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Abstract

To retrieve and assess the available data in the literature about the safety and efficacy of baroreflex activation therapy (BAT) in
heart failure with reduced ejection fraction (HFrEF) patients, through a rapid systematic review of clinical studies. Rapid sys-
tematic review of literature. Searched electronic databases included PubMed, EMBASE, CENTRAL, Scopus, and Web of Science
using Mesh and free terms for heart failure and BAT. No language restriction was used for the searches. We included full peer
reviewed publications of clinical studies (randomized or not), including patients with HFrEF undergoing BAT, with or without
control group, assessing safety and efficacy outcomes. One reviewer conducted the analysis of the selected abstracts and the
full-text articles, performed data extraction, and evaluated the methodological quality of the selected articles. The methodo-
logical quality was assessed according to the Cochrane Collaboration instruments. A descriptive summary of the results is pro-
vided. Of the 441 citations screened, 10 publications were included (three were only conference abstracts), reporting data
from three studies. Only one study was a randomized clinical trial. Two studies reported a 6 month following, and the other
study analysed outcomes up to 41 months. The procedure seems to be safe when performed by a well-trained multi-
professional team. An 86% rate of system and procedure-related complication-free was reported, with no cranial nerve inju-
ries. Improvements in New York Heart Association class of heart failure, quality of life, 6 min walk test, and hospitalization
rates, as well as in muscle sympathetic nerve activity. No meta-analysis was conducted because of the lack of homogeneity
across studies; the results from each study are reported individually. BAT procedure seems to be safe if appropriate training
is provided. Improvements in clinical outcomes were described in all included studies. However, several limitations do not al-
low us to make conclusive statements on the efficacy of BAT for HFrEF. New well-designed trials are still needed.
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Introduction

Mortality, morbidity, and healthcare costs related to heart
failure with reduced ejection fraction (HFrEF) remain unac-
ceptable high although the advances in the medical field.™?
The symptoms and the progression of the disease are pro-
moted by sympathovagal imbalance, including an excessive
activation of the sympathetic and inhibition of the parasym-
pathetic nerves system.>* In this context, baroreflex activa-
tion therapy (BAT), which is a treatment based on the

stimulation of the baroreceptors located at the carotid sinus®
and supposedly restores sympathovagal balance, has been
reported in the literature.®’

Large animal studies demonstrated a survival benefit when
compared with untreated controls, as well as improvements
in cardiac function, susceptibility to ventricular arrhyth-
mias.®® The first-in-human study,® which was a single-
centre, open-label trial including 11 patients, was published
in 2014. The study included patients with New York Heart As-
sociation (NYHA) Class llI, ejection fraction lower than 40%,
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optimized medical therapy, and ineligible for cardiac
resynchronization. The results showed that BAT was safe
and provided chronic improvements in muscle sympathetic
nerve activity (MSNA), quality of life, and functional
capacity.6

In 2015, the first randomized clinical trial (RCT) was pub-
lished in the literature including 76 patients underwent to
BAT and 70 controls. Similarly, the study showed that BAT is
safe and improves functional capacity, quality of life, exercise
capacity, N-terminal pro-brain natriuretic peptide, and possi-
bly the burden of heart failure (HF) hospitalizations.”

Although the promising result, it is still unclear in the liter-
ature the effect of BAT in patients with HF. Thus, the aim of
this study was to retrieve and assess the available data in
the literature about the safety and efficacy of BAT in HFrEF
patients, through a rapid systematic review of clinical studies.

Methods
Protocol and registration

This rapid review was designed using as guidance the Pre-
ferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-
analyses ** and is registered in the PROSPERO (International
Prospective Register of Systematic Reviews) database,*? un-
der the code [CRD42018114741].

Eligibility criteria

We included full peer reviewed publications of clinical studies
(randomized or not), including patients with HFrEF undergo-
ing BAT, with or without control group, assessing safety and
efficacy outcomes. Abstracts from conferences were included
if they provided enough information to judge eligibility and
evaluate the outcomes. We excluded case reports and litera-
ture reviews.

