influenced by their BET surface area [40]. 

Galvanostatic charge discharge studies of all the carbon materials were carried out using chronopotentiometry technique at various 
current densities ranging from 2.5 to 50 A/g. 

Fig. 4a represents the discharge curves at a current density of 10 A/g for all carbon materials. The potential window was different 
for all the activated carbons, however for ASC it was nearly − 1.4 to 0.4 V (1.8 V). As shown in Fig. 4a symmetrical triangular shape 
confirms capacitive reversibility and ideal electric double layer capacitance characteristics which is in consistent with CV results [42]. 
However, shape distortion can be observed in discharge curves of MAC, PPC, CCC which may be due to series of internal resistance, but 
in the case of ASC it would be less compare to others []. The specific capacitance values were calculated for different current densities 
for all the four carbon materials (Fig. 4b). Furthermore, the specific capacitance of MAC, PPC, CCC and ASC are in the following order 
102, 235, 188 & 310 F/g at a current density of 2.5 A/g. ASC material has high specific capacitance (310 F/g) compare to other carbon 
materials, this is owing to the combined effect of conductivity and pore size distribution [43–45]. Other important parameters like 
energy density, power density, coulombic efficiency and capacitance retention were also calculated by this technique using standard 
equations. 

The capacitive behaviour and resistances offered by activated carbon materials were investigated by another important tool- 
Electrochemical Impedance Spectroscopy (EIS). EIS measurements were carried out at an open circuit potential in the frequency range 
10 mHz–100 kHz. Fig. 5a shows the estimated specific capacitance as a function of log of frequency. The specific capacitance of MAC, 
PPC, CCC & ASC obtained from EIS data at open circuit potential are 71, 57, 79 & 96 F/g respectively. Nyquist plots exhibited nearly 
straight line in lower frequency region for ASC and CCC materials and small semi arc in high frequency region thus signifying ideal 
capacitve behaviour (Fig. 5b). The diameter of the semi arc is directly related to charge transfer resistance which is obtained from 
resistance between electrode and current collector. The smaller diameter concludes that lower internal resistance exhibited by the 
activated carbon materials [44,46]. The solution resistance (Rs) of all carbon materials obtained from Nyquist plot are 2.74, 2.25, 1.96 
& 1.72 Ω for MAC, PPC, CCC & ASC respectively. Further, all the activated carbon materials were subjected to continuous 10 k charge 
discharge cycles at a current density of 15 A/g. These activated carbons from different biomass sources demonstrated a major change in 
cycles stability tests with respect to their capacitance retention, coulombic efficiency and number of charge discharge cycles as in 
Fig. 5c. The carbon materials MAC, PPC, CCC & ASC exhibited 3 k, 10 k, 5 k and 10 k cycles stability respectively with 100% coulombic 
efficiency. Cs retention of these carbon materials are provided at the end of Table 2. Among these carbon materials, ASC exhibited high 
cycle stability with 95% Cs retention and 100% coulombic efficiency at the end of 10 k cycles. Thus, ASC exhibited comparatively 
superior electrochemical performance than other biomass derived activated carbons by above mentioned three electroanaltyical 
techniques. 

3.3. Electrochemical studies of symmetric coin cell (ASC//ASC) 

To ascertain the appropriate operating potential window of the symmetric coin cell using ASC, the cell was subjected to different 
potential windows from 0 to 1.2, 1.4, 1.6, 1.8 and 2 V at a fixed scan rate of 10 mV/s (Fig. 6a). The rectangular shaped CV patterns 
indicated pure EDLC behaviour of symmetric coin cell (ASC//ASC). Notably, larger area was observed for CV pattern of 0–2 V potential 
window. Hence in the same operating potential window, the CV patterns for various scan rates ranging from 2 to 500 mV/s were 

Fig. 4. (a) Discharge curves at 10 A/g (b) Specific capacitance versus different current densities from 2.5 to 50 A/g for all the carbon materials.  
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recorded (Fig. 6b). The coin cell exhibited a specific capacitance of 80 F/g at a scan rate of 2 mV/s, however the cell retained a Cs of 47 
F/g at a scan rate of 100 mV/s with Cs retention of 59%. The decline in the Cs values at high scan rate was due to low adsorption/ 
desorption rates at the interface between electrolyte and electrode surface. Galvonostatic charge-dischage cycles were carried out for 
the cell at various current densities range from 2.5 to 50 A/g in the potential window of 0–2 V. A symmetrical inverted V shaped CP 
curve of the cell implied the EDLC performance as provided in Fig. 6c. The coin cell exhibited Cs of 67 F/g at a current density of 2.5 A/ 
g and also retained Cs of 29 F/g at 50 A/g (nearly 43% Cs retention). EIS studies were made for the coin cell to find out solution 

Fig. 5. (a) Estimated capacitance values against log of frequency from EIS study and (b) Nyquist plots (c) Cycles stability of MAC, PPC, CCC & ASC 
carbon materials. 

