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Editorial 

Diabetes Research and Clinical Practice and the fight against COVID-19  

A R T I C L E  I N F O        

The COVID-19 pandemic is still affecting the entire world. People 
with diabetes are paying a huge price to this disease [1]. Data show a 
higher incidence of COVID-19 in people with diabetes and a worse 
prognosis [1]. Moreover, preliminary evidence suggests that COVID-19 
may contribute to the appearance of diabetes by itself [2]. 

The scientific community worked hard to fight COVID-19 and Dia-
betes Research and Clinical Practice (DRCP) played a part. 

Since publishing a call for articles related to COVID-19 and diabetes, 
DRCP has published, at the time of writing, no fewer than 153 papers on 
the topic [3]. Furthermore, I believe that DRCP also helped in opening 
new options for research. The possible role of hyperglycemia in wors-
ening the prognosis of the disease [4], the possibility that COVID-19 in 
diabetes could have been, in some respects, similar to what is known for 
other acute pathologies [5], and to be reassured about the use of stan-
dard medications if affected by COVID-19 [6], have been anticipated by 
DRCP and confirmed by published articles [7–11]. Additionally, the 
hypothesis that glycemic control could affect the response of people with 
diabetes to vaccination was mooted in DRCP [12] and recently 
confirmed [13]. 

As Editor of DRCP, therefore, I feel proud about the role it has played 
in fighting the COVID-19 in people with diabetes. I have also to admit 
that this approach has contributed to the significant increase of the 
Journal Impact Factor, which this year increased from 5.602 to 8.180, 
placing the Journal 20th of 146 journals in the category ‘Endocrinology 
& Metabolism’. For me, it is also the opportunity to thank all who have 
contributed to this success: the Associate Editors, the Elsevier team and 
our important partner, the International Diabetes Federation (IDF). 
Indeed, one of the most-cited articles has been that written by the 
President of the IDF with two co-authors [14]. The importance of the IDF 
affiliation to DRCP, of course, is much broader and deeper than this 
[15]. 

In conclusion, DRCP has helped lead the way in the fight against 
COVID-19, which is part of its broader mission: to help advance the 
understanding and treatment of diabetes worldwide. 
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