Information sources and literature search

We searched the following electronic databases: PubMed,
EMBASE, CENTRAL, Scopus, and Web of Science. In addition,
we searched the references of the included articles manually,
as well as performed a citation analysis of the included stud-
ies using Google Scholar. The initial search comprised the
Mesh term ‘Heart Failure’ followed by its related entry terms
and other free terms and free terms related to ‘baroreflex ac-
tivation therapy’. We did not use limits for language or date
when conducting the searches.

Study selection

Titles and abstract of the retrieved articles were indepen-
dently evaluated by one reviewer. Abstracts that do not pro-
vide enough information regarding the eligibility criteria will
be kept for full-text evaluation. One reviewer evaluated full-
text articles and determined study eligibility.

Data abstraction

One reviewer conducted data extraction and included study
title, author, journal and year of publication, study design,
population, inclusion and exclusion criteria, study arms and
sample size, intervention description, outcomes definitions,
measurement and results (as presented in the included stud-
ies), and follow-up period.

Risk of bias assessment

To assess the risk of bias of the RCT, we used the Cochrane
Risk of Bias tool that considers bias related to selection, per-
formance, detection, attrition, reporting, and other possi-
ble.r* For the non-randomized studies, we used the
ROBINS-I tool (Risk Of Bias In Non-randomized Studies—of In-
terventions), also from Cochrane Collaboration.* The follow-
ing types of bias were considered: bias due to confounding,
bias in selection of participants into the study, bias in classifi-
cation of interventions, bias due to deviations from intended
interventions, bias due to missing data, bias in measuring of
outcomes, bias in selection of the reported result, and overall
bias. The evaluation was conducted independently by one
reviewer.

Synthesis

Descriptive analyses of studies will be performed including
study characteristics and main results.

Results
Study selection

Our search strategies yielded 441 citations from the five elec-
tronic databases. After excluding duplicates and screening ti-
tles and abstracts for eligibility, 20 publications were kept for
full-text evaluation. Finally, 10 publications were included in
our rapid review, representing data from three studies. Fig-
ure 1 demonstrates the study selection process.
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Figure 1 Study selection process.
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Study characteristics

First study (reported in three publications and one confer-
ence abstract)

Study from Gronda et al.® was the first-in-human study eval-
uating BAT for HFrEF published in the literature. The study in-
cluded a series of 11 patients and reported a 6 month follow-
up. A year later, another publication® reported the long-term
follow-up of this study, including results at 12 and
21 + 5 months after intervention. In 2016, another article®
reporting data from the same study was published. However,
this publication added data from nine controls, who were
treated congestive HFrEF patients to assess the effects of
chronic baroreceptor activation on arterial stiffness. In
2017, the authors published an abstract in a conference’
reporting the 42 month follow-up of those 11 patients. The
main characteristics of these publications are described in Ta-
ble 1.

Second study (reported in four publications and one confer-
ence abstract)

Study from Abraham et al.”, named HOPE4HF, was the first
and only RCT found in the literature assessing BAT for HFrEF

patients. The study included 140 patients, mostly men, with a
mean ejection fraction of 24 + 7%. Still in 2015, a sub-analysis
of this RCT, study from Zile et al.*® was published comparing
patients with or without cardiac resynchronization therapy. In
2016, Weaver et al.*® published the intraoperative experi-
ence and the 12 month safety and efficacy results of the
HOPE4HF trial. A year after, Wachter et al.?° presented an ab-
stract in a conference reporting another sub-analysis of the
HOPE4HF trial comparing patients with systolic blood pres-
sure equal or lower to 16 mmHg with >16 mmHg. Last,
Halbach et al.?* published one more sub-analysis of the same
trial in the literature, separating patients with or without cor-
onary artery disease. The main characteristics of these publi-
cations are described in Table 1.