Table 2 
The EDLC performance of KOH activated carbons from derived various biomasses and in aqueous KOH electrolyte.  

Biomass material Surface area 
(m2/g) 

Aqueous 
Electrolyte 

Specific capacitance 
(F/g) 

Current density 
(A/g) 

Cs Retention % 
(Cycles) 

Ref. 

Rice husk 2696 6 M KOH 147 0.1 85 (10 k) [36] 
Walnut shell 1016 6 M KOH 169 0.5 94.6 (1 k) [47] 
Chinar fruit fluff 1758 6 M KOH 247 1.0 87.4 (10 k) [48] 
Sakura petals 1433 6 M KOH 265 0.2 90.2 (2 k) [49] 
Wild rice stem 1228 6 M KOH 301 1.0 98 (20 k) [50] 
Laminaria Japonica 1902 6 M KOH 192 0.1 100 (10 k) [51] 
Wheat-straw 1905 6 M KOH 306 1.0 93.9 (10 k) [52] 
Loofah sponge 2718 6 M KOH 309 1.0 81.3 (10 k) [53] 
Withered Rose 1911 6 M KOH 208 0.5 99 (25 k) [54] 
Walnut shells 724 6 M KOH 186 0.5 100 (20 k) [55] 
Litchi shell 1122 6 M KOH 222 0.1 97.3 (5 k) [56] 
Waste coffee grounds 1250 1 M KOH 105 0.5 133 (8 k) [30] 
Musa Acuminata stem (MAC) 3351 1 M KOH 102 2.5 70 (3 k) This 

work 
Pongamia pinnata seed oil extract 

cake (PPC) 
1260 1 M KOH 235 2.5 74 (10 k) This 

work 
Cajanus Cajan stem (CCC) 1583 1 M KOH 188 2.5 93 (5 k) This 

work 
Asclepias syriaca floss (ASC) 1403 1 M KOH 310 2.5 95 (10 k) This 

work  
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resistance (Rs) and charge transfer resistance (Rct) to recognize the viability of the cell. These Rs and Rct values were found to be 1.6 
and 5 Ω. Nyquist plot and a plot of log of frequency Vs specific capacitance (bode plot as inset) are provided in Fig. 6d. Further, the 
Nyquist plot of device was fitted with an equivalent circuit using ZSimpWin 3.21 software and provided as inset in Fig. 6d. The 
estimated ED of the coin cell was found to be 37.2 W h/kg with a corresponding equivalent PD of 1 kW/kg and also retained 16.1 W h/ 
kg at a maximum power density of 19.9 kW/kg (Fig. 6e-inset). The coin cell was subjected to 25,000 cycles stability at a high current 
density of 50 A/g. The cell indicated Cs retention of almost 86% with 100% coulombic efficiency (Fig. 6 (e). 

4. Conclusion 

In summary, the recycling of inexpensive widely available agricultural waste such as Musa Acuminata stem (MAC), Pongamia 
pinnata seed oil extract cake (PPC), Cajanus Cajan stem (CCC) and Asclepias syriaca floss (ASC) was employed to produce activated 
carbon using KOH as activation agent. The physico-chemical properties of all activated carbons were carefully analyzed using different 
analytical techniques and compared. Also, studied their electrochemical performances as EDLCs materials in three electrode system. 
Activated carbons derived from MAC, PPC, CCC and ASC exhibited a specific capacitance of 358, 343, 355 & 540 F/g at a scan rate of 2 

Fig. 6. (a) CV responses of the cell at various operating potential windows, (b) CV responses at different scan rates, (c) charge-discharge curves at 
different current densities, (d) Nyquist plot (Estimated Cs value obtained from EIS data and equivalent circuit as inset) & (e) Capacitance retention 
and coulombic efficiency for 25,000 cycles (Ragone plot for the cell as inset). 
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mV/s and 102, 188, 253 & 256 F/g at a current density of 2.5 A/g. All the carbon materials exhibited 10 k cycles stability with a major 
difference in their cycles stability, coulombic efficiency and capacitance retention indicating the influence of morphological and 
surface properties. This is also attributed to the basic inherited polymeric constituents present in the biomass materials. The fabricated 
ASC//ASC also exhibited ED and PD of 37.2 W h/kg and 19.9 kW/kg with 25,000 cycles stability with reasonable Cs retention of 86% 
and 100% coulombic efficiency. 
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