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(forrraptdcnce. 

THE TREATMENT OF THE SAC. 

To the Editor, " Indian Medical Gazette." 

Sib,?Regarding the question " of the treatment of the 
sac in hernia operations," on which subject, you published 
an extract from my last annual report of the Khoorda 
Dispensary in your journal for April, together with your 
editorial remarks on the treatment of the sac in various 
forms of hernia, I should like to add that the case treated 
by me was of the acquired variety ; it was an oversight on 
my part not stating this fact in my notes. 

In your remarks regarding the treatment of the sac in 
this variety of hernia, you say 

" it either becomes a cyst 
similar to a hydrocele or hasmatocele "?I should be glad to 
know if there has been any practical demonstration of the 
former of these conditions arising, and if the bleeding 
points are efficiently dealt with?and this is particularly 
easy of accomplishment in this operation?before closing 
the wound, how do we get a hematocele ? Again, you say, 
" after removing the sac, the cavity occupied by it collapses, 
and if kept sweet and properly drained, heals in a week or 
ten days without any trouble."?Does this happy result 
always occur 1 I think I can remember at least one case in 
which the wound has healed by first intention, yet there has 
been troublesome inflammation of the scrotal tissues: up to 
this time, I have only on three occasions left the sac behind, 
so that my experience is limited, still in not one of these 
cases has there been anything like a hydrocele, hasmatocele 
nor any inflammation of the scrotal tissues ; so as regards 
the latter condition, I am bound to suspect the pulling and 
tearing of the tissues, necessary for separating the sac, as 
being the cause. 

Again, I take it, there is just as much chance of suppura- 
tion and putrefaction arising whether the sac be left or be 
removed, neither condition being likely to supervene if 

strict attention be paid to antiseptic details, an attention 
I invariably pay. 
Drainage was purposely omitted in my operation, so that 

the case should have a fair chance of answering my ques- 
tion. 

Yours faithfully. 
JAMESON. 
Civil Surgeon. 
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