Third study (reported in one conference abstract)
Mueller-Ehmsen et al.?? published an abstract in a confer-
ence reporting the European experience with BAT in HFrEF.
The abstract included the results of 57 patients from centres
in Germany, ltaly, and France. We could not find a full text of
this study; thus, we understand it was not published yet. The
main characteristics of this study are described in Table 1.
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Risk of bias

Risk of bias was assessed in Gronda et al®*™’ and
HOPE4HF*7*820 studies. We did not assessed risk of bias of
the Mueller-Ehmsen et al.>? because the abstract did not pro-
vide enough information to allow it. The study from Gronda
et al. was considered of low risk of bias due to confounding,
selection of participants, missing data, and selection of the
reported result; and of moderate risk of bias due to classifica-
tion of intervention, deviations from intended interventions,
and measuring of outcomes. HOPE4HF trial was considered
of low risk of bias related to selection, performance, detec-
tion, attrition, and reporting.

Synthesis of results

Safety

Both, study from Gronda and the HOPE4HF trial, used the
same delivery system, the Barostim neo, CVRx, Inc, Minneap-
olis, MN, USA. The system consists of a pulse generator sim-
ilar in size and shape to an implanted defibrillator coupled
with a carotid sinus lead. The device is implanted subcutane-
ously in the right or left pectoral region with the lead
tunnelled from a small (2.5-5 cm) cutaneous incision to affix
over the ipsilateral carotid bifurcation. Safety related to this
system has been previously reported®® and comparable with
a pacemaker. Study from Mueller-Ehmsen et al.?* did not re-
port details on the BAT system used; however, it mentions
that the system safety profile is similar to a pacemaker. Thus,
we believe they may have used the same system in their
study. Table 2 describes the system and procedure-related
events reported in the included studies.

Efficacy

Changes in New York Heart Association class New York
Heart Association HF class measurement was reported in all
three studies and in nine of the 10 publications. Gronda
et al.>*® reported improvements in NYHA class of HF at 3,

6, and 21.5 * 4.2 month follow-ups. The report of the 4 year
follow-up did not show data on this outcome. Improvements
in class of HF were also demonstrated in the original publica-
tion’ and all the sub-analyses®*¥72° of the HOPE4HF study, in
patients undergoing BAT at 6 months when compared with
baseline. Similarly, the study from Mueller-Ehmsen et al.??
also reported improvement of NYHA class of HF at 6 month
follow-up. Detailed data on this outcome are shown on Table
3.

Quality of life Quality of life was measured in the three
studies and reported in all publications. Improvements in this
outcome were described in all comparison, except for pa-
tients making use of cardiac resynchronization therapy un-
dergoing BAT, when compared with controls (patients
making use of cardiac resynchronization therapy undergoing
BAT) (P = 0.23). Details on quality of life measuring methods
and results are described in Table 3.

Six minute walk test Six minute walk test was applied in all
studies, and results were available in all publications. Most of
the reported improvements in this outcomes, except for
three patients group, are as follows: patients making use of
cardiac resynchronization therapy undergoing BAT, when
compared with controls (patients making use of cardiac
resynchronization therapy not undergoing BAT) (P = 0.38);
patients with systolic blood pressure <116 mmHg undergo-
ing BAT, when compared with controls (patients with systolic
blood pressure <116 mmHg not undergoing BAT) (P = 0.08);
and patients without coronary artery disease undergoing
BAT, when compared with patients without coronary artery
disease not undergoing BAT (P = 0.84). These results are de-
scribed in details in Table 2.

Hospitalization Hospitalization was described in two stud-
ies and seven publications. Most of the publications reported
lower rates of hospitalization after BAT. There was no differ-
ence when compared patients making use of cardiac
resynchronization therapy undergoing and not undergoing

Table 2 Summary of the reported system and procedure-related events reported in the included studies

Number of patients

Study, Year submitted to BAT BAT system System and procedure-related events

Gronda 11 Barostim neo, CVRx, Inc, One reported event. The patient experienced anaemia requiring a

et al.51>16.23 Minneapolis, MN, USA  transfusion during the implant. The patient recovered with no
residual effects.

HOPE4HF 71 Barostim neo, CVRx, Inc, The rate of freedom from system and procedure-related complications

study,>718-20 Minneapolis, MN, USA  was 86% through 12 months. There were two MANCE events
(hematomas) that occurred during the six first months after BAT. In
addition, the study reported three more events: urinary tract
infection secondary to urinary retention, hypotension, and
transection of the transverse cervical skin nerve. The complications
that did occur were generally mild and short-lived.

