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Editorial
This joint issue of the Netherlands Journal of Medical
Education (Tijdschrift voor Medisch Onderwijs) and the
German Journal of Medical Education (Zeitschrift für
Medizinische Ausbildung) is unique. Both journals are
directed at readers who are interested in developments
in the area of the education of doctors, dentists, veterin-
arians and other health care professionals. Both journals
primarily present papers and other information dealing
with medical education and research that take place in
the Dutch-speaking country the Netherlands and in
Flanders, the Dutch-speaking region of Belgium or in the
German speaking countries Germany, Switzerland and
Austria. But nowadays medical education is not confined
to national borders. Medical education has become a
European concern, or even a broader issue with interna-
tional impact. Consequently, one might consider the
question whether the language of the Tijdschrift voor
Medisch Onderwijs and the Zeitschrift für Medizinische
Ausbildung should not be changed to English. Clearly, as
both journals have different distinguishing features and
the countries in which they are published also have their
own characteristics, the answers to this question may
differ. But, the wish of both Editorial Boards to look bey-
ond national borders was the basis for an experiment: a
joint issue of the Tijdschrift voor Medisch Onderwijs and
the Zeitschrift für Medizinische Ausbildung in English.
The most relevant example of the European influence on
medical education is the Bologna agreement [1]. In this
document, signed in 1999, Europeanministers of educa-

tion agreed that higher education programmes should
become organized according to the bachelor-master
structure and that the content of programmes should be
based on clearly described competencies. The main goal
of the Bologna agreement is to stimulate international
mobility among students. Naturally, the implementation
of the Bologna agreement does not happen identically in
all European countries [2]. In the countries of the Tijd-
schrift voor Medisch Onderwijs and the Zeitschrift für
Medizinische Ausbildung the bachelor-master structure
has been implemented in the Netherlands, Flanders and
Switzerland, while this change of curriculum design has
not yet been adopted in Germany and Austria. Clearly,
national or even local traditions and concepts in relation
to medical education determine the process of change
and explain the great differences in this process. They
represent different characteristics of nations, national
cultures and professional identities. And, they also may
reflect the delicate balance between steps towards an
integrated Europe and the conservation of national
identity.
When considering publication of a joint issue, the Editor-
ial Boards felt that we should learn from each other.
Those who embraced Bologna may realize that it may be
attractive to include aspects of the ‘old’ programmes in
the ‘new’ programmes. And those who keep away from
Bologna may realize that this concept also offers great
advantages and challenges. In order to compose an at-
tractive content of the joint issue, the Boards identified
subjects of interest for both groups of readers. Next we
invited authors to write a contribution to this special issue.
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All manuscripts were read by a Dutch and a German
speaking reviewer. Their comments and recommenda-
tions were incorporated by the authors in the final ver-
sions of their manuscripts.
We hope that the content of this joint issue of the Tijd-
schrift voor Medisch Onderwijs and the Zeitschrift für
Medizinische Ausbildung will advance the exchange of
experiences between educators, policy makers and other
professionals in the field of education for health care
professionals. Furthermore, we hope that this issue will
help to find an answer to the question about the language
of the two journals. But first and foremost, this first issue
of the 2010 volume should be considered as a reflection
of the great challenges we face in medical education in
the Dutch and German speaking countries as well as in
Europe.

References
1. Europese ruimte voor het hoger oderwijs. Gezamenlijke verklaring

van de ministers van Onderwijs bejeen te Bologna op 19 juni
1999. Den Haag: Ministerie van Onderwijs, Cultuur en
Wetenschap; 1999. Available under: http://www.minocw.nl.

2. PatricioM, den Engelsen C, Tseng D, ten Cate O. Implementation
of the Bologna two-cycle system inmedical education. Where do
we stand? Med Teach. 2008;30(6):597-605.
DOI:10.1080/01421590802203512

Corresponding authors:
Prof. Dr. med. Jan C. C. Borleffs
University Medical Center Groningen, Dean of Education,
A. Deusinglaan 1, 9713 AV Groningen, Netherland, Tel.:
+31 50 3632546, Fax: +31 50 3632883
j.c.c.borleffs@med.umcg.nl
Prof. Dr. med. Eckhart G. Hahn, FACP, MME (Bern)
Private Universität Witten/Herdecke, Dean of the Faculty
ofMedicine, Alfred-Herrhausen-Straße 50, 58448Witten,
Germany, Tel.: +49 2302 926700
eckhart.hahn@uni-wh.de

Please cite as
Borleffs JC, Hahn EG.Medical education in Europe . GMS ZMed Ausbild.
2010;27(2):Doc36.
DOI: 10.3205/zma000673, URN: urn:nbn:de:0183-zma0006734

This article is freely available from
http://www.egms.de/en/journals/zma/2010-27/zma000673.shtml

Received: 2010-01-08
Revised: 2010-01-14
Accepted: 2010-01-21
Published: 2010-04-22

Copyright
©2010 Borleffs et al. This is an Open Access article distributed under
the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/deed.en). You
are free: to Share — to copy, distribute and transmit the work, provided
the original author and source are credited.

2/2GMS Zeitschrift für Medizinische Ausbildung 2010, Vol. 27(2), ISSN 1860-3572

Borleffs et al.: Medical education in Europe

http://www.minocw.nl.

