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outbreaks. Participants were considered fully vaccinated if ≥ 14 days had passed since 
completion of a vaccine series; all others were deemed unvaccinated. A vaccine break-
through case was defined as a positive Ag or molecular test from a fully vaccinated 
person’s specimen. Performance characteristics of the Ag test were assessed, with mo-
lecular test as the reference standard. Cycle threshold (Ct) values were compared by 
one-sided independent t-tests.

Results. 94 unvaccinated residents and staff provided 563 paired samples; SARS-
CoV-2 was detected in 21 (12 by Ag and molecular test, 6 by molecular test only, 3 by 
Ag test only), yielding Ag test sensitivity of 66.7% (95% CI: 43.8–83.7%) and specificity 
of 99.4% (95% CI: 98.4–99.8%). Mean Ct values were higher for specimens positive 
by PCR but negative by Ag than those positive by both (30.0 vs. 20.7, P < .01). 81 
vaccinated persons provided 925 paired samples; SARS-CoV-2 was detected in 5 (1 
by Ag and molecular test, 4 by molecular test only), yielding Ag test sensitivity of 20% 
(95% CI: 3.6–62.5%) and specificity of 100% (95% CI: 99.6–100%). Mean Ct values 
for specimens from vaccinated cases were higher than those from unvaccinated cases 
(30.2 vs. 23.8, P < .05). The lone Ag-positive breakthrough case had a Ct of 20; all 
others had Ct > 29.

Conclusion. Ag test performance and reduced sensitivity on specimens with high 
Ct values found in this population are consistent with published data. Molecular test-
ing maximizes identification of vaccine breakthrough cases. More studies are needed 
to estimate the proportion of breakthrough cases missed by Ag testing and their risk of 
transmitting the virus in LTCFs.
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Background. COVID 19 infection represents a global threat and now a frequent 
cause of hospitalization in pediatrics. COVID 19, as well as Influenza virus could have 
a severe course. There are few studies, and no local or regional information comparing 
severe disease between COVID 19 and Influenza virus in children.

Methods. Confirmed COVID 19 between March 2020 to October 2021 and influ-
enza infections from Jan-2017 to dec-2019 were included. Asymptomatic or ambula-
tory COVID 19 infections were excluded. The main objective was to compare clinical, 
laboratory and outcome characteristic of PICU admitted patients. 

Results. 71 patients were included, 32(45,1%) with COVID 19 and 39 
(54,9%) influenza virus. COVID 19 patients were older than influenza patients: 
67 (20,5-143) vs. 10 (2- 46)  p=0.0002. The majority of influenza patients were 
younger than two years, with different distributions in COVID 19 patients. 
Figure 1. Respiratory distress was more frequent in influenza (92,3% vs. 62,5%) 
p=0.002, but exanthema (28,1% vs 2,6%), shock (68,7% vs. 7,7%) and central ner-
vous system manifestations (40,6% vs. 7,7%) were significantly more common 
in COVID19 than in Influenza respectively. COVID 19 had lower platelets and 
lymphocyte counts than inlfuenza. There were no differences in treatment, nor 
deceased either, but Influenza patients had slightly longer hospital stays 12 (7 – 
23) vs. 9.5 (6–15.5) p=0.1592 than COVID 19 (Table 1). 

Table 1.  Comparison of demographic and clinical characteristics of COVID 19 vs. 
Influenza patients.

Conclusion. COVID 19 and influenza severe infections can have some differ-
ences including age of presentation. Inlfuenza main manifestation requiring UCIP 
is respiratory distress, while COVID19 can have other presentations including shock 
and central nervous manifestation. Lower lymphocyte counts as well as lower platelets 
were significantly more common in COVID 19 patients. Although there are no unique 
characteristics of each infection, some particularities could guide clinician to the eti-
ology of the infection. 
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