Mueller- 57 Details are not reported  The abstract did not report any events neither data on safety. It is only

Ehmsgg in the abstract. mentioned that the system safety profile was similar to a pacemaker.

etal.,

BAT, baroreflex activation therapy; MANCE, major adverse neurologic and cardiovascular events.

ESC Heart Failure 2020; 7: 3-14
DOI: 10.1002/ehf2.12543



Safety and efficacy of baroreflex activation therapy for heart failure with reduced ejection fraction

(sanunuo)d)

14D
(u) suonezijeudsoy 4H
auldseq 'sA syyuow 9

500 > d

L'l ¥ 800 (0§ = U) [03U0D
L7809~ (L5 =U)1va
(sAep) suonezijeydsoy 4H
500 > d

0 ¥ 500~ :(0S = u) |ou0d
0 F 6v'0— (L5 =U) 1va
(u) suonezijeydsoy 4H
auljaseq "sA syuow 9

1000 > d
£8°0 [SYWOW G'E F G' LY
€6°0 SYIOW Z'H F §'LT

81'LL :duleseg

(uaned/ieak/sAep) ares uonezijendsoy
(13y12603 syuaned [je) uonezijeydsoy jo
shep g7 Jo [e10] "yruow/skep 10 F £Z°0
:UOILUSAIDIUI IS} SYWUOW 7' F G'LT

(1ay12b03 syuaiyed
||e) uonezijendsoy jo sAep / Jo [e10] “yruow
/skep €€°0 F €10 :UOIIUDAIDIUI JOYE SYUOW 9

(1ay12b03 syuaiyed

Ile) uonezijeydsoy Jo shep G5 o |ero)
‘Yuowy/shep €1 F | :UOIUSAIDIUL
910J9q syuow |

(shep 9 jo |e103)
pazijendsoy sem syuaned || a8y} Jo
SUO :UOIJUSAISIUI JISYE SYluow 9

(skep gz 40 |e103)

9'0L * ¥'9l :1vd
14D
auljaseq "sA syjuow 9

7000 = d

€L F 'L ey = u) |ouod
L'l ¥ 965G (95 = U) 1vd
aulaseq 'sA syiuow 9

L1000 =d

9Ll * Qv

SYuow G'g ¥ §'LYy
'9€ ¥+ 99

€ syuow 7'y ¥ Gl ¢
¢'9€ F 90¢€ dul|eseg

100 =d

V'EE ¥ ¥'8G+

:UoljelIeA JIuow 'Y F §'LT
've ¥ L'69+

:uoljeLeA yyuow 9

7'¢S F 7°90€ dul|eseg

S00=d

9'GC F LIS+
:uoljeleA yuow 9
L'SLF Leb+

0OV + €6 :1vd
14D
auljaseq 'sA syuow 9

21035 ainjie4 HeaH Yum Bular

B}OSDUUII :DJIeuuonsand
1000 > d

L'€ F LT (g = u) |ouod
8CFVLL—(y9 = u) 1vd
auldseq "sA syuow 9
9102s ainjie4

1esaH yum Buian
©10S3UUI|
:24leuuonssnd

S00>d

L'LF69

| SYpuow g€ ¥ G'LY

6 FLL

L syyuow 7'y * G'L¢
0°9Z F €'L€ Buldseg

9102S ainjie4 LeaH
UMM BUIAI BIOSSUUI
:24leuuonsan)

