
Correspondence
We are on time

Juan Higuera Lucas,* Cruz Soriano Cuesta, Marina L�opez Olivencia and Aaron Blandino Ortíz
Department of Intensive Care Unit, Ram�on y Cajal University Hospital, Madrid, Spain
The Lancet Regional
Health - Western Pacific
2022;20: 100411
Published online xxx
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
lanwpc.2022.100411
We have read with special interest your recently pub-
lished comment.1 The reluctance to receive COVID-19
vaccine is a significant growing public health concern
for its terrible consequences. Currently, we have evi-
dence on the beneficial impact of having a full three-
dose vaccination schedule for SARS-CoV-2, expressed
in the reduction of the number of hospital admissions,
severity of disease, and mortality.2−3

Regarding this, we want to comment our personal
experience in Spain and the results in our Intensive
Care Department. COVID-19 patients admitted in our
intensive care unit (ICU) since May 2021, have had the
possibility of being vaccinated. At that time, more than
23 million COVID-19 vaccines had been administered
in Spain. 48.9% of the population had received at least
one dose. Among the age group, 50−59 years, 85.7%
had been vaccinated. The vaccination rate was higher
than 90% in older groups.4 Between May 1st, 2021, to
June 6th, 2021, a total of 30 COVID-19 patients were
admitted in our ICU. Among these patients, 23 of them
were men, the mean age was 55.4, 20 of them under-
went mechanical ventilation, and the mean ICU stay
was 10 days. Most of these COVID-19 patients (25/30)
were not vaccinated. 68% unvaccinated patients
required mechanical ventilation compared to 60% in
the vaccinated patients. The overall mortality of these
COVID-19 patients was 13.3% (4/30), 20% (1/5) in vacci-
nated patients and 12% (3/25) in unvaccinated. The
mortality rate in the vaccinated group was higher than
that in the unvaccinated group, probably due to the
small sample size. That’s because the period of time
selected is the necessary for the discharged patients to
have had the opportunity to be vaccinated after admis-
sion, given that they had to wait six months from the
initial diagnosis of COVID-19 pneumonia.

Of the 22 survivors in the unvaccinated group who
were discharged from the ICU. All of them were edu-
cated about the benefits of the COVID-19 vaccine, the
possibility of having minimized the severity of their
infection and preventing their relatives and themselves
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from being through this situation. After this, 100% of
COVID-19 patients who were unvaccinated at first are
currently fully vaccinated.

Yeneoka et al, identify some characteristics, which
leads negative attitudes towards COVID-19 vaccination.
The age, media channels such as "Non-medical and
Non-TV" and "Non-medical and Non-government”
were associated with the unsure group. Media channels
such as "Newspapers or the Novel Coronavirus Expert
Meeting", "Medical or Local government", and "Non-
TV" were associated with the unwilling group.5

In your comment, you are asking about studies
focusing on those who hesitated or were denied
COVID-19 vaccination due to misinformation or disin-
formation. Our patients, who required admission in the
ICU, intubated and underwent mechanical ventilation,
decided to being vaccinated aftermath.

The scientific literature published supports the para-
mount importance of COVID-19 vaccination. However,
one of the best vaccination ambassadors are the ones
who, after having suffered the consequences of the dis-
ease to the greatest degree, rectifies their decision.
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