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Abstract
Dear Editor,

I am writing to you in order to highlight some miscalculations in an article published in the journal of Technology in Cancer
Research & Treatment, entitled; “SRS in Combination with Ipilimumab: A Promising New Dimension for Treating Melanoma Brain
Metastases” by Khan, et al.1These miscalculations changed the derived conclusion about median survival time, and adverse effects
in the selected treatment groups. So, amending these miscalculations may help readers in future research decisions.
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Dear editor,

I have a few comments on an article published in the journal

of Technology in Cancer Research & Treatment, entitled;

“SRS in Combination with Ipilimumab: A Promising New

Dimension for Treating Melanoma Brain Metastases” by Khan,

et al1

1. A total of 6 studies were included in this meta-analysis.

Mathew, et al.2 is one of the included studies in which

median survival time, the time at which fractional sur-

vival equals 50% for patients, in SRSþIpi group and

SRS-alone group, is approximately 8 and 5.1 months

respectively (Figure 3 of Mathew, et al2). While Khan,

et al.1 reported 5.9 and 4.3 months in SRSþIpi group

and SRS-alone group respectively for Mathew, et al.

study (Table 1 of Khan, et al.1).

This miscalculation can affect the reported hazard ratio

(HR) for median survival time based on the following formula:

HR ¼ 1/ (median survival in intervention group/median

survival in control group)

The median survival time presented in Mathew, et al.2 study

is HR ¼ 0.64, while Khan, et al.1 reported 0.82 for the same

parameter (Figure 2 of Khan, et al.1).

2. Khan, et al.1 also analyzed the adverse effects (intracra-

nial hemorrhage, radionecrosis) in SRSþIpi group and

SRS-alone group for included studies. The following

table represents the reported number of patients with

intracranial hemorrhage and radionecrosis by Khan,

et al.1 for one of the included studies by Silk, et al.3;

In the Silk, et al.3 study, the median survival time data is

available for all treatment groups, but adverse effects data is not

Intracranial hemorrhage Radionecrosis

SRSþIpi 1 of 25 patients 0 of 25 patients

SRS-alone 4 of 32 patients 3 of 34 patients

Silk, et al.3 investigated outcomes in 4 different treatment groups as follows:

WBRT alone (21 patients).

WBRT þ Ipi (16 patients).

SRS alone (16 patients).

SRS þ Ipi (17 patients).

1 Tabriz University of Medical Sciences, Faculty of Medicine, Tabriz, Iran,

Islamic Republic

Corresponding Author:

Samireh Badrigilan, Tabriz University of Medical Sciences, Faculty of Medicine,

Tabriz 51664, Iran, Islamic Republic.

Email: samire_badrigilan@yahoo.com

Creative Commons Non Commercial CC BY-NC: This article is distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 License
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/) which permits non-commercial use, reproduction and distribution of the work without further permission
provided the original work is attributed as specified on the SAGE and Open Access pages (https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/open-access-at-sage).

Technology in Cancer Research &
Treatment
Volume 19: 1-2
ª The Author(s) 2020
Article reuse guidelines:
sagepub.com/journals-permissions
DOI: 10.1177/1533033820965607
journals.sagepub.com/home/tct

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8252-8612
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8252-8612
mailto:samire_badrigilan@yahoo.com
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/open-access-at-sage
https://sagepub.com/journals-permissions
https://doi.org/10.1177/1533033820965607
http://journals.sagepub.com/home/tct


available for individual treatment groups, because they just pre-

sented the adverse effects data for the radiotherapy-alone group

(sum of patients in WBRT-alone and SRS-alone group) and

radiotherapyþ immunotherapy group (sum of patients in WBRT

þ Ipi and SRS þ Ipi group). Therefore, the exact number of

patients with adverse effects (intracranial hemorrhage, radione-

crosis) in SRS- alone group and SRS þ Ipi is not available. In

other words, the reported number of patients in the Khan, et al.1

study for SRS þ Ipi group is the sum of patients in WBRT-Ipi

and SRS-Ipi group and the reported number of patients in the

Khan, et al. study1 for SRS-alone is sum of patients in WBRT-

alone and SRS-alone group (Figure 3 of Khan, et al.1).

This miscalculation changes the final results regarding the

adverse effects in the selected treatment groups. Due to limited

number of mea-analysis in this field, correcting these miscalcu-

lations may help researchers in the future research judgements.
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