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At the author’s request, we, the Editors and Publisher of ClinicoEconomics and Outcomes Research, have retracted the 
following article.

Following publication, the authors contacted the journal to explain that the published article was derived from the MSc 
thesis of the second author, Ejigayehu Adane. However, the authors now acknowledge the remaining four authors had no 
formal contribution to the study or the manuscript which was provided for publication. In addition, the corresponding 
author is unable to provide a copy of the original MSc thesis of the second author.

To uphold the integrity of the research and adhere to ethical standards the authors requested to retract the article and we, 
the Editor and Publisher agreed with this decision.

We have been informed in our decision-making by our editorial policies and COPE guidelines.

The retracted article will remain online to maintain the scholarly record, but it will be digitally watermarked on each page 
as “Retracted”.
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Publish your work in this journal 
ClinicoEconomics and Outcomes Research is an international, peer-reviewed open-access journal focusing on Health Technology Assessment, 
Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes Research in the areas of diagnosis, medical devices, and clinical, surgical and pharmacological intervention. The 
economic impact of health policy and health systems organization also constitute important areas of coverage. The manuscript management system is 
completely online and includes a very quick and fair peer-review system, which is all easy to use. Visit http://www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php to 
read real quotes from published authors.  
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