9000 =d

'S F ' EL— uoneuea
Yiuow 7'y = G'L¢

9V *G'LL—
:uoljeLieA yiuow 9
8°LC ¥ 6°0€ :duljpseg

21035 ainjieq4 HeaH Yim
BuiAI eyosauul
:2lleuuonsand
L000=d

8€EF90L—

:UOI}elIeA Yluow 9

vy F L

1’0+ £0— ‘Lvd L :jonuod
14D v 1vd
auldseq "sA syuow 9 14D
000 =d
%6 :9SIOM
%L9 PWes
%P :panosdw|
(PS = u) jo13u0D
%€ :9SIOM
%LV PWes
%85G :panosdw|
(¥9 = u) 1vd 69 |onuod
aul@seq ‘sA syuow 9 L, '1vd
q(P3IP

syuaned || sy}

payiodas JoN Jounoy) 7 '1vd

| Sse|D 1e aem

sjuaned [je :dn-moj|o4
yuow z'v * §°L¢
dn-mojjo} yruow 9 pue
€4ioqie 1000 > d

| sse|d

1e spuaned anly pue

‘I| sse]D 1e syuaned omy
‘Il sse|D 1e juaned auo
:uoleleA yyuow 9

| sse;d

1e sjuaned anly pue ||
sse|D 1e syuaned xis
:uoIeLeA yluow g

e(Pa1Ip syudned ||
9y} jJo oml) 6 ‘Ivd

Apnis JHZIdOH
Jo sashjeue-gns
—g, 1839 3I1Z

Apms JHyIdOH
/e 19 weyeiqy

[1ensqy]

"'/ 19 epuoip
J0 dn-mojjoy
w9)-buol—
,.'[e 19 epuoin

o'/ 19 epuoip
J0 dn-mojjoy
w9)-buol—

. '[e 19 epuoin

pazijendsoy a1om syuaned || ay) jo :uoneleA yluow g | — :uoneLeA yyuow g 1l ssepD 1e
1yYbId :UOIIUIAIDIUI BI04D] SYUOW 9 9'6% F ¥'0€ duljaseq 867 F €€ dulPseg syuaned | | :dulaseq Ll ‘Lvd o"'[e 32 epuoin
suonezijeyidsoH (W) @dUElSIP Y|eMm |jey ulw XIS 100 ssed YHAN N ‘swue Apnis Jea\ ‘Apnmis

synsas Aewwns Adediys ulel\ € sjqeL

ESC Heart Failure 2020; 7: 3-14

DOI: 10.1002/ehf2.12543



R. Schmidt et al.

10

(sanunuo)d)

€9°e ¥ gL~ (v = u) Lvd
avod

(sAep) suonezijendsoy 4H
980 =d

LE0 F €40~ (YL = u) |ouod
L1°0 ¥ GZ0— (91 = U) 1vd
av>-oN

8500 = d

87°0 ¥ 01°0 :(9€ = u) |osuo)
9Z'0 ¥ 65°0— (l¥ = u) 1vd
avd

(u) suonezijeydsoy 4H

payodal JoN

¥8'0 =d
991 ¥ 7’8l (¥l = u) [o1u0D
617 F L'E€C

(Sl =u) 1vd
dv>-oN

€000 =d

8/l F99

— (6¢ = U) |o1uod
TLLF LT

(v = u) Lvd

avd

aul|eseq ‘SA syjuow 9
800 =d

GELF L6l

(P = u) |onuod
9T F LT

vz = u) Lve

BHwWW 91| < d4S
100=d

0T ¥ 8°0C

— (6l = u) |onuod
6Vl F 86V

(ze = u) 1ve

BHWwW 91| > dgs
Qul|eseq ‘sA syjuow 9

9102s ainjie4 HesaH Yum Buiar]
e10SaUUIN :2Jleuuonsand
S000 =d

6'v ¥ 6°C:(8L = u)|onuod
€6 F6'8L— (Ll =U)lvE

av2-oN
1000 > d

L'y F £71 :(9€ = u) [o)3u0D
v'EF 89L— (LF = U) Lvd
avd

auljdseq 'sA syuow 9

21035 ain|le4 LeaH Yum Bular]

