
trainer were used to provide high-fidelity simulation. Participants rated
how prepared-they felt in managing the relevant condition before and
after on a Likert scale (1–strongly disagree, 5–strongly agree). The ses-

was repeated for the new nine first-on-call ENT doctors.

ried out by novice medical students and trainees to evaluate the effi-
cacy of long duration courses on skill acquisition. The novice group un-
dertook a 5-week curriculum composed of lectures, demonstrations
and spaced timed-assessments involving 3 tasks: hoop placement,
stacking of sugar cubes and surgical cutting.
Results: Time taken for novice participants to complete a task individually
and collectively improved markedly from the first to the third attempt,
with an overall 44% reduction in time observed over the 5-weeks. We in-
vited back 6 novice participants and 6 core surgical trainees after 4-weeks
to complete the same tests. There was a further 18% time improvement in
the novice group, with 44% faster task completion.
Conclusions: Given the success of this study and other simulation
courses reported in the literature, we recommend more courses adopt
a spaced-out approach; and a simulation curriculum for surgical train-
ees to cultivate greater skill acquisition.

879 Establishing the First Eoe Deanery-Wide Trainee Led
Virtual Journal Club: Keeping Up Morale by Encouraging
Trainee Interaction and Continuous Professional Development
During the Hiatus to Teaching Activities Enforced by

surgeons in training and trainers alike and provide a means of record-
ing this longitudinally as individuals or roles evolve.
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Introduction: March 11th, 2020 saw the World Health Organisation de-
clare a global pandemic following the eruption of the novel coronavirus
disease 2019. Unprecedented global demand for personal protective
equipment (PPE) was complicated by limited availability and conflicting
guidance from healthcare bodies. This study aimed to assess perceived
confidence and knowledge of Public Health England’s PPE guidance
amongst doctors of varying specialties and grades.
Method: A nationwide 11-point survey comprising of multiple-choice
questions (MCQs) and a Likert scale assessing perceived confidence
(1¼not confident, 5¼very confident) was disseminated to U.K. based
doctors using multiple platforms.
Results: Data collated from 697 respondents revealed average per-
ceived confidence was low. Notably, 59% felt they had received insuffi-
cient education regarding up-to-date guidance, with 81% advocating
further training. Anaesthetics and ophthalmology were the highest
and lowest scoring specialties in knowledge based MCQs, achieving
59% and 31% respectively. Subsequent statistical analysis revealed sig-
nificant differences between specialties."
Conclusions: Ensuring consistency in published PPE guidance and edu-
cation can develop doctor’s confidence and knowledge of appropriate
PPE use. The absence of a unified consensus and global education re-
garding the use of PPE poses significant ramifications for patient and
healthcare professional (HCP) safety whilst risking further depletion of
already sparse resources.

aggressively treated.
Presentation: We report a case of a 42-year-old male who presented
with a one-week history of worsening right axillary swelling that pro-
gressed to painful swelling of his arm. Inflammatory markers were sig-
nificantly elevated with a white cell count of 17 �109/L and C-reactive

protein of 212 mg/L. On examination, a fluctuant axillary swelling was
appreciated, and a decision was made for incision and drainage under
general anaesthetic. Intraoperative aspiration of his arm revealed copi-
ous purulent fluid prompting intraoperative orthopaedic consult and
exploration of the anterior compartment in which there was extensive
involvement of the biceps muscle. The microbiological analysis
revealed gram-positive cocci in chains, and microbiology advice sought
for tailoring of antibiotic regimen. He has recovered well.
Discussion: Though uncommon, the emergency general surgeon
should have a high degree of suspicion when evaluating soft tissue
infections to avert potentially disastrous outcomes.
Conclusion: Early diagnosis, aggressive management with high-dose
intravenous antibiotics, and surgical debridement are principles to
treat this rare, life-threatening infection.

Participants reported that all virtual skills taught were readily transfer-
able to the theatre environment. Following the course, all participants
felt confident to complete the skills learnt independently, rating the
course as excellent.
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