L10S3aUUIN :aJleuuonsan)
L0000 =d

9°€ ¥ ¥'0 {(¢€ = u) |o)uod
SV ¥ 9Sl—(Lz=u)lvd

BHWW 9| | < dgS
100 >d

¥ :(¢z = u) |o)uod
‘8l— (L€ = u) 1vd
BHwWW 91| > d9s
aul|eseq ‘sA syjuow 9

w.me.
LexL

(cz = v

TO0F L'0—

(8L = u) |onuod
TO0F ¥0—

(L = u)y 1vd
avd-oN

€000 =d

1'0 ¥ 20—

(9 = u) |osnuod
1'0 ¥ 90—

(v = u) 1vd
avo

aul|aseq ‘sA syjluow 9
€00=d

L'0 ¥ €0—

(ce = u) |ohuod
1'0 ¥ 90—

(tz = u) 1vd
BHwWwW 91| < d4S
8000 = d
1'0 ¥ 00
|043Uu0D
1’0 ¥ G°0—

(e = u) 1vd
BHwWwW 91| > d9s
aul|eseq ‘sA syjuow 9

0¢ :|oJuod

61l ‘1vd

av>-ON
61 :]0lu0>d Apnis JHYIdOH
76 :1vd  Jo sasAjeue-qns—
avd 1z 1€ 39 yoeqjeH

0F :Jo1uod

62 :1vd
BHwwW 91| < dgs [1ensqy]
6 :[01U0D Apn1s 4H¥IdOH
v 11vg  }o seshjeue-qns—

BHWW 9L L >d8S ;. "/e 39 J23deM

G000 =d
6Ll FVEL 1000 > d
(6€ = u) |ouoD €000 =d 9T+ (z¥ = u) |onuod ApMis 4HIdOH
0/LL 68 6°C ¥ L0 :(¢y = u) |onuod St+ :(95 = U) 1vd jo dn-mojjoy
G (0SS = U) 1vd 6'CF 66— :(95 = U) 1vd panoaduwi o 69 ‘loJuod w9)-buo—
pauodas JoN auljdseq "sA syuow 7| auleseq 'SA Syuow 7| suljgseq ‘SA syuow 7| 1/ '1vd 61 1€ 19 Jonesp\
600 =4d
7T ¥ 8170 :|osuod
0v ¥ 688 :1vd
L¥D-ON
8/0=d
ST ¥ €1°0— :|osuo)d
TLFS0L—:vd
D
(sAep) suonezijendsoy 4H 9102s ainjie4 HesaH YHm Buiar]
800 =d £10SaUUIA :2Jleuuonsand
€0 ¥ G0'0 :[olu0D €000 =d 1000 > d 600 =d
70 ¥ €50~ :1vd €91 ¥ 9°€ :[olu0D L€ ¥ G'E :]onuod 1’0 ¥ 70— :[ou0D
1¥D-0N 9'€ ¥ 68:1vd 9'€ ¥9'lZ— :lvd 1'0 F ¥'0— :lvd
8/0=d 1¥D-0N 1¥D-oN 1¥D-oN 81:1013Uu0D
€0 F G0~ :|onuod 8€0=4d €00=d 1000 > d VAN |
€0 F Zv'0— :lve 6'CC ¥ §'€— :|o;uo)d 0’9 ¥ 6'0— :]osU0D 70 F L'0— :[ohuod 1¥D-oN
mco_HMN__mH._QmOI AEV 2douelsip 3jjem |jey ulw XIS ._OO sse|d YHAN N ‘swie >_u_.z.m Jes A\ SU:HW

(panunuod) g ajqel

ESC Heart Failure 2020; 7: 3-14

DOI: 10.1002/ehf2.12543



Safety and efficacy of baroreflex activation therapy for heart failure with reduced ejection fraction 11

c s
= BAT, patients not making use of cardiac resynchronization
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provide additional beneficial effects on patients with
HFrEF.>2*

Up to now, most of the studies in human subjects evaluat-
ing BAT focused on patients with resistant hypertension. A re-
cent meta-analysis®® published in the literature assessing
safety and efficacy of BAT in patients with resistant hyperten-
sion demonstrated that systolic and diastolic blood pressure
decreased in patients who underwent BAT as early as
3 months and sustained up to 24 months after therapy.”®
The review included 12 studies in the qualitative analysis
and five in the meta-analysis. In relation to the effects of
BAT on blood pressure in patients with HFrEF, the HOPE4HF’
trial has found that BAT significantly increased blood pres-
sure, as well as pulse pressure. In the control group, the au-
thors reported trends towards decreasing systolic blood
pressure and pulse pressure. No effects on diastolic blood
pressure were identified.

Previous data have shown that the MSNA is high in both
HFrEF and severe hypertension (*°), addressing similar auto-
nomic imbalance in both conditions. In patients with ad-
vanced HFrEF, low systolic pressure is a marker of
unfavourable outcomes. In relation to severe hypertensive
patients, the persistency of high levels of blood pressure
leads to unfavourable outcomes.

As said earlier, the systematic review evolving resistant hy-
pertension patients®®> and the HOPE4HF trial” demonstrated
opposite effects on blood pressure. BAT was demonstrated
to rebalance the autonomic system restoring the appropriate
physiological response. This result is unique in the device car-
diovascular therapy setting.

In the HFrEF field, although the promising results, there is
much yet to learn to achieve conclusive results about the use
of BAT for HFrEF patients. Since the first-generation system,
surgery duration, complexity, and the safety of BAT system
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Appendix

PubMed search—68 citations

Items
Search Query found

#3  Search (#1 AND #2) 68

#2  Search "Heart Failure'[Mesh] OR "Cardiac Failure"[Title/Abstract] OR "Heart Decompensation"[Title/Abstract] OR135 480
"Decompensation, Heart"[Title/Abstract] OR "Heart Failure, Right-Sided"[Title/Abstract] OR "Heart Failure, Right
Sided"[Title/Abstract] OR "Right-Sided Heart Failure"[Title/Abstract] OR "Right Sided Heart Failure"[Title/Abstract] OR
"Myocardial Failure"[Title/Abstract] OR "Congestive Heart Failure"[Title/Abstract] OR "Heart Failure, Congestive"[Title/
Abstract] OR "Heart Failure, Left-Sided"[Title/Abstract] OR "Heart Failure, Left Sided"[Title/Abstract] OR "Left-Sided Heart
Failure"[Title/Abstract] OR "Left Sided Heart Failure"[Title/Abstract]

#1  Search "baroreflex activation"[Title/Abstract] OR barostim*[Title/Abstract] OR "baroreceptor stimulation"[Title/Abstract]954
OR '"baroreceptor activation"[Title/Abstract] OR "carotid stimulation"[Title/Abstract] OR baroreceptor-activat*[Title/
Abstract]

CENTRAL search—29 citations

“"baroreflex activation" OR barostim* OR "baroreceptor stimulation" OR "baroreceptor activation" OR "carotid stimulation" OR
baroreceptor-activat* in Title Abstract Keyword AND "Heart Failure" OR "Cardiac Failure" OR "Heart Decompensation" OR "De-
compensation, Heart" OR "Myocardial Failure" OR "Congestive Heart Failure" in Title Abstract Keyword—(Word variations
have been searched)’

Scopus search—146 citations

("baroreflex activation" OR barostim* OR "baroreceptor stimulation" OR "baroreceptor activation" OR "carotid stimulation"
OR baroreceptor-activat*) AND ("Heart Failure" OR "Cardiac Failure" OR "Heart Decompensation" OR "Decompensation,
Heart" OR "Myocardial Failure" OR "Congestive Heart Failure")

Web of Science search—57 citations

("baroreflex activation" OR barostim* OR "baroreceptor stimulation" OR "baroreceptor activation" OR "carotid stimulation"
OR baroreceptor-activat*) AND ("Heart Failure" OR "Cardiac Failure" OR "Heart Decompensation"” OR "Decompensation,
Heart" OR "Myocardial Failure" OR "Congestive Heart Failure")

EMBASE search—141 citations

('baroreflex activation’ OR barostim* OR ’‘baroreceptor stimulation’ OR ’baroreceptor activation’ OR ’carotid stimulation’” OR
"baroreceptor activat*’) AND (’heart failure’/de OR ’cardiac failure’/de OR ’heart decompensation’/de OR ’decompensation,
heart’/de OR "myocardial failure’/de OR ‘congestive heart failure’/de)
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